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1.0 Introduction

In recent times, security–or, more precisely, the lack of it–has been one of the most obvious 
items on the news agenda in Nigeria. Although crime and violence have been part of the 
Nigerian system since her experience of the civil war, even away from the ancient history of 
aggression and attack leading to emergence of walled cities, but the scale and magnitude of 
the nation’s experience of these phenomena in recent times, is unimaginable. Series of efforts 
are continuously being made to put this menace under control, but the efforts are really not 
yielding noticeable results; hence, the need for an alternative measure (Brown et al., 2015). 
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The security of citizens in some urban cities in the world has become a contemporary issue 
to the government and her crime fighting apparatus. The United Nations Interregional Crime 
and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) defined security as the degree of resistance to, or 
protection from harm. It applies to any vulnerable and valuable asset such as person, dwelling, 
community, nation or organization. As cities develop, the need for urban security is steadily on 
intensification all over the world but especially in the fastest growing economy. City management 
authorities, security agencies, emergency services and citizens they serve are driven by the 
same objective of making the city a more attractive and a safe place to be, for economic and 
social interactions. Furthermore, the security agencies and sister authorities need to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of her citizens to safeguard public assets and make highest use of country’s 
resources. The need to coordinate the different security agencies to prevent, reduce incident 
rate of crime, and response time to manage unpredicted crisis such as industrial accidents, 
terrorist alert or natural disasters. A well–defined urban security master plan is essential as 
the population becomes more and more concentrated in urban corridors (Brown et al., 2015). 

Security must be taken into consideration as the cornerstone of urban development for planning 
brand new urban communities or upgrading existing infrastructure in smaller cities. Policymakers 
need to critically evaluate the specific challenges and develop a cost–effective prevention and 
urban security strategies based on specific set of requirements and organizational models. 
Also, the need to measure the impact of policies already set in place, share the communicable 
results to other stakeholders and fine tune their capabilities on an on–going basis. On the other 
hand the prominence of security in this dilemma is to guarantee human safety and freedom 
as societies would not be enthused to work, live, produce, save and capitalize in an insecure 
environment because nobody wants to be in a habitation where such person is not sure or 
assured of personal safety and security of investments, given to the fact, that preservation 
instinct is said to be the first law of nature.

1.1 Conceptual Clarification

PHYSICAL PLANNING also described as “Land use planning”, “Town and country planning”, 
“Urban and Regional planning” or simply “Town Planning” relates generally to the use of 
land or the spatial expression of the desired form of social and economic development to 
be translated on the ground (Journal of Integrative Humanism–Ghana March, 2014 ISSN: 
2026–6286). Physical planning is a comprehensive and system related process through which 
plans and policies are evolved for enhancing the quality of our environment and the lives of the 
inhabitants (The Urban and Regional Planning Law (Decree 88 of 1992). Franklin (1992) defined 
“Physical Planning” being focused on the concern with the design, growth and management 
of the physical environment in accordance with predetermined and agreed policies, where 
balanced social and economic objectives may be achieved.
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URBANIZATION: The definition of urbanisation can be based on the change in population 
or the change in the nature of towns and cities. With regards to demographic growth, the 
term ‘urbanisation’ explains the redistribution of populations from rural to urban settlements 
over a period of time (UNDESAPD, 2014:15). It is also vital to affirm that what is seen as the 
key indicators of an urban environment differ from one country to another. It is, therefore, is 
imperative to be cautious against the use of urbanisation as a blanket term across all societies. 
It is also important to caution against a flagrant comparison of urbanisation across various 
societies, given the nature of the disparity that exists between them (Nsiah–Gyabaah, 2005)

UN–Habitat, 2007). Peng et al., (2010) argues that the major difference between urban and rural 
environments is that urban environments are much larger, denser, and more heterogeneous 
societies as compared to rural environments which are much smaller, more sparsely separated, 
and possess less differentiated spaces. Urbanisation is argued to be the outcome of social, 
economic, environmental and political development that leads to urban concentration and 
growth of bigger cities, changes in the use of land and transformation from rural to metropolitan 
pattern of organisation, governance and way of life (Nsiah–Gyabaah, 2005)

SECURITY is a very sought–after condition; no matter the dimension from which one approaches 
it. The concept of security is not alien and has been central even in the primitive societies. The 
need for security necessitated the social contract in which people willingly surrendered their 
rights to an organ (government) who oversees the survival of all. For decades, issues relating 
to security tend to occupy the centre stage in the development discourse. With the end of the 
cold war, there have being attempts to shift conceptualization of security from a state–centric 
perspective to a broader view that places premium on individuals, in which human security that 
embodies elements of national security, human rights and national development remain major 
barometer for explaining the concept. At the heart of this debate there have been attempts to 
deepen and widen the concept of security from the level of the states to societies and individuals, 
and from military to non–military issues. 

Security in an objective sense, measures the absence of threats to acquire values, in subjective 
sense, the absence of fear that such values will be attacked. In spite of its conceptual complexities, 
the understanding of the term shows that security is vital for national cohesion, peace and 
sustainable development. Thus: “Security has to do with freedom from danger or with threats 
to a nation’s ability to protect and develop itself, promote its cherished values and legitimate 
interests and enhance the well being of its people. Thus, internal security could be seen as the 
freedom from or the absence of those tendencies which could undermine internal cohesion 
and the cooperate existence of the nation and its ability to maintain its vital institutions for the 
promotion of its core values and socio–political and economic objectives, as well as meet the 
legitimate aspirations of the people.
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2.0 Urban Development and Urbanization

Urbanization in most developing countries has affected the functions of different social 
institutions including families, religion, economy, health, educational sectors, in the environment, 
it has increased the poverty level and other problems in cities. Poverty goes hand in hand with 
unemployment and uncontrolled migration. The challenges of urbanization are obvious and 
very hard to handle. Other problems associated with urbanization are; high population density, 
inadequate infrastructure, lack of affordable housing, flooding, pollution, slum creation, crime, 
congestion, insecurity etc.

Industrialization and modernization processes have improved the lives of citizens but at the 
same time it also holds some challenges for the Nigerian government. Available data reveal 
that the population of Nigeria has been increasing at an alarming rate. 

Published by Aaron O’Neill , Aug 12, 2022

This statistic shows the degree of urbanization in Nigeria from 2011 to 2021. Urbanization 
means the share of urban population in the total population of a country. In 2021, 52.75 percent 
of Nigeria’s total population lived in urban areas and cities.

2.1 Factors Responsible for Urbanization

A host of factors are responsible for the rise in population in major cities in Nigeria. Some of 
them are:
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2.1.1  Security: The need for security has circumstantially increased in Nigeria due to the high 
level of terrorism especially witnessed in the Northern part of the country. So many Northerners 
have migrated to safer regions such as Kaduna and cities much closer to the South and West. 
It has been observed that these violent acts are predominantly carried out in rural Northern 
areas, and rarely spread to the urban areas where security is top notch. Hence people migrate 
at an increasing rate to these areas.

2.1.2 Jobs: The urban areas are industrialized and provide more opportunities for jobs. Urban 
centers, due to the presence of social amenities and infrastructure, attract companies and banks. 
These in turn create job opportunities for people which are not available in the rural areas.

2.1.3 Family: The migration of people from rural areas to urban areas is also influenced by 
family members who have previously migrated and have become comfortable in these urban 
centers. Since they have experienced the good life and opportunities in the urban areas, they 
usually send for their family members to join them.

2.1.4 Marriage: People in urban areas still go to rural areas to marry wives because of the 
presumed hard–working nature and good character of village girls. Also, some people see the 
need to get married to girls or men from their place of origin. Marriage is one of the reasons 
why people migrate to urban centers from rural settlements.

2.1.5  Education: A vast majority of tertiary institutions are located in urban areas, which 
forces teenagers and youths to migrate to urban centers to further their education in higher 
institutions and even secondary schools. The availability of social infrastructure and better 
equipped schools makes the urban areas the preferred location for education.

2.2 Advantages of Urbanization

2.2.1 Growth in Trade and Commerce: Due to migration to areas like Kano and Lagos, 
these states have become commercial centers. There has been growth in commerce and trade 
and the markets are richly developed. Different people with different backgrounds, skills and 
experiences engage in a vast number of businesses and trade, thus promoting commercial 
activities in the country.

2.2.2 Cultural Exchange: Urbanization creates the avenue for people of different cultures to 
mix and learn each other’s’ cultures, which promotes peace, unity and understanding.

2.2.3 Rapid Development: It is said that rich people only become richer. This is the case 
with urban areas. Due to the population growth, the government invests more in these areas, 
coupled with the investments of residents, making for rapid development in these areas and 
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the country.

2.2.4 Development in Tourism: The beautification of cities is ensured by urbanization, which 
makes these cities major tourist attractions since tourists generally love beautiful places. Hotels 
spring up, creating even further businesses, income and job opportunities.

2.2.5 Growth in Industrial Production: One thing that urbanization brings for sure is labour 
as it moves from rural areas to urban areas and makes industrial production possible. The 
production in various industrial sectors like cement, textile, iron and steel, fertilizers, etc., are 
helping in the economic growth of the country.

2.3 Issues caused by uncontrolled Urbanization in Nigeria

Urbanization is the shift of population in rural areas to urban areas. This population shift leads 
to the following:
• The increase in population in the urban areas creates uneven development since more 

resources are channeled into the urban centers and an excruciatingly little percentage 
goes to the rural areas.

• The rapid inflow of rural population to urban places gives rise to housing problems. The 
first problem is that the number of houses cannot cater for the increasing population, 
and urban houses are sometimes relatively expensive for the immigrants. Slums are 
usually then developed in these places.

• The increase in population in urban centers leads to a rise in unemployment level. 
Normally, in the villages, children are born into families where they learn to farm and 
can provide food for themselves and their families. But in the urban areas, actual jobs 
must be sough hence, unemployment becomes a serious issue.

• The rise in unemployment equally raises the poverty level in the country, as without a 
source of income, people are forced to live below what can be considered appropriate.

• The rise in unemployment and poverty levels creates social vices such as armed robbery, 
drugs, etc. The number of criminals increase in the society, as people start looking for 
any means to survive.

• The increase in population in urban places pressurizes water and sanitation facilities 
leading to health hazards.

• Also, environmental pollution is a major issue in urban centers due to the dense 
concentration of factories and industries. The equally dense population of people 
worsens this problem.

• The decrease in rural population has effects on the agricultural production, due to 
shortage in farm workers. This is one of the reasons for expensive food, due to shortage 
and over dependence on oil.
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2.4 Crime and Violence and the Built Environment

The theory of determinism and the notion that the physical environment can effect or prevent 
opportunities for crime and violence are not new. It is well established that the character of 
the built environment can aid or prevent crime and violence. Internationally, the relationship 
between crime and the physical environment has been studied extensively from various 
angles over several decades (Kruger, 2005). It is well known that the form and character of the 
built environment can be of great significance as the local setting of a crime (Ogboi and Eze, 
Kruger). Different models explained the setting of the environment relative to human behaviour 
(Laukaitou–Sideris). Ecological models assume that elements of the physical and socio–cultural 
environment interact to influence an individual’s behaviour and propensity to engage in active 
lifestyle (Ogboi and Eze Ball, Bauman and Owen). Urban communities themselves are an 
integral part of understanding the causes and impacts of urban violence and for generating 
sustainable violence prevention initiatives (Moser and McIlwaine, 2006) There are three critical 
elements of a criminal and violent events that must be in place for a crime or violence event to 
occur. These are the offender, the target/victim and a favourable environment. These elements 
are diagrammatically represented in the form of ‘Crime/Violence Triangle’ in the figure below

Crime and violence take place in space. All the three elements in the triangle must be present 
before crime or violence can take place. This implies that the environment can influence the 
frequency of occurrence of crime and violence. Schlomo Angel in his PhD work on ‘Discouraging 
crime through city planning’ in 1968, stated that the physical environment can exert a direct 
influence on crime settings by delineating territories, reducing or increasing accessibility by the 
creation or elimination of boundaries and circulation networks, and by facilitating surveillance 
by the citizenry and the police.

3.0 Urban Insecurity in Nigeria

Insecurity has been a major challenge to the Nigerian government and urban dwellers in recent 
times. The activities of the Islamic sect (Boko Haram) have led to loss of lives and properties in 
the country especially in the Northern part of Nigeria. Some of these activities include bombing 
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suicide bomb attacks, sporadic shooting of unarmed and burning innocent citizens, burning of 
police stations, churches, burning of police stations, churches, and others. Kidnapping, rape, 
armed robbery and political violence have been another major challenge facing the country. 
This has implications for the development of the Nigerian Economy. Terrorism and insecurity 
impacts negatively on economic development in Nigeria. It has made government to divert 
resources meant for development purposes to security votes and allied problems.

Urban insecurity poses a huge challenge to the city and national government as well as 
international security UN–Habitat, (2007). Urban insecurity encompasses a wide range of 
issues associated from basic needs such as food, shelter and health, impact of natural disaster 
to collective security needs such as protection from urban terrorism and crime associated with 
urban areas such as urban gangs’ robbery, theft and human related crimes. The need for urban 
security is steadily on intensification all over the world but especially in the fastest growing 
economy. City management authorities, security agencies, emergency services and citizens they 
serve are driven by the same objective of making the city a more attractive and safer place to 
be, for economic and social interactions. Furthermore, the city management authorities need 
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of her citizens to safeguard public assets and make highest 
use of city resources. The need to coordinate the different security agencies to prevent, reduce 
incident rate of crime, and response time to manage unpredicted crisis. Urban security is the 
quality or condition of being free from fear, danger, injury or damage. It is a state of protection 
against debilitating life–threatening events. In urban areas, such threats can come from four main 
sources, namely: environmental hazards, disasters, violence and social delinquency. Security 
is therefore a fundamental human right, as without it no other development can take place.

3.1 Crime and Urban Violence Prevention Through Effective Physical Planning and 
Environmental Design.

The crux of Physical planning is spatial organization of land uses to achieve orderliness, 
convenience and aesthetics. Poor planning, design and management have been identified as 
part of the underlying factors associated with crime and violence. From various studies over 
the years, there is a consensus that if the environment is planned, designed and managed 
appropriately, certain types of crime can be reduced significantly. This group of activities is 
therefore about manipulating and maintaining the setting within which crimes take place i.e. 
the physical environment. Historically, people built walls to protect their cities against external 
aggressors who might enter their territories to commit one form of crime and/or violence or 
the other against the inhabitants. As cities grew, maintaining the walls became impractical, and 
as technology advanced, walls offered little in the way of protection. But without the gates and 
the walls, something had to be done to keep away aggressors and minimize oppression, and to 
put those believed to be most likely to commit crime or violence at disadvantage. Although bad 
urban planning on its own may not necessarily lead to crime and violence as there are some 
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examples of some poorly planned cities with low crime rates in the world as argued by some 
urban planners but there is a near consensus among city urban planners and city managers that 
a well–planned urban space help reduce crime and violence. A great number of experiments 
have shown that particular types of crime can be reduced by modifying the opportunity for 
crime in the built environment (Soomeren, 2000). Researches have also established that there 
is a significant correlation between residential densities and scale of ethno–religious violence 
in developing countries. According to the UN–HABITAT (as cited by Reis 2013), 
• Poor urban planning, design and management have increasingly been cited as playing a 

role in the shaping of urban environments that put citizens and property at risk. Thus, the 
physical fabric and layout of cities have a bearing on the routine movement of offenders 
and victims and on opportunities for crime. 

• Effective urban planning, design and governance should seek to manipulate the built 
environment in ways that are intended to reduce or even eliminate the opportunities 
to commit crime. 

• From planning and policy standpoint, where crimes occur and how places are designed 
and managed are as important as who the perpetrators are. 

• The lack of integration of crime prevention strategies within the comprehensive city 
planning practices is a factor in facilitating opportunities for urban crime. 

• Crime and violence tend to be re–occurring in relatively limited numbers of places that 
provide niches for offences. 

• Research suggests that the physical design and management of the built environment 
play a role in facilitating or diminishing opportunities for crime and violence.

There are two main approaches/strategies to reduce crime and violence; crime and violence 
prevention and crime and violence control. While the former prevents crime and violence from 
happening in the first place, the latter applies certain social controls that impact on the potential 
offenders. Crime and violence prevention strategies are directed at preventing someone from 
being a victim by reducing a potential offender’s opportunities and abilities to commit crime 
or violence. Crime and violence control strategies on the other hand, are basically directed at 
reducing a potential offender’s motivation to commit crime or violence through corrective 
measures; social, cultural or economic interventions. The application of physical planning 
to mitigate/stem crime and violence are preventive strategies. Some of such major physical 
planning and design strategies and prospects are described below.

3.2 Prospects and Strategies in Physical Planning to Improve Security in Urban Areas

3.2.1 Development Control: Development control is an Exclusive tool of physical planning that 
is most useful for crime and violence prevention. The free–for–all attitude of Nigerians does not 
exclude their activities in the built environment. Buildings are indiscriminately erected without 
recourse to property lanes, drains and setbacks, most especially in the high density residential 



14

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl anners abuja 2022

areas; security fences are raised to heights without control, communities and estates are gated 
absurdly, land use mixtures are not co–ordinated, building codes are regularly contravened, 
etcetera. All these provide comfortable atmosphere for criminal activities and violence. Effective 
application of development control strategies in the light of crime and violence prevention 
should focus on:
• Eliminating negative land uses such as prostitute homes, beer palour, drink joints, 

hotels etcetera, which are potential attractors to criminals, from major landuse areas 
like residential and commercial. 

• Regulating height and types of fences in residential areas. Fences should be of moderate 
height and enable interaction between the streets and the compound. This reduces fear 
of crime by potential victims and maximizes fear of committing crimes by the offenders. 

• Give a minimum duration within which an acquired plot should be developed or 
otherwise the right to the plot be revoked. This will prevent criminals from having safe 
haven within the cities. 

• Ensuring strict adherence to property lines and setback to booster unhindered visibility 
and passageway among buildings for easy policing. This will also lock out possible escape 
routes for on the run violent attackers. 

• Avoiding bushes within the city; and street plants, parks and gardens should be effectively 
monitored and policed to prevent hideouts for offenders.

3.2.2 Application of Technology in Urban Planning

3.2.2.1 General Technological Advancements

Technology will be an integral component to facilitate planned urbanization as it continues to 
proliferate every sector, with urban development being no exception. Emerging technologies 
such as BIM (Building Information Modelling) can facilitate better decision–making to ensure 
efficiency in the design and construction process, improve MEP (mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing) design in buildings and thereby facilitate planned urban development. Similarly, 
the Internet of Things can connect all the dots for gathering data and drive remote actions at 
a click. Other technologies such as Big Data Analytics and Cloud Technology can aid in the 
development and up–gradation of large–scale infrastructure projects and ensure judicious use 
of energy that will pave way for the planning of futuristic cities.

One can draw inspiration from cities across the globe such as Berlin, Singapore, Beijing, 
Haikou, etc. that have set a benchmark through the integration of new–age technology in urban 
planning. For instance, Moscow is effectively leveraging digital technologies in healthcare and 
transportation. Similarly, the Safe City project in Singapore leverages video analytics to make 
cities safer. Singapore and Amsterdam have also designated dedicated Chief Technology Officers 
and Chief Information Officers to accelerate the transition towards building futuristic cities.
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3.2.2.2 Satellite Imaging Maps

Satellite images provide a useful planning tool to monitor the growth of large and small cities. No 
country can afford to update its maps at the same pace that development and land use changes 
occur. The largest cities of the industrial world share this same problem with the mega cities of 
the developing world. Maps are often out of date before they are distributed. Land use maps do 
not correspond to zoning, and more often, recently constructed roads and new developments 
have not been reported and are not located on maps. When planning new developments or 
monitoring urban images, satellite images can provide the information necessary to focus on the 
environmental problems and the need for new infrastructure. Previous studies have shown that 
satellite images are valuable tools for urban planning purposes. The improved resolution of the 
latest generation of remote sensing satellite–based systems, “SPOT”, offers even more promise. 
Satellite images can be used in the preparation of base maps and thematic land use maps at a 
scale of 1:25,000. Road maps can also be traced from satellite images. The road base map can 
be integrated with other urban networks such as water supply, sewerage, etc. Computerized 
urban information systems can be easily updated and shared with other planning agencies. 
Having access to the same information will permit better coordination among public and private 
groups that provide urban services to urban dwellers (Bertaud, 1989).

3.2.2.3 Smart Cities

Approximately 55% of the global population lives in urban areas. When designing and 
implementing future cityscapes, urban planners must address the aspirations and concerns of 
residents, such as environmental sustainability, equity, affordability, and public health and safety. 
Smart cities assist in streamlining urban planning endeavours via their integrated, responsive 
smart tech systems connected to the Internet of Things. Real–time data from people, devices, 
and infrastructure in these cities are analysed to enhance sustainable resource usage, city services 
and operations, and overall liveability.

The overall aim of a smart city project is to improve the quality of life for its inhabitants. That 
can be done on many different fronts, and each intervention can tackle one or more of them. 
One of such interventions in the light of this paper is explained below;

3.2.2.3.1 Smart Cities: Safety and Security

Crime prevention and response is one of the key drivers when implementing a smart city 
project, aiding authorities with real–time surveillance that can spot potential incidents and 
manage them as they happen.

The city of Detroit, for example, managed to reduce crime by 50% thanks to Project Green 
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Light, a smart initiative that uses public and private cameras to identify crimes around town. 
The network of cameras has two functions: they provide critical evidence for investigations 
and discourage potential criminals from committing crimes, as every camera involved in the 
project has a green identification light.

By adding network audio it’s possible to use audio warnings (e.g. triggered by intrusion or other 
types of analytics) to deter the criminal or alert security guards. In combination with sound 
detection capabilities, the system allows the detection and recognition of pre–defined sounds 
that are often connected to a threat, such as breaking glass or shouting. Especially in public 
spaces, this can be a useful solution to detect dangerous situations and enable action before 
they escalate. The fire department can also benefit from the use of security networks. Smart 
cities can adopt sensors that make it easier to spot a fire in development, and automatically 
notify fire fighters. Cameras also become a useful forensic tool for crime investigation in the 
event a fire was started intentionally.

And it’s also important that the security systems themselves are protected, including sensitive 
control rooms and data centers–any intrusion could cause severe disruption across a city’s 
infrastructure. Physical access control that combines video surveillance, temporary QR codes 
or visitor badges, and even facial recognition can help to assure safety of the smart city by only 
granting authorized personnel access.

3.2.2  Residential Area Upgrading: Variation exist in the level of violence and crime within 
cities. Although more prosperous areas suffer violent crime, usually property related, severe 
violence is Generally concentrated in lower income/high density residential areas of the city. 
Over 80% of Nigeria populace are poor (Sani, 2013) living in high density, violence and crime 
prone areas. Opening up of these homes of deviant behaviours through the provision of adequate 
roads with necessary lighting facilities, well managed open spaces, and adequate provision for 
city policing in terms of both space and location, will no doubt significantly reduce the rate 
and intensity of crime and violence in such areas of Nigerian cities

3.2.3  Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)–CPTED was originally 
coined and formulated by a criminologist, C. Ray Jaffery [1971]. Many authors, planners and 
non–planners, have since then developed and improved on his work. The strategy seeks to 
dissuade offenders from committing crimes by manipulating the built environment. It relies 
on the ability to influence offenders’ decision that precede the criminal acts. CPTED has been 
applied in many developed countries such as USA, Canada and European countries (where it 
is called Design Out Crime). It has also been well applied in South Africa with a good result. 
Although with the history of apartheid, the structural arrangement of South African cities may 
to a large extent, differ from those of Nigeria, notwithstanding, as a developing country which 
shares a number of characteristics with South Africa, application of CPTED strategies will no 
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doubt, reduce crime in Nigerian cities if well applied. CPTED strategy is based on a member 
of principles which include: 

Natural surveillance: Natural surveillance is a design strategy of placing physical features, 
activities and people in such a way as to maximize visibility and foster positive social interaction 
among legitimate on their escape routes. Natural surveillance increases the thread of apprehension 
by taking steps to increase the perception that people can be seen. 

Territoriality: Territoriality is a sense of ownership of one’s living or working environments. 
Territoriality and people’s sense of ownership are encouraged when residents identify with the 
spaces and where the space and its configuration are legible to them. A sense of ownership 
and responsibility for a particular environment improves the likelihood of passive observers 
intervening (as modulators of a crime). Place should be designed and managed in ways that 
encourage owners/users to take responsibility for them and feel responsible for their use, upkeep 
and maintenance. Territoriality can be increased through clearly defining public and private 
spaces, utilizing the human scale, limiting unused open space etcetera. Image and aesthetics: 
This is done by ensuring that the physical appearance of an environment creates a positive 
image and instil feelings of safety in users. 

Access and escape routes: Certain types of criminal events and sites are often deliberately 
chosen for their ease of access to escape routes by the offenders prior to perpetrating the crime. 
Similarly, the availability of access and escape routes also add to the safety of potential victims. 
Areas of refuge, such as vacant land, where people can hide and which have clear routes of escape 
from a crime are obvious havens for offenders. For example, houses of neighbourhoods near or 
adjacent to tracts of open land are often the targets to repeated burglaries. Car hijackings are 
often planned to allow quick escape. The layout of the transport routes and the juxtaposition 
of different types of space influence the ease of access and escape. Clear signposting of streets, 
buildings and exit routes are important ways of assisting potential victims. The design of 
elements such as subways also to be considered carefully to reduce perceptions that one will 
not be able to escape from an offender. 

Target hardening: The attractiveness of vulnerability of potential targets can be reduced by, 
for instance, physically strengthening it or installing mechanisms that will increase the effort 
required to commit an offence. 

An effective application of CPTED has the potential of:
• reducing opportunities for crime through well planned pedestrian routes and appropriately 

designed informal trading areas. 
• minimizing potential danger posed by criminal and violent activities by reducing and 

managing open spaces, vacant land and uncompleted buildings. 
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• providing sufficient and appropriate lighting in public open spaces and along streets 
and pedestrian routes. 

• ensuring compatibility in land use pattern of cities.
• providing adequate space for city policing. 
• providing adequate infrastructure and facilities such as roads and telecommunication 

that improve interaction between community and the police.–managing the built 
environment efficiently, cutting the bush along the road, trimming vegetation when 
and where required, etcetera.

4.0 Recommendations 

As a guide for successful implementation of crime and violence preventive measures as provided 
in this paper, the following are recommended: 
• In order to solve insecurity challenge in Nigerian urban centers, the government should 

accelerate the pace of development. Development in this context consists of creating 
an economy with relevant social, economic and physical infrastructure for business 
operations and industrial growth, to provide gainful employment, high level of educational 
facilities, and medical care for the people 

• The Governments at all levels should ensure that rising poverty indices are reversed 
and a realistic social security programme is pursued and systematically implemented 
to ensure that the populace meet their basic needs. 

• Technology is crucial in the urban design process. If used in the right way, urban planners 
can address and solve the current urban challenges especially insecurity. Moreover, 
technology will help urban planners to focus more on designing communities and thus 
achieve a higher degree of self–sufficiency in the city. Lastly, technology is deployed 
properly when it focuses on people and local residents. In this way, citizens can get more 
involved in the urban design process and contribute positively to building sustainable 
and green cities.

• Geographic Information System or the use of satellite imaging systems and a sound 
security plan should be integrated by government in the urban developments.

• Encourage and implement the use of high surveillance system such as closed circuit 
televisions in densely populated neighbourhoods to improve security in urban areas. 

• Making sure from onset measures are put in place to design master plans for the states 
and cities and ensure effective control and implementation.

• There should be an overall policy framework structuring out the general operation and 
practice of crime and violence prevention through planning and design. 

• Physical planners should incorporate the Crime Protection through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) concept in planning for neighbourhoods and broad land–use plan in 
order to tackle security issues in urban areas.

• Establishment of a unit or department under the NITP called ‘Crime and Violence 
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Prevention Through Planning and Design’ (CVPTPD) by government.
• Provision of crime and violence prevention should be a significant factor of consideration 

in the approval process of any building plan. 
• Conferences and workshops should be organized by both planning authorities and other 

public agencies as well as the organized private institutions in the built environment to 
equip practitioners on the practice of planning and designing out of crime and violence. 
The media should aid the course through audio–visual programmes aimed at enlightening 
the public on the practice. 

• Government must be proactive in dealing with security issues and threats, through 
modern methods of intelligence gathering, and intelligence sharing, training, logistics, 
motivation, and deploying advanced technology in managing security challenges.

4.1 Challenges of Implementation 

The strategies discussed in this paper if well implemented, will no doubt, reduce the rate of 
occurrence of crimes and violence in Nigerian cities. The implementation may however be 
bedevilled with certain challenges as envisaged. 

• Corruption and judicial bankruptcy: Many Nigerians are financially and socially 
corrupt. The planning authorities and agencies responsible for implementation of these 
strategies may fail to do the right thing in favour of their corrupt attitudes, thereby 
frustrating the success of development control regulations and policing. Instrumentality 
of the judiciary to the implementation of this type of programme through punishment of 
contraveners and offenders as deterrent to potential offenders, may equally be weakened 
by corrupt practices. 

• Low level of literacy and high rate of poverty: The literacy level is still low in the country 
and as such many people do not appreciate the need for such regulations. Related to this 
is the level of poverty; many citizens only think of the means of survival and boarder 
less about the aftermath effect of living in violence–proned environment. They do not 
appreciate the need for upgrading. 

• Various violence that had occurred in the country made many youths to be in possession 
of arms thereby giving easy access to criminal and violent activities. 

• Many Nigerian cities are ancient cities with many slum settlements. The huge financial 
implications of opening up such places may be quite high and as such poses political 
challenges. 

• Privacy Concerns in implementing smart cities: One of the biggest challenges for 
using sensors and cameras in smart city is privacy concerns. Monitoring and recording 
human activity could lead to unintended privacy infractions. Digital data is vulnerable 
to hacking; thus, data security is critical in smart city implementation.

• The smart city is often criticized as a top–down and company–driven public project 
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diverging from its original intent of cyberdemocracy. The concern on centralization is 
the inherent limitation because the smart city concept is developed and executed by 
large ICT companies.

• Finally, urban planners and others like security agencies, required for the implementation 
of the CPTED/CVPTPD strategy, may not have adequate knowledge and information 
for their relative newness in the country. They may therefore be in the dark regarding 
what to do and how to do it.

5.0 Conclusion

Urbanization is an unavoidable occurrence in every part of the world, as people are constantly 
in search of greener pastures. It has its advantages and adds so much to the economy and 
fosters development, however, the hazards it creates are alarming. Urbanization needs to be 
controlled and properly managed, and the quality or condition of being free from fear, danger, 
injury or damage should be evident in Nigeria. That is a state of protection against debilitating 
life–threatening events.

The need for an alternative to the current practices and strategies of crime and violence control 
in Nigeria is imperative. It is believed that the implementation of CVPTPD will significantly 
contribute to crime prevention in the nation. However, its limitations should be acknowledged; 
environmental planning and design interventions of this sort suitable for a location may not 
be for another. It is therefore important to analyze each situation very well before adopting the 
recommended planning and design strategies in this work.
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ABSRACT

The rate at which urbanization is taking place in Nigerian communities 
is no doubt alarming. Customarily, many urban and rural areas are 
being transformed and urbanized with varying degrees of spatial 
development, socio–economic activities and physical invasion 
within and beyond activity–based centres. With this, the urban 
fringe and suburbs are no longer spared from unwanted intrusions 
and security breaches in recent times. Based on the foregoing, the 
study examined urbanization and regional security breaches from 
residents’ perspectives in Southwestern Nigeria. The convenience 
sampling was used to administer 1,671 copies of a questionnaire to 
residents within the southwestern states of Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, 
Osun, and Oyo, through an online survey, and the data collected 
was analyzed descriptively and inferentially. Major findings revealed 
that regional security breaches are mostly experienced at CBDs 
(41.4%) and suburban locations (35.5%). Findings also revealed a high 
degree of urban invasion and encroachment (3.824); unprecedented 
population density (3.6330); regional imbalance (3.6212); public 
violence and social vices (3.4025); traffic congestion (3.3583); poor 
spatial arrangement with low attention to physical planning from 
the rural–urban fringe to the inner cities (3.3702) are urbanization 
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attributes promoting security breaches across the regional boundary. 
The results of the Fisher’s exact test revealed a significant relationship 
between urbanization and a surge in regional security breaches 
in the study area, with the conclusion that there are disparities in 
regional security breaches occasioned by urbanization attributes. 
This study recommended urgent rejuvenation and advancement of 
the built environment with smart security measures to complement 
the activities of the regional security framework, and investment 
in regional physical planning, combined with concerted efforts to 
minimize unregulated urban sprawl and invasion, as well as regional 
gaps. 

Keywords: Nigerian Southwestern Region, Residents’ perception, 
Security breaches, Urban areas, and Urbanization

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The emergence of people on earth has always been characterized by their dependence on 
and exploration of natural resources in the environment to satisfy human needs. Hence, the 
clustering of the human population brings about the formation of settlements occasioned by 
the need to satisfy not only the basic requirements of needs, which include food, clothing, and 
shelter, coupled with the tiredness of wandering around, but also the need to ensure physical 
development, safety, and security of lives and properties. As a result, Akanmu (2021) opined 
that communities within spatial territories and around the world continued to grow and expand 
in a variety of ways, even beyond their traditional borders. In fact, this growth and expansion 
of communities, which was undoubtedly aided by trade, spatial interaction, and other political 
developments, continued unabated, with the industrial revolution playing a major role in Europe 
and other American settlements in the nineteenth century. This led to the emergence of cities 
and other forms of expanded human settlements of varying nomenclature, including sub–urban, 
rural–urban fringe etc. In addition, the colonization of many African settlements in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries also brought many African communities into the limelight with 
increasing urbanization and population growth (Aloba, 2004). Therefore, the world has not 
only become relentless but also increased in the gathering majority of the human population 
in urban areas, marked by a remarkable increase in the absolute numbers of urban dwellers 
since 1990 (Moreno, 2017). In this way, the United Nations Habitat (2016) estimated that the 
urban population increased by an average of 57 million people between 1990 and 2000 and 77 
million between 2010 and 2015.

Nigeria is not an exception to the globally witnessed urbanization and unprecedented population 
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increase. In fact, the rate at which urbanization is taking place in Nigerian urban communities 
is no doubt alarming. Invariably, many communities are being transformed and urbanized 
with varying degrees of development and socio–economical and physical invasion within 
and beyond communities. Meanwhile, another side of urbanisation, which globally is evident 
and accepted as a consequence of urbanization rate aside from the economically and socially 
advantageous or positive implications, are the negative implications or the socio–economic 
disadvantages, which include but are not limited to traffic congestion, social vices, crime or 
insecurity issues, urban degradation, urban stress, slum creation, poverty, economic downturn, 
urban crowding, to mention a few. Unfortunately, these negative implications or costs are fast 
becoming devastating and outweigh the positive implications. In this regard, Moreno (2017); 
Fasina, Akanmu, Salisu, and Okunubi (2020); Salisu, Akanmu, Fasina, and Sanni (2020) all 
opine that urban crowding and traffic congestion have huge negative costs, particularly if 
they are not well managed. Akanmu, Salisu, Daramola, Ogunsesan, Fasina, Adejare, Sanni, 
and Olatunji (2021) noted that the surge in crime cases across Nigeria’s communities is not 
unconnected to the unprecedented population increase and urban poverty. Meanwhile, Salisu 
et al. (2020) observed that the unguided influx of people to urban areas has hindered not only 
the vulnerabilities of urban infrastructure, including communication facilities, but also the 
performance of transport and logistics operations, as the accessibility and mobility functions 
of people and enterprises are becoming complex and difficult. In other words, the unguided 
level of urbanization, which ignited the difficulty in mobility of people and enterprises, crippled 
the socio–economical advantageous locations and spiked the level of insecurity experienced 
in Nigerian communities, most especially in urban areas.

The impact of colonization in Nigeria has been positively felt in the classification of cities 
through the concentration of development and infrastructure in the classified cities as well 
as through the rapid urbanization rate in most traditional cities. Oyesiku (1998) attested that 
Lagos, being the only first–class city in the colonial period, became the focus of industrialization, 
population growth, and increased urbanization, while attention was also accorded to second–
class and third–class cities. Furthermore, Oyesiku (2017) observed that many cities and towns 
in the country had their place in the classification during the colonial period and, as such, the 
intensification of the process of urbanisation, which was reflected in the mass movements of 
people from the rural and hinterland into the cities and urbanized areas, as well as the invasion 
of the urban fringe and the transformation of many rural communities. Accordingly, Egunjobi 
(1999) detected that these cities, among others, particularly within the Southwestern part 
of Nigeria, continued expanding in gasping manner with a high degree of urbanization and 
population growth occasioned by socio–economic and political actions and inactions of the 
government. Based on the foregoing, the spatial expansion and unprecedented population 
growth of Southwestern cities such as Ibadan, Lagos, Abeokuta, Akure, Ado–Ekiti, Osogbo, 
Ile–Ife, Ede, Ilesha, Saki, Ijebu–Ode, and many others have been glaring and alarming, resulting 
in the transformation of previously green sub–urban, rural–urban fringe, and the emergence of 



28

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl anners abuja 2022

new communities. With this, Akanmu et al. (2021) concluded that the rural–urban fringe and 
suburbs are no longer spared from unwanted intrusions, security breaches, and related criminal 
occurrences that have compromised the safety and peace of residents and investments in recent 
times. Similarly, the outbreak of COVID–19 and subsequent lockdown measures to contain it 
have far–reaching negative socioeconomic consequences in many Nigerian communities, as 
well as in many other parts of the world. Supporting this notion, Akanmu, Salisu, Daramola, 
Ogunsesan, Fasina, Adejare, Sanni, and Olatunji (2020) observed that the insecurities and crime 
incidences during lockdown periods caused psychological havoc of varying degrees on people. 
Moreover, despite the efforts of the government and professionals on the advocacy of rural–
urban migration and the engagement in planning the suburbs, the rate at which urbanization 
with cases of security breaches is taking place in Southwestern Nigerian communities is no 
doubt unprecedented and life–threatening. Many cases of crime and security breaches are 
being experienced on a daily basis in communities classified as low–populated areas with less 
degrees of development and socio–economic activities are physically invaded by unknown 
gunmen, bandits, kidnappers, local thieves, and rapists, among others (Rufai, 2021). Based on 
the foregoing, the study examined urbanization and regional security breaches from residents’ 
perspectives in Nigerian South–western communities. To achieve this aim, the following 
objectives were examined: examination of the socio–economic characteristics of residents in 
Southwestern Nigeria; identification of types and nature of security breaches in the study area; 
assessment of regional characteristics and spatial dynamics of security breaches in the study 
area; identification of urbanization attributes promoting security breaches in the study area; 
and detection of statistical significance relationship between urbanization attributes and the 
occurrence of regional security breaches in Southwest Nigeria.

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

Human settlements have been receiving the attention of scholars and development agencies. 
Principally, urbanisation, population and related regional issues have also been among the 
major issues attracting attention at different periods in the development and growth of human 
settlements. According to Hossain, Huq, Mamun, Nowrin, Ether, Sarker, Khan, and Adams 
(2017), urbanization is defined as a classical influx of population in one area with characteristics 
of a city, and is taking place at a rapid and unsustainable rate in the low and middle–income 
countries of Asia and Africa, with urban inhabitants trapped in an insecure and socially 
disorganized state. Security breaches and related violence are on the rise, with residents at the 
receiving end of the highly unplanned and unorganized urbanization. Hence, Hossain et al. 
(2017) opined that violence is one of the manifestations of rapid urbanization that affects the 
lives of millions with various long–lasting consequences. The developing world’s population, 
including Nigeria’s, is becoming more urbanized as a result of both natural growth and intra–
city and rural–urban migration.
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The United Nations Population Division (2014) attested to the fact that urban population is 
increasing at an alarming rate, and there is need to prepare for additional 944 million urban 
dwellers in Africa and 1,449 million in Asia predicted for 2050. Hence, accommodating these 
bogus increasing numbers of urban dwellers efficiently and equitably in a planet where global 
limits need to be addressed will be difficult and will require deliberate attention. Also, various 
spatial categories of human settlements, including communities, towns, and cities, have been 
the major facilitators of socio–economic growth and development (Zubairu, 2017), while 
the persistent urban poverty in many developing countries characterized by issues relating 
to environmental sanitation, urban food, housing, public transport, and pollution problems. 
In response to the aforementioned unpleasant situation, Sustainable Development Goal 11 of 
the United Nations (2017) gives explicit recognition to the transformative potential of cities 
and the capacity to realize other goals. With this, urbanization not only brings opportunities 
to new urban developments but, conversely, leads to the loss of arable land, degradation of 
ecosystems, and socio–environmental changes to the urban populations and fringe. However, 
most regions of the world are rapidly urbanizing, including North America, Europe, Latin 
America, the Caribbean, West Asia, and Africa. Accordingly, each continent has a different 
share of the population living in urban areas (McGranahan & Satterthwaite, 2014). According 
to the United Nations (2018), East Asia still has rapid urbanization with over 60 percent 
urbanization; North Africa has over 50 percent urbanization; Sub–Saharan Africa has about 
40 percent urbanization with an annual growth rate of 1.4 percent; South Asia has 36 percent 
urbanization with 1.2 percent annual growth; and Southeast Asia has 49 percent urbanization 
with an annual growth rate of 1.3 percent.

According to Aloba (2004), the classic economic model of urbanization, in general, is about 
technological change and structural transformation, which ultimately benefits cities, investors, 
and residents. In this way, people move from rural farms to urban factories in response to higher 
productivity in cities. While East Asia and regions that urbanized prior to the late 20th century 
seem to follow technological change and structural transformation, sub–Saharan Africa is 
urbanizing at levels of per capita income that are lower than when previous regions urbanized 
and, as such, growing without the expected increase in manufacturing or decline in agriculture. 
With the proportion of urban residents having risen rapidly in recent years, Ekpenyong (2015) 
noted that the rapid increase in urbanization poses new and different challenges for food security.

Meanwhile, Henderson and Turner (2020) observed that cities in the developing world do 
less well at protecting their residents from lifestyle diseases and crime, while female residents 
are susceptible to domestic violence, assaults, and related security breaches. In this regard, 
Oguntunde, Ojo, Okagbue and Oguntunde (2018) observed that cities and large urban centres 
in the country are prone to major crimes such as rape, murder, burglary, fraud, terrorism, 
robbery, cyber–crimes, bribery, kidnapping, corruption, money laundering and ritual killings 
among others in recent times. Giving the statistics of crime related incidences in Nigerian 
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cities, Ukoji, Ayodokun and Eze (2018) opined that 1.4% increase in the number of violent 
deaths was recorded in 2018, while fatalities also increased from 10,515 in 2017 to 10,665 in 
2018. Resultantly, political violence, land issues, religious issues, cattle grazing, and road traffic 
accidents dominated the occurrences.

Likewise, many urban centers and villages in the northeastern part of the country are seriously 
affected by banditry and the Boko Haram conflict. Accordingly, Rufai (2021) states that the 
consequences of the security breaches are enormous and not only spreading into the peri–
urban areas but also gravely felt in many Nigerian cities, where with about 2,829 killed in 2017 
and 2,135 in 2018, many people were internally displaced. In related development, like the 
EndSARS protests, Akanmu et al. (2021) and Akanmu et al., (2020) opined that the COVID–19 
lockdown measures observed in the country have also ignited the spike in crime including the 
disruption of public peace, theft, and rape/sexual assault in many Nigerian cities in addition to 
joblessness, poor spatial planning, poor governance, impoverishment, and poverty identified 
as major catalysts for crime spikes during lockdown in many cities in the country.

3.0 MATERIALS AND METHODS

3.1  Study area

The study area is the Nigerian Southwestern region, which is a geopolitical zone of Nigeria, 
comprising of Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, and Oyo State, with corresponding capitals 
consisting of Ado–Ekiti, Ikeja, Abeokuta, Akure, Osogbo, and Ibadan, respectively. The 
Southwestern region which lies between latitudes 6oN and 81/2oN of the equator and longitudes 
3oE and 5oE of Greenwich Meridian Time (GMT), with a total area of 79, 048 sq. kilometres 
(Fig. 1). The region is characterized by different classes of cities, including first class (Ikeja), 
second class (Abeokuta, Ibadan), and third class (Badagry, Epe, Ife, Ijebu–Ode, Ilaro, Akure, 
Oshogbo, Ondo, Ado–Ekiti etc.), and with various urban landuse patterns, including the Central 
Business District (CBD), zone of transition, suburban, and rural–urban fringe (Mabogunje, 
1968; Oyesiku, 1998). In other words, for the purpose of the study, the urban landuse pattern 
as indicated above was used as the regional categorization of the study area. This regional 
categorization was used to study the occurrence of security breaches in the Southwestern 
communities. 
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Figure 1: Southwestern Nigerian States: The Study Area

 3.2  Study Methodology

Efforts to understand the residents’ experiences of urbanization and regional security breaches 
in the Nigerian Southwestern communities and the need to address the perceived effect of such 
security breaches form the rationale to inquire and elicit data from residents. A survey research 
design was adopted for this study. However, due to the geographical spread of the region and 
the spread of the COVID–19 pandemic across the globe, the use of online–based survey design 
and administration of research instruments in seeking answers to research questions on security 
breaches and urbanization in the communities situated in the state capitals was employed. The 
online electronic or internet survey has recently gained popularity in academic research due 
to the attributed benefits that include low cost of conducting the survey, easy and fast response 
rate, convenience and free social assaults, and time–collation of results for further analysis, 
among others.

In other words, convenience sampling, which is a non–probability sampling method, was used 
in sampling internet users across the Southwestern part of the country. The convenience internet 
or electronic survey technique allows for the use of a one–time survey that invites and gives 
right to all residents’ participation from any community in the study area who have access to any 
mobile devices with a functioning android or iOS powered operating system to accommodate 
the online invitation. A Google form was used to design and process the questionnaire, and 
the online invitation and administration were done through various social media platforms 
including WhatsApp, Telegram, etc. This was first shared among the author’s contacts, who 



32

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl anners abuja 2022

were later encouraged to share it among their network. However, the survey invitation was 
active for three months from the day of its first release, between June 25 and August 30, 2020, 
and was updated between September 1 and 24, 2021.

A total of 1671 questionnaires were administered, while 1267 (76%) were retrieved and used 
for analysis. The remaining 24% that were not fully completed by the respondents were filtered 
out and excluded from analysis. The validity and reliability test of the research instrument was 
achieved through a Cronbach Alpha value of 0.78 and 0.76 for sections B and D of the scale 
used. The data was presented and analyzed using both descriptive (percentage distribution) 
and summarizing (summation of Mean Weighted Value MWV) methods. Accordingly, the 
summation of MWV in the four–point Likert’s scale for the analysis of the security breaches 
by residents with a hypothetical gradation value consisting of strongly disagree (SD = 1), 
disagree (D = 2), agree (A = 3), and strongly agree (SA = 4). In line with Fasina et al. (2020) and 
Akanmu et al. (2021), the index for each variable was arrived at by dividing the Summation of 
Weight Value (SWV) by the total number of responses. The SWV for each of the variables was 
obtained through the addition of the product of the number of responses to each aspect and 
the respective weight value attached to each rating. This is expressed mathematically as thus: 

SWV =  ……….……………equation 1

Where: 

SWV = Summation of Weight Value,

 = number of respondents to rating 

Y  the weight assigned a value ( = 1, 2, 3, 4)

Thus, the higher the Relative Mean Index (RMI), the higher the level of effectiveness for the 
variable under consideration is, and this is expressed quantitatively as:

RMI’ =  … ……… equation 2. 

Moreover, inferential (Fisher’s Exact Test) statistical techniques were used to test the hypothetical 
statement, while the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 21 was used for data 
presentation and analysis. 

4.0 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the data collated on security breaches and related issues of concern in the 
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Southwestern communities of the country are presented in this section. Therefore, the section 
provides an analysis of the responses to security breaches experienced by respondents in the 
study area.

4.1  Residents’ socioeconomic characteristics

The results of the analysis of socio–economic characteristics of respondents across the 
communities in the Southwestern part of the country are presented in Table 1. The results 
revealed that respondents were spread across various categories of settlements, with almost 
half (50.2%) located at state capitals, one–quarter (25.6%) are in various towns, and 10.5% are 
located within the jurisdiction of local government headquarters, while the remaining 12.5% and 
1.3% are found in the hinterland adjoining urban centers and rural areas respectively. Further 
to this is the fact that the states of residence of these respondents cut across the six states in the 
Southwest geopolitical zone in the country as 13.4% were from Ogun State, 10.5% from Osun 
State, 15.5% from Ondo State, 31.2% from Oyo State, 14.0% from Ekiti State, and 15.3% from 
Lagos State, with residents having a varying range of periods of residency. Accordingly, l.7% 
have been living in their domain since birth, while 10.7% have less than 5 years of residency 
in their current geographical location, and 18.9% have been living in the area between 5 and 
10 years. Also, more than one quarter (28.3%) have spent between 11 and 15 years in the area, 
while less than a quarter (23.0%) have stayed between 16 and 20 years, and the remaining 7.3% 
have lived for more than 20 years in their present location. This means that more than 11.7% of 
residents sampled have been living in their area for more than 5 years and, hence, are familiar 
with security breaches and related issues in the area of study.

Gender classification of respondents revealed that more males (60.6%) responded to the 
administered questionnaire than their female counterparts (39.6%) which might be occasioned 
by the pandemic lockdown and other physical movement restrictions that forced everyone to 
be at home and have time for many sundry issues during the period. Data on marital status 
of respondents showed that only 10.9% are single, while more than three quarters (81.4%) 
are married, and the remaining 1.7% and 6.0% are divorced or widowed, indicating that the 
vast majority of respondents are of mature mind with a family to cater for. Further to this is 
the fact that respondents are characterized by their working age population as only 2.4% of 
respondents are between 18–25 years of age, while 10.4% each are between 26–35 years and 
36–45 years. Also, almost half (26.2%) and less than half (23.3%) are 46–55 years and 56–65 
years, respectively, aside from the remaining 23.3% whose ages exceed 65 years. 

There is a high literacy level among the respondents sampled across geopolitical zones in 
the country as only 3.4% have no formal educational qualification, while 8.5% have primary 
school leaving qualifications and more than a quarter (30.3%) have senior secondary school. 
The minimum levels of educational attainment of others are National Certificate in Education/
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National Diploma (11.9%), first degree/HND (31.8%), and postgraduate level (14.0%).

With respect to occupation characteristics, it is observed that a substantial number of respondents 
engaged in socio–economic activities, as only 6.7% were unemployed, 10.4% were students, 
and 4.4% were retirees. Others, which include more than a quarter (27.1%) are government 
employees; 10.5% work for private organizations; and more than a quarter (40.3%) are self–
employed or in personal businesses. Moreover, it is observed that the average monthly income 
of respondents varied significantly, as only 9.0% earned below the national minimum wage, 
while 17.0% earned N30,001–N50,000 and 3.6% earned N50,001–N70,000. In addition, 14.8% 
earned N70,001–N90,000 while more than a quarter (36.5%) earned N90,001–N110,000 and 
the remaining 36.5% earned more than N110,000. 

Data on religion affinity shows that all major religion denominations are practiced by respondents 
as 46.2% practice Islam, 41.8% practice Christianity, 8.4% practice traditional religion, and the 
remaining 3.6% practice unclassified other religion. Household size among the respondents 
ranged from less than 2 (10.3%), 2–4 persons (29.1%), 4–6 persons (27.0%), and more than 6 
persons (33.5%). This relatively large household sizes, justified the possible concerns for safety 
and security during the COVID–19 pandemic lockdown measures in the country. 

Table 1: Socio–economic characteristics of Respondents

Nature of settlement 
location

Geopolitical zone of 
residency

Variable Frequency Percent State Frequency Percent
Local Govt. Hqrts. 133 10.5 Ogun 170 13.4
State capital 636 50.2 Osun 133 10.5
Town 324 25.6 Ondo 198 15.6
Hinterland 158 12.5 Oyo 395 31.2
Rural 16 1.3 Ekiti 177 14.0
Others – – Lagos 194 15.3
Total 1267 100.0 Total 1267 100.0
Period of residency 
in the area

Gender classification

Since birth 148 11.7 Male 765 60.4
Below 5 years 136 10.7 Female 502 39.6
5–10 years 240 18.9 Total 1267 100.0
11–15 years 359 28.3 Marital status
16–20 years 292 23.0 Single 138 10.9
Above 20 years 92 7.3 Married 1031 81.4
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Total 1267 100.0 Divorced 22 1.7
Age classification Widow/widower 76 6.0
18–25 years 31 2.4 Total 1267 100.0

26–35 years 132 10.4
Minimum education 
level

36–45 years 182 14.4 None 43 3.4
46–55 years 332 26.2 Pry. Level 108 8.5
56–65 years 295 23.3 Second. Level 151 11.9
Above 65 years 295 23.3 NCE/ND 403 31.8
Total 1267 100.0 First Degree/HND 178 14.0
Occupation charac-
teristics

Postgraduate 120 9.5

Unemployed 87 6.9 Total 1267 100.0

Student 137 10.8
Average monthly in-
come

Govt. employee 343 27.1 Below #30,000 462 36.5
Private employee 133 10.5 #30,000–#50,000 216 17.0
Self–employee 511 40.3 #50,001–#70,000 46 3.6
Retiree 56 4.4 #70,001–#90,000 188 14.8
Total 1267 100.0 #90,001–#110,000 114 9.0
Religion practice Above #110,000 241 19.0
Islamic 585 46.2 Total 1267 100.0
Christianity 530 41.8 Household size
Traditional 107 8.4 Below 2 persons 131 10.3
Others 45 3.6 2–4 persons 369 29.1
Total 1267 100.0 5–7 persons 342 27.0

Above 7 persons 425 33.5
Total 1267 100.0

Authors’ Fieldwork (2020 & 2021)

4.2 Types and nature of security breaches

The data collected on the nature and spatial dimension of security breaches experienced by 
respondents was analyzed in line with the principles stated in equations 1 and 2. The four–
point Likert Scale was for the analysis of the security breaches associated with urbanization in 
the communities across the six states in the Southwestern part of the country, experienced by 
residents, with gradation values consisting of Never [N], Rarely [R], Sometimes [S] and Often 
[O]. Accordingly, the corresponding values consist of N =1, R = 2, S =3 and O =4. Analysis of 
the results produced an SWV of 57.7584 for the examined 27 indicators, while the RMI was 
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estimated to be 2.139. Accordingly, thirteen variables that have mean index values that are 
significantly greater than the relative index value of the analysis were found to be highly potent, 
denoting the most experienced security breaches experienced by respondents. Precisely, internet 
fraud (3.3173), mobility stress (3.2968), traffic robbery (3.2202), and kidnapping (3.0182), 
which have the highest index values, are the most prime security concerns of the people. In 
addition, housing stress/demand (2.9732), dispossession of belongings (2.8919), human rituals/
murder (2.6740), car snatching (2.5793), POS robbery (2.4159), vehicle vandalism (2.3883), 
urban violence (2.3441), phone snatching (2.3268), domestic violence (2.2770), and drugs/
narcotics (2.2170) joined in decreasing order of magnitude among the security breaches that 
are associated with urbanization and territorial invasion, including increasing population.

The remaining thirteen variables, which include looting, public assault, obstruction to law 
enforcement, rape/sexual assault, public peace disruptions, mugged, household commodities’ 
related crime, property damage, burglary/house breaking, dangerous weapon attack, assassination, 
and religious crisis, however, are less pronounced considering the fact that their individual index 
value is far below the relative index value of the whole analysis; hence, denoting they are less 
pronounced among the respondents.
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Table 2: Nature and types of security breaches 

Crime incidences N R S O TWV RIM MIV RK
Crime related to household com-
modities

807 658 201 176 1882 1.4854 2.1392 21

Public assault 574 772 318 804 2468 1.9479 16
Public peace disruption 784 742 204 176 1906 1.5043 19
Housing stress 190 414 951 2212 3767 2.9732 5
POS operator’s robbery 346 572 1191 952 3061 2.4159 9
Burglary/house–breaking 838 572 1191 952 1801 1.4215 23
Rape/sexual assault 773 746 255 144 1918 1.5138 18
Human trafficking 248 456 1800 764 3268 2.5793 8
Kidnapping 193 260 1215 2156 3824 3.0182 4
Urban violence 408 634 720 1208 2970 2.3441 11
Human rituals and murder 220 590 1290 1288 3386 2.6740 7
Looting/gang violence 630 540 333 1024 2527 1.9945 15
Internet fraud 32 418 1053 2700 4203 3.3173 1
Traffic robbery 18 776 474 2812 4080 3.2202 3
Assassination 932 584 129 0 1733 1.3678 25
Religion crisis 903 570 150 0 4652 1.3039 27
Domestic violence without injury 888 548 264 68 1768 1.3954 24
Invasion/intrusion of privacy 880 632 192 28 1732 1.3670 26
Mugged 851 488 375 188 1902 1.5012 20
Property damaged 912 540 48 276 1776 1.4017 22
Phone snatching 458 424 966 1100 2948 2.3268 12
Domestic violence 523 356 774 1232 2885 2.2770 13
Obstruction of law enforcement 793 570 222 460 2045 1.6140 17
Vehicle vandalism 150 1350 726 800 3026 2.3883 10
Dispossession of personal belong-
ings

151 460 1473 1580 3664 2.8919 6

Hard drugs & narcotics abuse 36 2012 417 344 2809 2.2170 14
Mobility stress 23 542 840 2772 4177 3.2968 2

Authors’ Fieldwork (2020 & 2021)

4.3 Security breaches’ regional characteristics and spatial dimension

In addition, data analyzed on the temporal characteristics of security breaches presented in 
Table 3 shows the absence of any specific fixed time for the experience and occurrence of 
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security breaches in the urban centres in the study area. Specifically, 9.8% of respondents 
attributed the occurrence of security breaches to between 12.00 midnight and 6.00 am, while 
13.9% attributed such to between 6.00 am and 12.00 noon, and less than a quarter (22.7%) 
experienced such between 12.00 noon and 6.00 pm. Furthermore, 13.9% believe that the period 
for security breaches and occurrences is unpredictable, while 40% believe that such occurrences 
occur between 6.00 pm and 2.00 am in the study area. Furthermore, the days of security breach 
occurrence are weekdays (9.4%) and weekends (24.1%), with nearly two–thirds of respondents 
(66.5%) attributing its occurrence to unpredictable days, and nearly three–quarters (73.6%) 
having previously been a victim of security breaches, while the remaining 26.4% have not.

Further, more than a quarter of respondents (75.6%) across the communities in the Southwestern 
region of the country have been victims of security breaches, while slightly more than a quarter 
(26.4%) have not been victims in recent times. In this respect, most of the crime and security 
breaches were prone in the central business district (41.4%), followed by the suburban area 
(35.5%), while the zones of transition (10.4%) and rural–urban fringe (12.7%) were observed to 
be areas with the least security breaches. Table 3 revealed that the majority of security breaches 
(60.2%) were experienced at home, with 19.1% of respondents believing that such occur anywhere 
in the society/community, 14.6% experiencing such on the street, and 3.7% experiencing such 
a crime occurrence at an Automated Teller Machines (ATM) stands. Furthermore, 10.3% had 
been a victim of a crime once, 53.7% had been a victim twice, 5.9% had been a victim more 
than three times, and 26.8% had not been a victim but had heard of one.

With respect to rescue support during crime and security breaches, more than half of the 
respondents surveyed (61.8%) received rescue support, while 12.3% did not receive any rescue 
support, and the remaining 26.3% were indifferent. The sources of rescue support received 
during the incidences varied and consisted of government security agents (16.3%), community 
vigilantes (28.2%), friends and neighbors (8.1%), and self–defense (6.6%), while 20.4% provided 
rescue support for victims and the remaining 20.3% were rescued by those around the scene 
of the crime. On the promptness of rescue efforts, it is observed that 11.5% of respondents are 
indifferent. 15.8% attributed such rescue as very late, 45.3% categorized it as late, and 12.8% 
assessed it as promptly, while the remaining 14.6% adjudged it to be very promptly. Hence, 
this shows that victims of crime and insecurity do suffer before rescue comes their way in the 
study area.
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Table 3: Regional Characteristics And Spatial Dimension Of Security Breaches In The 
Study Area

Period of security 
breaches

Point of Security 
breaches

Variable Frequency Percent Variable Frequency Percent
12 midnight–6am 124 9.8 On street 185 14.6
6am–12noon 176 13.9 Home 763 60.2
12noon–6pm 287 22.7 Market 47 3.7
60pm–12 mid-
night

504 39.8 ATM Stands 30 2.4

Unpredictable 176 13.9 Anywhere/unpredictable 242 19.1
Total 1267 100.0 Total 1267 100.0

Being victim of 
security breaches 

Number of time of being 
a victim of security 
breaches

Yes 932 73.6 None 339 26.8
Yes 932 73.6 Once 131 10.3
No 335 26.4 Twice 680 53.7
Total 1267 100.0 Three times 75 5.9
Days of security 
breaches occur-
rence

More than three times 42 3.3

Variable Frequency Percent Total 1267 100.0
Weekdays 119 9.4 Sources of rescue support
Weekend 305 24.1 Govt. security 207 16.3
Any day 843 66.5 Community vigilante 357 28.2
Total 1267 100.0 Friends/neighbor 103 8.1
Rescue support 
Received

Self–defense 84 6.6

Yes 778 61.8 Join to support 259 20.4
No 156 12.3 Those around 257 20.3
Indifference 333 26.3 Total 1267 100.0

Total 1267 100.0
Promptness of rescue 
efforts

Regional loca-
tion of security 
breaches 

Indifference 146 11.5
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CBD 525 41.4 Very late 200 15.8
Zone of transition 132 10.4 Late 574 45.3
Sub Urban 450 35.5 Promptly 162 12.8
Rural–Urban 
Fringe

160 12.7 Very promptly 185 14.6

Total 1267 100.0 Total 1267 100.0
Authors’ Fieldwork (2020 & 2021)

4.4 Urbanization attributes promoting security breaches in the study area 

Table 4 presents the results of the analyzed attributes of urbanization perceived by respondents 
to be promoting security breaches in the communities, which were rated on a four–point 
Likert’s Scale with a gradation value consisting of Strongly Disagree (SD=1), Disagree (D=2), 
Agree (A=3), and Strongly Agree (SA=4). In line with equation 1 and equation 2 used for the 
analysis, the results produce an SWV of 52.1438 and an MIV of 3.2590. It is, however, observed 
that invasion and encroachment (3.8240), unprecedented population density (3.6330), regional 
socio–economic imbalance (3.6212), public violence and social vices (3.4025), poor spatial 
arrangement and planning (including incomplete development and abandoned buildings) 
(3.3702), traffic congestion (3.3583), defective security measures (3.3331), infrastructure 
vulnerability (3.3268), social incoherence (3.3047), environmental degradation (3.2968), and 
poverty and economic downturn (3.2731) are prime attributes of urbanization promoting security 
breaches in the communities. The remaining factors, such as poor community development, 
haphazard socio–economic activities, poor governance, slum creation, and intractable logistics 
activities, are less potent as their relative index mean is lower than the overall mean index value 
of the analysis; hence, they contributed less to security breaches within the study area.
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Table 4: Urbanization Attributes Promoting Security Breaches In The Study Area

Indicators SD D A SA TWV RIM MIV RK

Poor spatial arrangement and 
planning (including incomplete 
development and abandoned 
buildings)

128 300 342 3500 4270 3.3702 3.2590 5

Haphazard socio–economic activ-
ities

69 606 891 2392 3958 3.1239 13

Poor governance 261 216 720 2632 3829 3.0221 14
Defective security measures 37 504 690 2992 4223 3.3331 7
Social incoherence 14 500 1017 2656 4187 3.3047 9
Intractable logistics activities 164 1398 630 776 2968 2.3425 16
Traffic congestion 176 38 741 3300 4255 3.3583 6
Environmental degradation 113 248 912 2904 4177 3.2968 10
Infrastructure vulnerability 48 372 1011 2784 4215 3.3268 8
Unprecedented population density 28 106 555 3824 4603 3.6330 2
Poverty and economic downturn 32 516 927 2672 4147 3.2731 11
Invasion and encroachment 12 16 513 4304 4845 3.8240 1
Regional socio–economic imbal-
ance

58 96 630 3804 4588 3.6212 3

Slum creation 90 1296 330 1676 3392 2.6772 15
Poor community development 105 240 1245 2508 4098 3.2344 12
Public violence and social vices 121 144 750 3296 4311 3.4025 4

Authors’ Fieldwork (2020 & 2021)

4.5  Hypothesis testing

4.5.1 Association between urbanization attributes and the occurrence of regional security breaches 
in the study area using Cross–tabulation and Fisher’s Exact Test

Further investigations were conducted into the impact of urbanization on the occurrence of 
regional security breaches in the study area. Descriptively, cross–tabulation was used to relate 
the relationship between the categorical variable (occurrence of security breaches) and a group 
of independent variables (urbanization attributes) used to measure urbanisation. Based on the 
cross–tabulation results shown in Table 5, it can be deduced that the occurrence of security 
breaches occasioned by urbanization attributes was more prominent in CBD and suburban 
areas than in the zone of transition and rural–urban fringe. By implication, the impact of 
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urbanization on the occurrence of security breaches varies across regional categorization or 
urban land use patterns in the study area.

In other words, the observed statistical relationship between the urbanization attributes and 
the occurrence of regional security breaches through the use of Fisher’s Exact Test is also 
presented in Table 5. The findings through the Fisher’s Exact Test of the impact of urbanization 
attributes on the occurrence of regional security breaches show that all the sixteen (16) examined 
urbanization attributes influenced the occurrence of regional security breaches in the study 
area (Table 5). These findings were observed and confirmed to be statistically significant as 
their calculated significant values for the Fisher’s Exact Test were less than the table significant 
value of 0.05 (Table 4). As a result, the null hypothesis (H0) is rejected, and the alternative 
hypothesis (H1), which states that urbanization attributes statistically influence the occurrence 
of regional security breaches, is accepted. By implication, it can be inferred that the observed 
surge in regional security breaches is influenced by the level of urbanization across various 
communities in Southwestern Nigeria.

Table 14: Cross–tabulation and chi–square tests of urbanization and occurrence of regional 
security breaches

Regional 
Security 
Breaches

Fisher’s 
Exact 
Test

Urbaniza-
tion Attrib-
utes 

CBD Sub 
Urban 

 Zone of 
Transition

Rural–
Urban 
Fringe

Total Value Sig.

Haphazard 
socio–eco-
nomic activ-
ities

Strongly 
Disagree

5.2 1.3 0.0 0.0 6.6 69.724 0.000

Disagree 28.7 26.8 8.1 8.5 72.1
Agree 5.1 5.2 1.5 3.1 14.9
Strongly 
Agree

2.3 2.2 0.8 1.1 6.5

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Poor spatial 
arrangement 
and planning

Strongly 
Disagree

2.1 4.6 0.0 0.8 7.5 135.714 0.000

Disagree 11.4 14.1 2.5 0.8 28.8
Agree 13.0 6.2 4.2 3.6 27.0
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Strongly 
Agree

14.8 10.7 3.7 7.5 36.7

Total 41.1 35.5 10.4 12.5 100
Poor govern-
ance

Strongly 
Disagree

3.9 6.7 0.0 0.0 10.7 139.160 0.000

Disagree 0.0 2.7 0.0 0.0 2.7
Agree 10.5 7.2 2.7 3.1 23.4
Strongly 
Agree

26.9 18.9 7.7 9.6 63.2

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Defective 
security 
measures

Strongly 
Disagree

20.8 12.1 5.6 8.8 47.2 140.016 0.000

Disagree 8.7 6.6 1.6 2.1 18.9
Agree 5.7 12.8 3.2 1.8 23.5
Strongly 
Agree

6.2 4.1 0.0 0.0 10.3

Total 41.4 35.1 10.4 12.7 100
Social inco-
herence

Strongly 
Disagree

27.8 21.2 8.4 10.5 67.9 92.009 0.000

Disagree 10.8 7.8 2.1 2.2 22.9
Agree 0.6 2.7 0.0 0.0 3.3
Strongly 
Agree

2.1 3.8 0.0 0.0 5.9

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Intractable 
logistics 
activities 

Strongly 
Disagree

2.1 1.5 1.1 0.2 5.0 115.556 0.000

Disagree 9.2 6.8 1.8 3.0 20.8
Agree 19.5 10.3 6.0 7.1 42.9
Strongly 
Agree

10.5 17.0 1.5 2.4 31.3

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Traffic con-
gestion

Strongly 
Disagree

2.9 1.5 0.1 0.4 4.9 115.199 0.000

Disagree 11.8 7.2 5.8 4.5 29.2
Agree 19.7 17.6 2.4 7.5 47.1
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Strongly 
Agree

7.0 9.2 2.2 0.3 18.8

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Environmen-
tal degrada-
tion

Strongly 
Disagree

9.0 16.3 2.7 5.9 33.9 304.931 0.000

Disagree 10.3 5.4 0.0 0.8 16.4
Agree 12.5 9.6 0.2 1.6 23.8
Strongly 
Agree

9.6 4.3 7.6 4.4 25.9

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Infrastruc-
ture vulnera-
bility 

Strongly 
Disagree

0.5 0.9 0.0 0.1 1.4 178.721 0.000

Disagree 17.7 9.5 0.0 0.7 28.0
Agree 3.6 6.8 1.3 3.0 14.7
Strongly 
Agree

19.6 18.3 9.2 8.8 55.9

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Unprec-
edented 
population 
density

Strongly 
Disagree

16.7 5.5 4.3 4.7 20.8 157.371 0.000

Disagree 7.2 2.1 0.9 1.5 6.4
Agree 3.2 5.4 2.6 1.8 18.9
Strongly 
Agree

14.4 22.4 2.6 4.7 53.8

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Poverty and 
economic 
downturn

Strongly 
Disagree

6.2 5.5 4.3 4.7 20.8 122.097 0.000

Disagree 1.9 2.1 0.9 1.5 6.4
Agree 9.1 5.4 2.6 1.8 18.9
Strongly 
Agree

24.2 22.4 2.6 4.7 53.8

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Invasion and 
encroach-
ment

Strongly 
Disagree

17.2 7.2 2.6 5.8 32.8 183.549 0.000



45

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

Disagree 3.0 4.1 2.2 2.8 12.2
Agree 10.5 7.4 4.3 3.1 25.3
Strongly 
Agree

10.7 16.8 1.3 0.9 29.8

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Regional so-
cio–econom-
ic imbalance

Strongly 
Disagree

34.2 16.0 8.8 10.8 69.8 284.477 0.000

Disagree 5.5 7.2 1.7 1.0 16.3
Agree 0.3 1.8 0.0 0.0 2.1
Strongly 
Agree

1.3 10.5 0.0 0.0 11.8

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Slum crea-
tion

Strongly 
Disagree

34.4 16.2 8.8 10.4 69.8 282.665 0.000

Disagree 5.3 7.0 1.7 2.3 16.3
Agree 0.3 1.7 0.0 0.0 2.1
Strongly 
Agree

1.3 10.6 0.0 0.0 11.9

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Poor com-
munity de-
velopment

Strongly 
Disagree

27.5 19.5 7.2 9.9 64.1 177.875 0.000

Disagree 9.1 11.0 1.7 2.5 24.3
Agree 0.0 4.4 0.0 0.0 4.4
Strongly 
Agree

4.7 0.6 1.6 0.3 7.2

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100
Public vi-
olence and 
social vices

Strongly 
Disagree

15.7 13.5 4.1 5.4 38.8 191.011 0.000

Disagree 16.7 9.0 5.7 4.3 35.7
Agree 7.4 3.4 0.3 2.4 13.6
Strongly 
Agree

1.6 9.6 0.3 0.5 12.0

Total 41.4 35.5 10.4 12.7 100

Authors’ Fieldwork, 2021
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5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Urbanization has become a global phenomenon in the last two decades, with an increasing 
number of people and activities making a living in the cities and large urban areas. Invariably, 
the rate at which urbanization is taking place in Nigerian communities is no doubt alarming. 
Meanwhile, many urban and rural areas are being transformed and urbanized with varying 
degrees of development and socio–economical and physical invasion within and beyond 
communities. With this, the urban fringe and suburbs are no longer spared from unwanted 
intrusions and security breaches in recent times.

As a result, security breaches and related issues have been more pronounced in urban centres 
across the world in recent times. However, many communities in Nigeria, like in communities 
and urban centres in other parts of the world, are not exempted from security breaches. Also, 
the worsening growth of insecurities and security breaches in almost every part and community 
in Nigeria is not only alarming but worrisome to residents and other state and non–state actors, 
with terrorism, banditry, religious extremists, home burglary, and political and ethno–religious 
violence taking centre stage.

Having examined urbanization and regional security breaches from residents’ perspectives in 
selected communities within the Southwestern part of Nigeria, the study concluded that regional 
disparities in terms of socio–economic activities, means of livelihood, and infrastructural 
facilities, among others, continue to promote security breaches and regional vulnerability of 
residents in Southwestern communities of the country. In order to ameliorate the agony related 
to security breaches, the following are therefore recommended:

First, there is a need for urgent rejuvenation and advancement of the built environment with 
smart security measures to complement the activities of the regional security framework. 
Thus, immediate investment in regional physical planning, combined with concerted efforts 
to minimize unregulated urban sprawl and invasion, as well as regional gaps, is required to 
ensure a safer society in urbanized communities. Also, the frustration and agony experienced 
by the epileptic public utilities, facilities, and services have to be addressed as this pandemic is 
an avenue to reset the provision, maintenance, and management of community infrastructure, 
especially the utilities, facilities, and services required to make living in the communities 
worthwhile. This is in line with the position of Akanmu et al. (2020; 2021) that infrastructure 
remains a basic ingredient for successful living and working in human settlements. As a result, 
the extent to which functional utilities, facilities, and services are available and adequate in 
communities will be reflected in the socioeconomic performance of those communities and 
society as a whole.

In addition, concise effort should be channeled to spatial reordering and total re–planning of 
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communities in order to minimize security breaches through loopholes created by unsecured 
entries and existing as well as immigration by aliens in disguise who pose security threats to 
the immediate communities and the large society; hence, the slight modification of Agbola’s 
1997 notion of a gated community to suit modern reality has to be considered. Also, modern 
security and safety enhancement mechanisms such as street lighting systems, surveillance 
cameras, close–circuit systems, and other safe city apparatus have to be installed at strategic 
locations in the communities by government and development partners for real–time updates 
on efficient protection of lives and properties as well as for early detection of security breaches. 

Also, hidden places for criminals occasioned by poor spatial arrangement and planning including 
incomplete development and abandoned buildings vis–à–vis undeveloped lands in the built 
environment should be combed, while regular patrol of law enforcement agents in civilized and 
best professional conduct is strongly advocated. Finally, innovative and emerging collaborative 
strategy involving community policing and community watch systems has to be adapted and 
strengthened, coupled with functional and rapid emergency response mechanisms in the event 
of a security breach in the community.
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ABSTRACT

Although crime is not the exclusive preserve of urban centres, urban 
crime and insecurity are more concentrated, more lethal, but less 
detected in large cities. This study examined the distribution of crime 
spots in public spaces in Port Harcourt metropolis with a view to 
providing information that will assist residents to make informed 
travel decisions. The rapid assessment survey design method was used 
due to its ability to incorporate multiple measurement objectives. 
Findings showed that crime spots were unequally distributed across 
the public spaces examined. Further analysis showed that most crime 
spots were within and around major road junctions dominated 
by commercial activities. The flashpoints for purse and cell phone 
snatching, pick pocketing were the Miles 1 and 3 parks, Garrison 
junction, Rumuola junction, Lagos Bus stop, Marine–base area, Eleme 
junction and Eliozu flyovers (interchange). Others are Rumuokoro 
roundabout, Borokiri–Sand–Field, Abonnema water–side axis, 
and Eleme refinery junction. It was also observed that financial 
fraud (One Chance) was perpetuated along major routes such as 
Rumuola–Rumuokwuta–Choba route, Rumuokoro–Choba route, 
Eleme junction–Rumuodara–Rumuokoro route and Ada–Gorege–
Location axis. Generally, there was high level of Fear of Crime in 
the area with greater percentage of respondents feeling safe at home 
during the day than at night and would prefer to remain indoors rather 
than embark on a journey. There is need for planning prescriptions to 
make public spaces defensible by bringing them under the control of 
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residents, ensuring that these spaces are always busy and encourage 
activities as complementary alternatives.

Keywords: Space, Urban crime, Crime hotspot, Urban growth, 
Criminality, Fear of crime

1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the challenges facing modern planning in the 21st century is the ability of planning 
and its prescriptions, to handle rising crime and criminality in both urban and rural spaces. 
The new urban age is characterized by emergence of large urban conurbations occasioned by 
increase in the number of people living in urban centres. Rapid urbanization among world 
nations unfortunately is accompanied by corresponding increase in the incidences of urban 
crime and criminality. The issues of urban crime and crime fighting may have assumed serious 
dimensions due to the unplanned nature of most cities especially among those in the developing 
nations of the world. The general view is that planning and its prescriptions can be deployed 
to reduce crime and aid crime fighting in space. This has not been the case especially in most 
less developed economies of the world where poor urban planning and design complicate the 
issue of crime fighting and prevention.

UN–Habitat (2007) opines that poorly planned and managed urbanization, particularly in the 
developing world, has brought increased levels of crime, violence, and lawlessness. The same 
source has it that globally, one in five people have been victims of violence and crime, as 60 per 
cent of all urban residents in developing countries have been victims of crime, where women, 
young people and those lacking security of land tenure are more vulnerable to risk. 

The twenty–first century have been branded the world’s urbanization century as more areas 
which hitherto were rural settlements are likely to become urban centres especially in the less 
developed nations. The problem here is not those areas are getting urbanized, but more on the 
rate at which urbanization process is proceeding without corresponding increase in economic 
growth and the provision of urban infrastructure and services. Uncoordinated urbanization 
may be accompanied by increasingly urban violence and crime including a sense of insecurity 
among citizens of a place. Though crime is not the exclusive preserve of urban centres, urban 
violence, crime and insecurity tend to be concentrated, more lethal, more variable, but less 
detectable in large cities (Agbola & Ntamark, 2017). The implication of sustained crime and 
violence in our urban space may present glimpsing picture such as long–lasting psychological 
trauma which gives rise to widespread fear that drive away investment.

Crime occurrence may be directly related to rapid and uncontrolled urbanization. Rapid 
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population increases in urban centres, gives rise to situations that cause instability, threat 
to social economic and political development as the capacity of institutional crime control 
mechanism are over stressed. Again, urban centres as against the rural centre, lack the needed 
social cohesion with respect to personal safety and for property. This sense of egoism prevalent 
in most urban areas including institutional weakness on the part of crime control agencies 
make urban centres attractive points for crime.

Port Harcourt is the capital of Rivers State whose creation by the colonial administration 
dated back to 1912. The city which began with a population of 5,000 (1912) has witnessed very 
rapid population upsurge with current population of over 5 million (NPC,2006). The growth 
of the area is linked to the changes in the socio–economic and political life of the city. The 
presence of hydrocarbon and its strategic location (close to the coast) are some of the factors 
that underscore the continuous growth of Port Harcourt. Rapid rural–urban migration in the 
area is phenomenal as people converge in the area in search of ‘greener pastures. The upsurge 
in population and economic growth in Port Harcourt also result in increase in crime at specific 
points in the city. Residents of the city have often times fallen victim to different forms of crime 
leading to increased Fear of Crime in the area. This study examined the distribution of crime 
spots in public spaces in Port Harcourt metropolis with a view to providing information that 
will assist residents make informed travel decisions.

2.0 THEORETICAL ORIENTATION/EMPIRICAL REVIEW

Several models exist in the literature each of which tries to explain the incidence of crime and 
how it can be controlled using planning prescription. The rational choice theory is a coinage by 
Cornish and Clarke (2003), the theory opines that crime offenders are purely rational in their 
decision–making process. Thus, for a crime to occur, the opportunistic criminal weighs the net 
reward of committing such crime vis–à–vis the effort required to accomplish such crime before 
deciding on whether or not to go ahead with such crime. This theory assumes that crime is a 
purposive behavior designed to meet the offender’s commonplace needs (Clarke,1997). The focus 
of rational choice theory is on how crime situations can be prevented and involves deliberate 
efforts at reducing all crime inducing opportunities using appropriate urban management and 
design approaches that makes crime more difficult and risky or less rewarding. (Clarke, 1997). 

The Broken Window Theory was coined by social scientists Jacobs (1961) and Wilson and 
Kelling (1982). The theory opines that State–actors through maintaining and monitoring urban 
environment by preventing small crimes helps to create an atmosphere of order and lawfulness, 
thereby preventing more serious crimes from happening. The broken window basically focuses 
on residents and non–residents contributions to maintaining order on the street, and explains 
how local businesses, institutions, and convenience stores provide a sense of having “eyes on 
the street” In trying to justify this theory Wilson and Kelling, (1982) argued:
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‘… Consider a building with a few broken windows. If the windows 
are not repaired, the tendency is for vandals to break a few more 
windows. Eventually, they may even break into the building, and if 
it’s unoccupied, perhaps become squatters or light fires inside’

For them, a successful strategy for preventing vandalism is to address the problems when they 
are small, repair the broken windows within a short time, like a day or a week, and the tendency 
is that vandals are much less likely to break more windows or do further damage.

The crime opportunity model was propounded by Cohen and Felson (1979) to explain the causal 
factors which must be in place for a given crime to be effective. In their opinion, for crime to 
occur, offenders make rational choices and thus choose targets that offer a high reward with little 
effort and risk. Thus, the occurrence of a crime depends on three related factors: the presence 
of at least one motivated offender who is ready or willing to engage in a crime, the conditions 
of the environment in which that offender is situated, and the absence of capable guardian. 

According to the opportunity theorists, the physical and social environment of the offender 
and the victim (or target) encourages or limits criminal opportunity. According to opportunity 
theory, the danger of a particular environment relates to four factors: (1) the accessibility of the 
victim or target, (2) the perceived attractiveness of the target, (3) the proximity to numerous 
potential offenders, and (4) the absence of capable guardians. The chance of a crime occurring 
is greatest in environments where accessibility, attractiveness, and proximity are high and where 
guardianship is low. (World Encyclopedia of Law 2013, 11). The main snag of this theory is 
that all crimes require opportunity but not every opportunity is followed by crime. Similarly, 
a motivated offender is necessary for the commission of a crime but not sufficient to make it 
to happen. Again, reducing accessibility or increasing guardianship in one place will cause the 
motivated offender to look for another target.

Crime Pattern Theory aims at x–raying the relationship between the routine activity of a person 
and crime incidence in both time and space. For this model, possible incidences of crime are 
linked to the daily human activity routines. The theory opines that crime incidence mimics 
routine activity pattern of individuals and since human activities takes expression in the form 
of journey to and from work, home, school and areas of shopping/ entertainment, these areas 
also constitute possible areas of crime incidence.

The crime pattern theory is closely related to rational choice and routine activities theory. 
The theory rests on the premise that, there is much stronger geographic resonation within the 
thought process of committing crime. Movement from one area, or node, to another creates 
an awareness space: places and pathways that have a general familiarity to offenders due to the 
frequency with which they are traversed. These movement, from one node to another, creates a 
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cognitive map: a mental visualization of all familiar places and paths. It is within the offender’s 
awareness space that suitable targets will be victimized. 

The Eyes on the Street theory is linked to Jacobs (1961) and opines that crime could be minimized 
by improving ‘natural surveillance’ of shared land and facilities of nearby residents, by literally 
increasing the number of people who can see it, while increasing the familiarity of residents, 
helps to easily detect undesirable or criminal behavior. This Scenario proves to be effective in 
crime control in the case of small traditional communities. Implicit in the ‘Eye on the Street 
theory is the fact that making city streets busy by continuous animation of social actions during 
an average city day, would keep city streets interesting and well occupied throughout a 24–hour 
period and helps to checkmate crime. 

The concern about crime reduction through urban approaches has since received global attention 
as it formed one of the issues of UN–Habitat’s Safer Cities Programme launched in 1996 at 
the request of African Mayors seeking to tackle urban crime and violence in their cities. The 
cardinal principles for enhancing safer neighbourhood according to the Programme, hinges on 
a holistic, integrated, multi–level government and multi–sectoral approach to improving the 
livability of cities and quality of life for all urban residents, predicated on the confidence that 
good urban governance, planning and management can improve the safety of neighborhood 
(UN–Habitat, 2007).

Several authors have written copiously in this subject area. For example, Garland (2001) favours 
the use of community policing that focuses on securing informal social control exercised 
through everyday relationships and institutions. Wilcox et al. (2004) are of the view that 
improper land use can cause disorder, and the larger the public land is, the more susceptible to 
criminal deviance. Poor Plan design can also trigger the culture of fear of Crime (FOC). Rader 
(2004) had augured that one’s perceived risk produces the Fear of Crime while fear of crime is 
elevated as the perception of disorder rises; creating a social pattern that tears the social fabric 
of a community, and leaves the residents feeling hopeless and disconnected (Ranasinghe,2012). 
Though there appears to be raising cases of crime incidence within and around Port Harcourt 
metropolis, data on their nature, type and possible flash–points needed to assist residence 
make informed travel decisions are lacking. This was considered a gap that the present study 
sought to fill.

3.0 THE STUDY AREA

Port–Harcourt was created by the British colonial administration of Nigeria between 1912 and 
1914. It is located within latitudes 4o 44’ 58.8” N and 4o 56’ 4.6” N and longitudes 6o 52’ 7.2” 
E and 7o 7’ 37.7” E. (Figure 1). Port Harcourt experiences tropical humid climate with lengthy 
and heavy rainy seasons and very short dry seasons. The municipality is endowed with abundant 
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sunshine and the temperature ranges between 25°C and 28°C (Oyegun & Ologunorisa, 1999). 
The drainage of Rivers State is poor because of the presence of many surface water bodies’ and 
heavy annual rainfall, which is between 2000mm and 2400mm (Mmom and Fred–Nwagwu, 
2013). However, Bonny River, New Calabar River, creeks and streams drain Port Harcourt 
Municipality and all enter into the Atlantic Ocean through estuaries. The state is famous for its 
vast reserve of crude oil and natural gas. Rivers State has two oil refineries, two major seaports, 
airports, and various industrial estates spread across the state. More than 60% of the country’s 
output of crude oil are produced in the state. The presence of favourable climate for business 
exerts centripetal force pulling both firm and human into the city. Rapid growth in the city’s 
population and in its spatial extent precipitates situations where public crime control agencies 
are stretched beyond their capacity with attendant implication on crime management in the area.

Figure 1: Rivers State showing Port Harcourt Metropolis

Source: Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Rivers State University
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4.0 METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study made use of the Rapid Assessment Survey Design (RASD) method since it is cost 
effective and its ability to incorporate multiple measurement objectives within individual study 
(UNDP, 2002). First a scan survey was conducted as a basis for information gathering on the 
overall crime rates and the types in the study area with a view to identifying the most serious 
and prevalent crimes that require in–depth analysis. The study adopted the non–experimental 
cross–sectional survey and observational research designs since there was no manipulation of 
the variables involved but to passively collect data on crime in the area. The study was conducted 
in the month of December, 2021 which in the authors’ view; is the month characterized by 
frequent travels within and outside the city.

The purposive sampling technique was adopted since it was difficult to identify the true 
population of study and for convenience. A total of three hundred and forty respondents were 
given questionnaires which were in open and close ended format. Only respondents who have 
attained eighteen years and above were sampled due to intricate nature of the study. The study 
was limited to selected public spaces which were mainly nodal and major transport terminus 
and/or parks where personal crimes such as purse snatching, cell phone snatching, pick pocketing 
and financial fraud also called ‘one chance’ are prevalent. 

5.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the result of the study. It begins with the demographic characteristics 
of the respondents, while the concluding section presents analysis on the different types of 
personal crimes.

5.1  Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

The gender characteristics of the respondents (Table 1) shows that 58.8 percent were males 
as against 41.2 percent females. In terms of age group, 66 percent of respondents are within 
the age bracket of 18–48 years. The high proportion of respondents in the 18–48 years’ age 
bracket in the study area may portent serious implication in terms of crime rate in the area 
given that this age bracket constitutes very active segment of any population. The occupational 
characteristics shows that 35 percent of the respondents were employed, 8 percent were into 
business, 26 percent were civil servants while 21 percent were students.
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Table 1: Socio–economic Characteristics of Respondents

Gender
No of Re-
spondent

Percent Age
No of Re-
spondent

Percent Occupation
No of Re-
spondent

%

Male 200 58.8
18–
33

 80 24 Students 70 21

Female 140 41.2
34–
48

150 44 Professional 20 6

49–
63

 70 21
Civil serv-
ant

90 26

> 63 
years 

 40 11 Business 40 12

Unem-
ployed

120 35

Total 340 100 340 100 340 100

Source: Field Survey, 2021

Figure 1: Age distribution of respondents

Source: Field Survey, 2021

The very high rate of unemployment in the study area may also have negative implications on 
the rate of crime in the area. The educational status of respondents also shows that a larger 
proportion of our respondents have completed secondary school representing 58 percent while 
those who attained university education constitute 20 percent of the sampled respondents 
(Table 2 and Figure 2)
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Table 2: Level of Education

Level of Education Respondent Percentage
No education 34 10
Primary 58 17
Secondary completed 197 58
University 51 15
Total 340 100

Source: Field Survey, 2021

Figure 2: Educational characteristics of Respondents

Source: Field Survey, 2021

5.2  The Distribution of Crime and Crime flashpoints in Port Harcourt Metropolis

A critical review of crime incidents in Port–Harcourt metropolis shows that there is spatial 
variation in the distribution of the different crimes investigated. The study revealed that most 
crime spots were within and around major road junctions and intercessions dominated by 
commercial activities. The flashpoints for purse and cell phone snatching, pick pocketing 
within the Port Harcourt metropolitan area include: the miles 1 and 3 axis; Garrison junction; 
Rumuola junction; Lagos Bus stop; marine base area; Eleme junction and Eliozu flyovers 
(interchange). Others are the Rumuokoro roundabout, Borokiri sand field, Abonnema water 
side axis,and Eleme refinery junction. It was also discovered that financial fraud (one chance) 
was perpetuated within and along major routes such as the Rumuola–Rumuokwuta–Choba 
route; Rumuokoro–Choba route; Eleme junction–Rumuodara–Rumuokoro route, and Ada 
Goreg–Location axis (Figure 3).
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Furthermore, purse snatching and pick pocket crimes were concentrated in areas such as: 
Miles 1and III areas, Garrison junction, Abali park area, Rumuokoro round–about, Lagos bus 
stop area, and Eleme Junction axis. In terms of frequency of occurrence, personal crime such 
as purse and cell phone snatching occurs more frequently than ‘one chance’ crimes. When 
asked how long they have been victims of snatching, 50 percent of the respondents indicated 
that they have fallen victims to either purse and/or cell phone snatching in the past six month 
preceding the survey time.

Figure 3: Crime Spots in Port Harcourt Metropolis

Source: Field Survey, 2021

Crime types in the study area also appeared to be gender bias as more females (60 percent) 
were more venerable to various sorts of purse snatching than males (40 percent) (figure 4). 
There was also age variation for victims of personal crime whose age bracket ranged between 
18–40 years compared to other age groups. Generally, there was high level of fear of crime in 
the area with greater percentage of the respondents feeling safe at home during the day than at 
night and would prefer to remain indoors rather than embarking on a journey.

On the ability of combating crime by the state actors, residents rated their performance to crime 
fighting in the area very low. About 60 percent of the respondents were of the view that their 
neighborhoods including public spaces were poorly policed. There was also the insinuation 
that some state security officers (the police) usually colluded with ‘area boys’ to perpetuate 
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crime in the area as some of these were committed in the full glare of security officers on duty 
with criminals going scout free. Specific mention was made of situations where police traffic 
officers on duty engaged these ‘area boys’ in the collection of various forms of illegal tolls from 
unsuspecting motorists. This seeming rapport between ‘area boys’ and the security officers 
create a situation where these ‘area boys’ exploit their victims without any fear of been arrested 
by the security officers around thus making crime a free for all exercise in the area.

It was also gathered that there was a high level bystander apathy by members of the public each 
time crime was committed. Bystander apathy describes the tendency by members of the public 
to assist a crime victim in the event of crime. The very high level of bystander apathy may not be 
unconnected to the fact that within an urban area there is loose communal attachment among 
residents. More so with high level of Fear of Crime (FOC) in the area, most residents will prefer 
to remain adamant and not render any assistant to a crime victim as a way of preventing being 
attacked in the process.

Related to high level of FOC in the area is the social production of unsafe public spaces which 
were outside the control of residents. Planning prescriptions hitherto creates public spaces 
(motor parks) which are not under the watch and control of residents thus making these spaces 
safe havens for all manner of criminal activities.

Figure 4: percentage distribution of victims of cell phone snatching by gender

Source: Field Survey, 2021

6.0 CONCLUSION

This study examined the spatial distribution of personal crimes (purse, cell phone snatching, 
pick–pocket and financial fraud) in selected public spaces in Port Harcourt metropolis. The aim 
was to identify major crime flashpoints in the area in other to help residents make informed 
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travel decisions. 

It was observed that purse and cell phone snatching constitute the major crime type with more 
female as victims. Residents within the age bracket of 18–48 years were are more vulnerable to 
purse and cell phone snatching while the FOC was is very high in the study area. The capacity 
of State actors such as the Nigeria Policy Force (NPF) to fight crime was also low calling for 
urgent need to fight the corruption that exists in the Police force. There is also need to properly 
equip the Police for prompt response to crime incidence.

Planning must be adapted in such a way that its outcome precipitates safe public spaces that 
are defensible by bringing public spaces under the control of residents. One way of achieving 
this is to produce public spaces as complementary alternatives. Public spaces such as parks 
and terminals can be used as venues for public ceremonies especially in the evenings. This will 
keep these areas busy; reduce isolation and loneliness that provides impetus and safe havens for 
crime. There is also the need to introduce Close Circuit Television (CCTV) at various points 
within crime flash points for ultimate crime monitoring and control.
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ABSTRACT

Nigerian cities are planned in a car–centric manner that prioritizes 
private vehicle mobility and discourages walking with profound 
implications for citizens’ safety and wellbeing. The necessity placed on 
cars for convenient mobility excludes non–car owners from equitably 
accessing the city. To minimize this and other problems, this paper 
proposes the pedestrianization of Abuja by designing walkable streets 
in selected areas of Wuse II District. A walkable street is one where 
walking is safe, pleasant, and encouraged through accessible pedestrian 
infrastructure and the relegation of extensive car traffic. The proposal 
draws global inspiration from the pedestrianization of city–centers 
in Berlin, Copenhagen, and Venice; and regional inspiration from 
the observation of car–free days in Addis–Ababa, Kampala, and 
Kigali. Data from AGIS, Google Maps and Street View, and field 
observations were used to establish the existing physical form of the 
selected streets and adjacent buildings. New street design proposals 
were prepared using CAD software including AutoCAD, SketchUp, 
Lumion, and Photoshop. The design proposes complete streets with 
lighting and security systems, tactile paving, and landscape elements 
to improve security and inclusivity that is expected to lead to place 
attachment and reductions in (the fear of) crime. With reference to the 
eyes–on–the–street theory and scientifically established relationships 
between pedestrian density and on–street crime, this paper posits that 
the pedestrianization of streets, as proposed by the walkable street 



68

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl anners abuja 2022

design will potentially reduce urban crime in Abuja.

Keywords walkable streets, pedestrianization, urban crime, eyes–
on–the–street, Wuse II District, Abuja.

1.0  INTRODUCTION

Pedestrianization of cities is not a new concept in urban planning theory or practice. In fact, 
one could say that all cities were once pedestrianised as urbanisation preceded the popularity of 
the motor–car. Eventually, convenient last mile transportation, mass production of automobiles, 
lowered prices, and more roads made cars the most dominant form of transportation in the 
United States and Europe (Fuller, 2008). Dependence and ownership of cars intensified after 
World War II, transforming cities through the physical spread of activities and the rise of 
urban suburbs (Newman P. , 1996). Urban researchers, authors, and progressive city managers 
later realised that cars and the highways they require resulted in traffic congestions, societal 
damage, and environmental pollution. Starting from Europe, this spurred the drive towards 
walkability through pedestrianization of streets in Italy’s Venice, Germany’s Berlin, and, most 
notably, Denmark’s Copenhagen–where the city’s main street, Stroget, was converted as an 
experiment (see Figure 1).

The pedestrianization of Stroget was initially met with pushback based on assumptions that the 
absence of cars was bad for businesses (Global Designing Cities Initiative, n.d.), but overtime, 
pedestrianisation have proven to be a huge success socially, environmentally, and economically; 
so much so that a new initiative to pedestrianize an area (larger than Manhattan) in Ringbahn, 
Germany, was citizen–led (see volksentscheid–berlin–autofrei.de). 

Figure 1: Pedestrianization of Street

Source: Global Designing Cities Initiative (n.d.)

Some African cities have also made mild attempts to pedestrianize; with Ethiopia, Rwanda and 
Uganda observing regular car–free days in their capital cities since 2016 as an initiative against 
air pollution (UNEP, 2020). These attempts are, however, environmentally motivated and do 
not address the social need for pedestrianised and walkable streets in African cites where over 



69

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

60% of trips are made on foot but priority is still given to cars and drivers (Halais, 2020; Okyere, 
Oviedo, Frimpong, Nieto, & Kita, 2021).

Abuja, particularly, was planned based on a neighbourhood unit concept to provide primary 
services within neighbourhoods that combined to form districts, which further formed sectors 
functioning as autonomous mini–cities (IPA, 1979; NITP, 2017). However, circulation within 
the residential neighbourhoods is designed in a car–centric curvilinear pattern which sparsely 
distributes land uses and increases travel–times, thereby increasing private vehicle dependency 
(Okeke, Okosun, Udeh, & Okekeogbu, 2020). As a result, the urban population is required to 
own or use a car in order to fully interact with the city. This demotes pedestrians, and excludes 
social groups such as the poor, disabled, aged, and children. With a high urbanisation rate, 
more cars than before are needed to move the growing population, causing traffic challenges at 
peak hours and major intersections, contributing to environmental pollution, and enabling an 
environment for street crime through limited walkability in the city (Otaru, 2021; Simon, 2021). 

As a solution, this paper proposes the pedestrianisation of Abuja through streetscape changes 
that increase walkability. With a focus on social issues (crime and inclusivity), this paper’s 
motives are different from the earlier referenced African cities. Yet, it draws inspiration on 
the possibilities for pedestrianisation despite the strong attachment between people and cars. 
The paper posits that pedestrianisation efforts in Abuja will lead to increased, mixed, and 
inclusive pedestrian density and reduced urban crime. The paper also acknowledges the need 
for alternative and seamless transport options that can match or surpass the level of convenience 
the car provides by promoting walkability through the provision of complete streets supported 
by public transit, cycling, dense housing, and compact land use distribution.

Following this background and the presentation of this paper’s aim and objectives, the concept 
of walkability, factors that influence walkability, and the need for walkability are presented in a 
review of literature, which also encompasses theories on urban crime and how it is influenced 
by the built environment. The location and urban form of Wuse II, Abuja, being the focus area 
are presented and a pedestrianised street design for selected streets in Wuse II are proposed.).

The aim of this paper is to present a walkable streets design for the pedestrianisation of selected 
quadrants of Aminu Kano Crescent and Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent in Wuse II, Abuja, to 
foster inclusivity and reduce urban crime. 

To achieve the stated aim, the paper has the following objectives:

1. To present the concepts of pedestrianisation/walkability and urban crime and the 
relationship between them through a review of relevant literature and past cases.

2. To study the physical characteristics of Wuse II with emphasis on elements that influence 
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walkability.
3. To present a walkable streets design for the pedestrianisation of selected streets in Wuse 

II, Abuja.
4. To provide recommendations for the implementation of the design and for other strategies 

to promote walkability and consequently reduce urban crime.

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1  Pedestrianisation: A Drive Towards Walkability

2.1.1 The Concept of Walkability

Walkability is popular in the fields of urban planning/design and public health, respectively 
concerned with the effects of the built environment on transportation mode outcomes and the 
effects of walking on mental and physical health (Spoon, 2005). This research focuses walkability 
in urban planning/design which is affected by a variety of phenomena including the location 
of facilities, adequacy of walkways, connectivity, street orientation, density, street speeds, 
aesthetics, land use, affordability, and neighbourhood schools (Burden, 1992). In a review of 
literature, Hirwani & Vaidya (2020) tabularly presented fourteen (14) acceptable definitions 
from 1992 to 2019. Thus, to understand the concept of walkability, it is more practical to focus 
on the similarities between different literal definitions as thematically clustered by Forsyth 
(2015) (Table 1). Leaning on the different definitions, broad focus, and included purposes 
and motivations, walkability in this research is referred to as the existence of multiple means 
or elements that encourages walking to generate positive outcomes and better solutions for 
sustainable urban development.
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Table 1: Themes for defining walkability

Cluster Themes Description
The means 
for creating 
walkability

Traversable envi-
ronments

Basic physical conditions that allow people get from one place 
to another.

Compact places Short distances to destinations.
Safety Perceived or actual crime and perceived or actual traffic safety.
Physical entice-
ment

Pedestrian facilities such as sidewalks, street markings and 
signages, lighting, street furniture, and trees.

The out-
comes of 
walking

Liveliness and 
sociability

Environments that are attractive, pleasant, clean, and full of 
interesting people.

Sustainable trans-
portation

Environmental conservation through reduced car use and 
inclusivity for those who cannot use cars due to age, income, 
or disability.

Proxy for 
better de-
sign

Multidimensional 
and measurable

Measurable indicators of the conditions of walkability that 
promotes livability and sustainable development.

Holistic solution An integrated means for improving urban areas and solving 
a wide range of urban physical, social, and environmental 
problems.

Source: (Forsyth, 2015)

2.1.2 Influential Factors for Walkability

As has been established, walkability varies based on different causal phenomena, factors, or 
elements. The common majority of these factors (specific to urban planning and design) are 
as follows:

1. Land Use Planning
The effect of land use planning on urban mobility is in the proximity and connectedness of 
different uses to residents. It is the biggest influencer of trip length, one of the three components 
of urban travel (others are trip frequency and mode of choice) (Campoli, 2012), determining 
the distance a person has to travel to reach a specific use. In effect, land use planning and 
distribution influences a person’s decision to walk or use other means of transport. Where 
land uses are sparsely distributed, the tendency to depend on the car for transportation (with 
unfavourable environmental and health costs) is higher as is the case in America’s post WWII 
suburban sprawls (Kenworthy & Laube, 1996; Litman, 2005; Newman & Kenworthy, 1996). 
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Campoli (2012) captures this precisely as the title of her book’s introductory chapter, Everything 
Is Somewhere Else, where she states that, as a result, “Americans rarely go anywhere without first 
reaching for their car keys” (p.4). Walkability is therefore improved when land uses are within 
walking distances of each other, achievable through primary mixed uses that make cities more 
compact and diverse (Jacobs, 1961).

2. Urban Compactness
Akin to the 15–Minute City Concept recently repopularised in Paris as a post–pandemic urban 
vision (Moreno, Allam, Chabaud, Gall, & Prationg, 2021), urban compactness brings facilities 
for commerce (retail shops and neighbourhood markets), education (nursery, primary, and 
secondary schools), employment (office buildings), health (primary health centers and clinics), 
and recreation (children’s playgrounds and other parks) closer together to reduce car reliance 
and allow people walk or cycle for their everyday needs.

3. Circulation Plan
While land use planning and urban compactness determine walking distance, a circulation plan 
influences walkability by determining the walking path between two points. The conventional 
grid pattern [Figure 2 (i–iii)] are considered to best facilitate walking due to a “higher number 
of intersections which indicates better connectivity and offer more route choices” (Campoli, 
2012, p. 24). The application of this pattern is famous in the New York City Grid of 1811 and 
Ildefons Cerdà’s Barcelona grid extension of 1860.

i. Conventional Grid 
Pattern (c 1900)

ii Curvilinear Loop Pattern and Be-
ginning of Cul–de–Sacs (1930–1950)

iii Conventional Cul–de–
Sac Pattern (Since 1950)

 

Figure 2: Historical evolution of common urban road systems

Source: (Lauryn, 2019).

4. Public Transportation
Public transport systems contribute to walkability by supporting long distance multi–modal 
travel, implying that urban residents can walk or cycle from their starting destination to a nearby 
public transport station, use the system to travel, and walk or cycle to their final destination. 
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Therefore, distance and accessibility to public transport stations are vital factors that influence 
walkability (Campoli, 2012; Knapskog, Hagen, Tennøy, & Rynning, 2018).

5. Urban Streetscape Design
In the new urbanism movement, the goal is to generate sustainable streetscapes with the 
objectives of improving environmental quality, sustaining social well–being and economic 
vitality, sustaining/enhancing the urban fabric, and contributing to public health by facilitating 
and encouraging walking (Rehan, 2013). Sustainable urban streetscapes are designed by 
introducing elements such as narrower driveways, wide sidewalks, street corners, trees and 
landscape strips, street furnishing, lighting, signage, crosswalks and more. Sustainable streets 
are also known as complete streets due to the inclusiveness and protection they offer to all road 
users as visible in Figure 3.

6. Urban Management Laws/Policies
Another factor that positively influences walkability are laws, policies, and guidelines for urban 
management that promote walking, cycling, and public transportation and demotes private car 
use. After a review of about 800 reports and case studies published since 2010, Kuss & Nicholas 
(2022) revealed that the most effective strategy to reduce car use in cities is the introduction 
disincentives such as congestion charges, parking and traffic control, and limited traffic zones 
which have been mostly applied in European cities like London, Marseille, Munich, Oslo, Paris, 
Rotterdam, and Utrecht.

Figure 3: Complete Street Design

Source: Lovato (2018)
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2.1.3 The Need for Walkable Streets

Street form is an integral part of urban prosperity, having direct impact on the five dimensions 
of UN–Habitat’s City Prosperity Index: productivity, infrastructure development, environmental 
sustainability, quality of life, equity/social inclusion (UN Habitat, 2013). In presenting the concept 
of walkability, this paper has hinted at some of the economic, environmental, and social benefits 
of walkable streets. In this section, the focus is narrowed to UN Habitats’ last two dimensions: 
social inclusion and the improvement of life through crime reduction. Herein, these are not 
regarded as benefits but as necessities–qualities cities must have to enhance or preserve their 
sustainability. The pertinence is also tapered to African, particularly Nigerian, cities.

1. Inclusivity

Inclusive urban planning recognises the value of every urban citizen and grants them equitable 
physical and socio–economic access to the same levels of opportunities, services, and benefits 
(Lemaire & Kerr, 2017). It ensures that the (often) marginalised are given their fair rights to the 
city (Harvey, 2008) based on an important sustainable development principle–equity–which 
requires that vulnerable people are accorded high consideration in urban planning. Walkable 
streets extend urban mobility to four main social groups which car–centric designs exclude: 
the poor, disabled, aged, and children as explained in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Inclusivity of walkable streets

Group Means of exclu-
sion

Inclusivity by 
walkability 

Notes

Poor Cannot afford pri-
vate cars.

Reduces car de-
pendency.

Nigeria has one of the highest numbers 
of poor people in one country (World 
Bank, 2022) and therefore is at high risk 
of car–dependent exclusion of the poor.

Gil Penalosa’s “8–80 Cities” concept is 
based on the belief that if cities are con-
venient for an 8–year–old and 80–year–
old, they are convenient for everyone 
(see 880cities.org).

Japanese show, Old Enough, where chil-
dren ages 2–5 are sent on errands alone, 
gives a glimpse into the walkability of 
cities for children (Grabar, 2022).

Disabled Wheelchair bound 
or blind; require 
help from able–
bodied persons.

Improves mobil-
ity independence 
with ramps, tactile 
paving, non–colour 
reliant signs, etc.

Aged Not advised to 
drive after a cer-
tain age, could 
be wheel–chair 
bound, harsh vehi-
cle noise levels are 
unfriendly.

Reduces car de-
pendency.

Improves mobility 
independence.

Reduces traffic 
noise.

Children Not allowed to 
drive, at higher risk 
of pedestrian injury 
and death. 

Reduces car de-
pendency.

Increases street 
safety.

Source: (Author’s Design, 2022).
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2.2 Safety/Security

Urban security is generally the responsibility of citizens, institutions, and policies to protect 
goods, services, and people in an urban settlement where criminality, insecurity, and injustice 
are intertwined (Morelle & Tadié, 2011). Tulumello’s (2016) research highlighted a relationship 
between urban planning and local policies for urban security, stating that security and crime 
prevention are pursued by engaging in structural issues and polices for social justice such as 
employment, education, urban planning, housing, health, youth protection, and social exclusion. 
Physical interventions through urban planning, such as in the design of streets, also play a 
significant role in safety provision through the reduction of urban crime. 

2.3 Urban Crime

Major criminological theories that seek to explain the cause of crime apply assumptions of 
population, dynamism, anonymity, or inequality which are higher or more sophisticated in 
urban areas (see Ojo & Ojewale, 2018). This underlines the relationship between urbanisation 
and increased crime worldwide. Even where crime is not certain, the fear of crime–a set of 
emotional reactions that occur out of fear of being a victim of certain types of crime or symbols 
associated with the crime (Ferraro, 1995; Hedayati, Adbullah, & Maghsoodi, 2016)–is higher 
in the urban areas.

In Nigeria, crime grew prevalent in the 1980s in Lagos and other cities which were characterised 
by rapid population growth, socio–cultural change and contrasting economic inequality, 
deprivation, and crippling public services (USCA, 2012). Violent crimes particularly occur 
more frequently in neighbourhoods of relatively better–off socio–economic status which 
are more prominent within urban centres (Arokoya & Obafemi, 1999; Iwarimie–Jaja, 1998; 
Shopeju, 2007). Middle–aged people also suffer higher levels of crime victimisation (Ikoh & 
Okenyodo, 2014), and such people live more in urban centres than rural settlements (Ajaegbu, 
2012). Based on these studies, despite Ojo & Ojewale’s (2019) reminder of the general lack or 
unreliability of official crime statistics in Nigeria, it can be concluded that, like in other parts 
of the world, (the fear of) crime is higher in urban than in rural areas. Moreso, within urban 
areas, the prevalence of crime is higher in dense areas; for instance, in Abuja, crime is more 
prevalent in Wuse and Garki, than in lower density districts of Maitama and Asokoro (Figure 
4), emphasising the need for urban design interventions in such areas.
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Figure 4: Abuja Phase I Crime Hotspot Map

Source: (Adepoju, et al., 2014)

2.4 Preventing Crime through Urban Design

Higher risk of crime in urban areas places higher responsibilities on such areas to prevent crime. 
This realisation founded studies from the late–1950s on the theoretical relations between urban 
patterns and order/safety from authors like Jacobs (1961), Wood (1961), Park, (1967) Angel 
S. (1968), and Newman O. (1972). Their studies resulted in the concept of Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design in the early 1970s, an approach that helps reduce fear of crime 
through natural, mechanical, and procedural means (Tchinda & Kim, 2020). In particular, 
Jacobs (1961) eyes–on–the–street logic–that urban neighbourhoods are made safer by the 
presence of people who provide informal surveillance in streets and public spaces–proffer 
solutions to two out of three cues that heighten fear of crime as enumerated by Painter (1996): 
darkness, disorder, and finding oneself alone or in the presence of others who are perceived to 
be threatening. Walkable streets address all three cues through increased pedestrian density 
(eyes), lighting (sight), and traffic separation (order).

Excerpts from the following publications reinforce the theory that increased pedestrian density 
prevent crime. 
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a. “One means of creating safer, well–used urban areas is to design streets and city centres 
so that there is a greater density of pedestrian traffic, a variety of facilities which people 
would want to use and clear visibility over long distances” (Painter, 1996, p. 194). 

b. Density of pedestrians influences where robberies occur and, due to more extensive 
surveillance, few robberies are recorded in dense activity areas (Monk, Heinonen, & 
Eck, 2010).

c. Walkable streets in compact cities are less likely to be empty of passers–by at any given 
time, which make them generally much safer than low–traffic areas (McArdle, 2011).

However, Tchinda & Kim’s (2020) study of streets in Yaoundé, revealed a paradox in pedestrian 
density and fear of crime: that after a certain threshold, high pedestrian density contributes to 
increased fear of crime leading to low quality of life. It highlights the margin between a walkable 
street and an overcrowded street. 

Lighting, another element of walkable streets, also contributes to eyes–on–the–street by 
enhancing the sight of potential victims of crime, street users who possess the fear of crime, and 
street users who provide surveillance. Painter (1996) tested the impact of lighting on (the fear 
of) crime in three selected streets in the UK by recording crime incidences and interviewing 
street users before and 6 weeks after lighting improvements on the street. His study revealed 
reduced incidence of crime and significant attributions of perceived safety to the lighting 
improvements by male and female street users. In Khayelitsha, a South African Township with 
a high rate of violence and crime, a Violence Protection through Urban Upgrading (VPUU) 
project provided smoother pedestrian routes and proper lighting. This resulted in improved 
safety, reducing recorded murders from 358 in 2003/04 by about 40% (Graham, 2014; Khayelitsha 
Commission, 2011).

Learning from the studied concepts of walkability and its effect on urban crime, this paper 
hereon presents an urban streetscape design that can enhance walkability of streets in Wuse 
II, Abuja and using elements such as lighting, tactile paving, and ramps to improve inclusivity, 
security, and safety. 

3.0  METHODOLOGY

The street design was prepared following a study of research related to pedestrianisation, 
walkability, and the relationship between walkable streets and urban crime as published in 
secondary data sources including academic journals, books, government and non–government 
reports, and reputable websites. This established the need for improved streetscapes in African 
cities with the responsibility of proposals from urban planners and designers in academia and 
practice.
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The focus on Abuja was influenced by location of practice where local knowledge is beneficial. 
Factors that influenced the part of the city to be designed for include the level of pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic, the use of street–flanking buildings (preference for commercial or mixed–uses), 
and the level of crime in such areas (refer to Figure 4). Based on these factors, two districts were 
considered: Garki (with particular focus on Moshood Abiola Road) and Wuse II. Wuse II was 
selected over Garki based on a sense of the tangibility and potential impact of the intervention 
on the entire city, with the district functioning as an unofficial city centre.

Within Wuse II, two major streets, Aminu Kano Crescent and Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent, 
were selected. The basis for selection and the streets’ characters are presented in Section 4.3. To 
establish the existing physical form of the selected streets and adjacent buildings, a georeferenced 
CAD file titled Revised Abuja Land Use Map Phase I–V with up–to–date circulation and plot 
parcel information was used to draft the street and the flanking buildings. Map data from 
Google Maps and Google Street View were used to obtain building heights information which 
was applied in the 3D modelling. Streetscape data was supplemented by field observations and 
photographs. New street design proposals were prepared using a combination of CAD software 
including AutoCAD, SketchUp, Photoshop, and Lumion.

To absolutely ascertain the correlation between urban crime and walkable streets in the study 
area, primary data on different crime indices before and after the project implementation is 
required. However, this research presents a design proposal, yet or not to be implemented. As 
such, it relies on other theories and scientifically established relationships between walkability, 
pedestrian density, and on–street crime. It is therefore deemed necessary to state that the scope 
of this research excludes an in–depth assessment of urban crime in the study area. 

4.0  THE STUDY AREA

4.1  Location
Wuse II is one of six residential districts located in Phase I of the Federal Capital City (FCC) 
(Figure 5). Others are Asokoro, Garki, Garki II, Maitama, and Wuse. Non–residential districts in 
the Phase are the Administrative District known as Three Arms Zone and the Central Business 
District known as Central Area. Along with its neighbouring Wuse District, Wuse II is one of 
the city’s busiest and most popular districts hosting prominent landmarks like Wuse Market, 
Sheraton Hotel, Bannex Plaza, Riverplate Park, and a variety of offices and shopping complexes. 
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Figure 5: Wuse II District in Phase I of the FCC

Source: Author’s Design after (AGIS, 2010) and (Google MapStyle,2022)

4.2 Urban Form

4.2.1  Land Use Plan and Compactness

Wuse II was planned primarily for residential land uses, mixed land uses along its distributor 
streets, and commercial and public land uses in neighbourhood centres. The district was largely 
zoned for medium–and high–density residences, respectively having maximum building 
coverages of 60% and 50% with maximum building heights of 4 floors (FCDA, 2007). However, 
the popularity of the district has led to a rise in the demand for commercial land use zones 
as businesses seek to locate their offices and shops therein. As a result, the district has faced a 
high rate of land use conversions especially along its busier streets, causing real estate agencies 
to promote it as Abuja’s commercial and leisure centre.

The changing land uses of Wuse II increases the diversity of land uses which fosters walkability 
by providing a variety of services without the need for inter–district travel. But the district’s land 
use coverage and maximum allowable building heights restrict vertical development which is 
essential to densification and compact urban development (Shaibu, 2021).
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4.2.2  Circulation Plan and Public Transport

Wuse II is bounded by arterial roads: Sani Abacha Way (Abuja’s Inner Northern Expressway), 
Shehu Shagari Way, Nnamdi Azikiwe Expressway (Abuja’s Ring Road One), and a yet to be 
developed parkway. Three collectors (Ahmadu Bello Way, Ibrahim Babangida Way, and Kashim 
Ibrahim Way) receive traffic from the arterials and delivers them onto two distributors: Aminu 
Kano Crescent and Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent onto which most local access streets 
connect. Presented in Figure 6, the circulation plan of the roads within the district follows 
the curvilinear loop pattern (refer to Figure 2) which deters walkability by offering long travel 
distances between points and limiting route choices. This was confirmed by UN–Habitat’s 
(2013) analysis of streets from forty cities around the world. It classified Abuja among cities 
with the poorest street connectivity due to very low intersection density despite a relatively 
higher amount of land allocated to streets.

Figure 6: Circulation Pattern of Wuse II

Source: Author’s Design after (Google MapStyle,2022)

Worse still, like the rest of the Abuja, Wuse II is not currently served by functional public 
transport. Lot 2 of the Abuja Mass Transit System plan runs through the district but only Lot 
3 (from the Central Area to Nnamdi Azikiwe International Airport) out of six lots was once 
operational, with the rest yet to be developed (Shaibu, 2018). In addition, public buses have 
ceased to operate in the city after a ban of green painted mini–buses popularly called ‘araba’ 
in 2013, and the eventual failure of an urban mass transport scheme with metro buses which 
replaced the araba (Chiedozie, Edeh, & Abolade, 2021).
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4.2.3  Selected Streets

For the design proposal, the two major distributors in the district, Aminu Kano Crescent 
and Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent, have been selected. The selection was influenced by 
the significance of the street to mobility in the districts and the nature of flanking land uses. 
Quadrants of the crescents were selected to allow for entry/exit intersections to/from the newly 
designed streets, leaving other route choices for through traffic. The street quadrants selected 
for the design are illustrated in Figure 7.

Figure 7: Streets selected for the Walkable Design Proposal

Source: Author’s Design after (Google MapStyle,2022)

4.2.4  Streetscape 
The selected streets have a ROW of 42 metres. On either side of a median strip, the streets 
comprise of two–lane driveway, a parking lane, a green strip, and sidewalk. Trees and streetlights 
are distributed along the median strips which improves the streets’ beauty while the sidewalks 
are unshaded due to sparse tree planting. The sidewalks are also abused by motorists who park 
their cars haphazardly, especially during the weekdays. No dedicated provision is made for 
other forms of transport and street markings and signages are non–existent or faded. Plate 1 
to Plate 5 show pictorial representation of the character of the streets.
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 Plate 1: Typical Streetscape of the Selected Streets

 Source: (Field Survey, June, 2022).

 Plate 2: Driveway, Sidewalk, and Commercial Activity on the Selected Street

 Source: (Field Survey, June, 2022).
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Plate 3: Intersection on the Selected Street (No Street Markings and Signs)

Source: (Field Survey, June, 2022).

Plate 4: Traffic Congestion on the Selected Street

Source: (Field Survey, June, 2022).
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Plate 5: On–street Parking on the Selected Street

Source: (Field Survey, June, 2022).

5.0  STREET DESIGN PROPOSAL

The street design is conceptualised to encourage walking while allowing driving for incremental/
gentle transition into a pedestrianised street. The cross–section of the proposed street is presented 
in Figure 8. It comprises of a driveway, parking land, green strip, cycle lane, and sidewalk at 
both sides of an active median strip.

Figure 8: Cross Section of the Proposed Street

Source: Made with Streetmix.net, 2022

5.1   Median Strip
A 15m wide median strip is proposed to be the most active area with a diverse range of uses 
including open green areas, sit–outs, commercial stalls, outdoor dining, children’s playground, 
and public presentations. This is expected to increase pedestrian density, promote business 
activity, and encourage recreation on the street. The on the median strip are also a means of 
generating revenue for the city and minimising informal street trading. The median strip is 
bordered by a green street which can accommodate planter boxes to shield the pedestrians 
from the driveway. It is lit by double–arm streetlights which also lights the driveway.
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5.2  Driveway

A single lane driveway of 3.5m width is proposed as the main and only drive way on either side 
of the median strip. The driveway is expected to serve bus traffic mainly, and private car traffic 
secondarily. This implies that private cars have second right on the driveway and, as such, do 
not have overtaking privileges. Private car allowance on the driveway is retained for residents 
whose access roads collect traffic from the selected distributor streets, and to allow for a gentle 
transition into pedestrianisation for other users.

5.3  Parking Lane
A 2.5m parking land is proposed beside the driveway for parallel parking of private vehicles and 
bus parking to pick–up and drop–off passengers. The parking lane is flanked by a metre–wide 
green strip where the street trees are planted. 

5.4  Bus Stops
The green strips are proposed to also serve as bus stops before intersections. Simple bus stop 
shelters are to be provided as buses are expected to run frequently on the road, reducing waiting 
time for passengers. The shelters are accessible to all road users.

5.5  Cycle Lane
A 2m–wide cycle lane is proposed after the green strip to accommodate riders in groups or 
in both directions. The cycle lane is protected from other traffic by the green strip, and is also 
shielded by a narrower strip where street lamps are proposed, to also light the sidewalks.

5.6  Sidewalk
A 3.5m wide sidewalk is proposed after the cycle lane to promote foot traffic. The sidewalk 
comprises of metre–wide bright yellow tactile paving for the visually impaired. The sidewalks 
are not elevated from the driveway to remove the need for ramps while still being accessible 
to wheelchairs, scooters, and boards.

5.7  Street Lighting
Lighting is proposed for the driveway, sidewalk, and median strip for visual clarity on the streets 
at all times. This shall remove the fear of crime which darkness increases, prevent criminal activity 
due to improved surveillance, and increase the vigilance of the on–street population, ultimately 
reducing urban crime. The street lights are proposed to be solar powered for environmental 
and economic considerations.

3D visualisations of the streetscape showing the elements discussed above are presented in 
Figure 9 to Figure 13.
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Figure 9: 3D Visualisation of the Proposed Streetscape

Source: Author’s Design, 2022

Figure 10: 3D Visualisation of the Median Commercial Strip

Source: Author’s Design, 2022
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Figure 11: 3D Visualisation of the Streetscape

Source: Author’s Design, 2022

Figure 12: 3D Visualisation of the Streetscape showing driveway

Source: Author’s Design, 2022
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Figure 13: 3D Visualisation of the Streetscape showing median multipurpose area

Source: Author’s Design, 2022

6.0 C ONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This paper has presented a design proposal for the pedestrianisation of selected streets in Wuse 
II District of Abuja which, if implanted, has the capacity to improve inclusivity and reduce 
urban crime as has been the case in other cities. It explored the benefits of walkability such as 
improved local business activity, reduced vehicle emissions, better physical and mental health, 
and reduced urban crime. Orttung (2019) highlighted the capacity of capital cities to initiate 
sustainability policies and practices. This paper hereby applies his theory to challenge Abuja, 
the Federal Capital of Nigeria, to implement the first successful highly–walkable commercial 
street, and take its place alongside successful pedestrianisation of streets from different regions 
of the world such as Queen Street, Brisbane (Australia), Strøget, Copenhagen (Denmark), 
Nanjing Street, Shanghai (China) and many more.

For the successful pedestrianisation of the selected streets in Wuse II, public awareness campaigns 
on the environmental, social, and economic benefits of walking and reducing car dependency 
are recommended. These should target business owners on the streets and policy makers to 
reduce public resistance. Community engagement of the business owners and residents of 
Wuse II are also recommended for the consideration implementation of public feedback which 
can provide sources of alterations to the design. The plan is recommended to be implemented 
gently, through periodic car regulation on the streets, with on–street activities such as expos, 
carnivals, exhibitions, and public presentations. When complete implementation is reached, it is 
expected that street infrastructure and elements such as lightings, signs, markings, ramps, and 
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tactile paving are included to ensure that the safe and inclusive purpose of the design is met. 
Lastly, other factors that support walkability such as densification and mixed use development 
should be intentionally pursued.
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ABSTRACT 

Urbanization comes with the price of the negative complexity of 
crime while the fear of crime as a key concern for society and safety 
is a vital feature of a high–quality sustainable environment. This 
paper inspects the theories of street connectivity and evidence from 
people’s perception of areas vulnerable to crime, intending to find 
the association of street connectivity with ease of movement and 
whether it is associated with crime spots, and compare crime hotspots 
from perception to that of street connectivity. The objective is to 
find the people’s perception of crime hotspots derived from socio–
economics and location characteristics (using a set of questionnaires), 
identify potential hotspots of crime based on street connectivity 
(using space syntax methodology), and find the association of street 
connectivity with ease of movement. The result shows similarity in 
areas of perceived crime spots based on socio–economics and location 
characteristics and hotspots of crime based on street connectivity. 
Street connectivity was found to be associated with ease of movement, 
and increased pedestrian density, which exposes city neighbourhoods 
to crime. It is suggested that planning professionals need to consider 
and understand this new perspective for safer and sustainable cities, 
rather than relying on assumptions that are not supported by any 
logical confirmation.



98

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl anners abuja 2022

Keywords: urban streets, connectivity, property crime, space syntax

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Rapid urbanization comes with the price of negative complexity of crime and the fear of 
crime which is the key concern for society while safety is a vital feature of what is considered 
a high–quality sustainable environment. Different notions of crime in design practice and 
environmental psychology implied broad articulation of property crime concerning the built 
environment and street connectivity. Offences committed on properties without force in taking 
or stealing property is property crime (Brantingham and Brintingham, 1991). In line with this, 
Soh (2012) defined property crimes as those offences involving the loss of property during which 
there is no use of violence by the perpetrators (including burglary, arson, larceny, theft, wreck, 
pilfering, stealing, house and store breaking, and vehicle theft), those with violence include 
robbery, snatch theft, pilfering, pickpocketing, vandalism and others (Dambazau, 2007; Song 
et al., 2013).

The urban area as a place offers the opportunity for various socio–economic activities, as well 
as potentialities for criminal behaviours and multiple crime spots (points) which is agreed to 
depend on urban design hinged on the theory of environmental determinism (Cozens, 2011). 
The areas could inadvertently create a convergence zone for criminal elements for criminal acts 
(property/ victim). Scholars like Tabangin, Flores, and Emperador (2008) opined that crime is 
not only about offenders and attractors, but also about ‘places’. 

Newman (1972) argues that urban design influences the place of crime and the formation of 
crime hotspots. He explains the theory of “Crime Prevention through Environmental Design” 
(CPTED). This was further supported by Geason and Wilson, (1989) with a claim that street 
design and environment influence the decision of whether to commit a crime or not, (Soh, 
2012; Santana et al., 2013; Alabi, 2021). Hence the chance to commit a crime will also depend 
on the opportunity created by the location/street for the crime to occur. That is the opportunity 
theory. This theory helps to explain the pattern and ecology of environmental crime, which in 
turn explains criminal behaviour. Thus, planners see the street arrangement as a determinant 
of crime place. 

A rapidly increasing body of literature majorly relating to neighbourhood design and walking 
behaviour has emerged over the last two decades. Various characteristics of travel patterns such 
as trip–making frequency, distance, and time travelled have been positively related to attributes 
of space such as street networks and streetscape design features (Giles–Corti and Donovet 
al., 2016). The United States–based academic and urban designer, Southworth, in his theory 
suggested attributes of good street design as, connectivity, linkages safety, quality of the path, 
and variety of land uses near the path and path context. However, the most popular attribute 
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examined in current literature has been street connectivity. Street connectivity is the directness 
and availability of alternative routes from one point to another within a street network. Also, 
street connectivity has been defined differently from permeability as the extent to which a street 
forms a walkable network and allows easy access through an area. While Permeability describes 
an easy way to work unimpeded through a street in a neighbourhood (Koohsari et al., 2014).

The issue of street connectivity has become central to considering how to deliver less crime 
and more sustainable urban design. Beavon et al., (1994) reported that heavy pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic flows were associated with higher victimization rates and that the shape of 
traffic intersections also influenced crime. Indeed, solitary cul–de–sacs were found to be 
the least accessible to crime, but grid–like intersections were the most vulnerable to crime. 
Furthermore, corner houses, which are more frequent in grid layouts, are significantly more 
susceptible to burglary (Taylor and Nee, 1988) However, Dovey, (1998) posits that permeable 
streets are safer since they encourage walking, social interaction, and increased levels of ‘eyes on 
the street. This perspective is supported by recent international planning policies, in the New 
Urbanism concept (Alabi, 2021). The proponents of the concept, ‘eye on the street’ believe in 
limiting street permeability to control the access of strangers. Thereby reducing opportunities 
for crime. All the foregoing arguments are positive toward street connectivity. However, it has 
been argued that planners have limited knowledge of environmental criminology (Brantingham 
and Brantingham, 2008), particularly ‘where’ and ‘when’ specific types of crimes concentrate. So 
how do we measure or determine the spots of crime considering the aforementioned attributes?

The earlier methodology of determining the area of crime involves the production of maps 
indicating the distribution of crime but has been found inadequate. It is a manual process 
that neither provides accurate nor reliable and comprehensive data. It does not help in trend 
prediction and decision support, which results in a lower accuracy rate. This flaw was later 
improved with the modern–day Geographic Information System (GIS) and Remote Sensing 
(RS). GIS functions, when combined with capabilities of location identification devices such as 
GPS, facilitate the tracking of movement of people within the city (Jonson, 2000; Garson and 
Vann, 2001). But recent research had shown that population movements and concentrations at 
different times of the day may not accurately reflect crime risks if they are expressed concerning 
the census data for the resident population because in many environmental settings and at 
certain times, the population that is present may significantly exceed the number of residents 
and potentially overestimate crime risk (Chainey and Desyllas, 2008). 

Hence the need for a search into pedestrian modelling using space syntax methodology to 
complement the mapping method (for example, Chainey and Desyllas, 2008; Alabi, 2021). This 
potentially promises more insights towards developing more realistic measures for street crime 
by estimating the number of pedestrians in an environmental setting. Space Syntax allows for 
a greater sample size for the methodology, and relies on the remote and automated assessment 
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of street layouts and movement patterns. 

This paper aims to find the association of street integration/connectivity with ease of movement 
and whether street integration is associated with crime spots. The research was carried out 
with the objectives to: 
1. find the people’s perception of crime hotspots derived from socio–economics and 

location characteristics of the area;
2. identify potential hotspots of crime based on street connectivity, and
3. find the association of street integration/connectivity with ease of movement and whether 

street integration is associated with crime spots.

The arrangement of streets (connectivity) is hypothesized to have a strong influence on the 
creation of crime hotspots.

1.2 Theoretical framework and literature review

The opportunity theory helps to explain the pattern and ecology of environmental crime 
including the physical environment of urban form and design, the legal environment, the 
economic environment, and social structures. For a criminal to be highly motivated, some 
target search process must normally precede the commission of a crime. This search activity 
is usually influenced by space characteristics and by the criminal’s perception of a good or bad 
opportunity. The search may also be influenced by the limitations imposed by the physical 
environment and the searcher’s knowledge of that environment. Criminals’ knowledge about 
the environment and its opportunities for crime, and their awareness spaces, largely depend 
upon their routine activity patterns. Those areas that criminals frequently pass through probably 
form the dominant portion of their awareness space. Targets of a strike are selected from within 
a criminal’s awareness space (Brantingham and Brantingham, 2008). 

Cozens et al., (2019) and Carr (2020) toed the line of environmental determinism in their 
different studies on urban crime through environmental design, and fear of crime indicated an 
inherent and gradual movement from deterministic to possibilistic propositions in exploring 
the relationships between urban crime and environmental design both in theory and practice. 
That is the immediate environment potentially precipitates criminal behaviour. This could be 
in ways that the environmental attribute can prompt criminal behaviour, while social forces 
exert pressure on individuals. 

The pattern of streets in a city has a relation with the pattern of crime because the roads 
determine the accessibility to potential crime spots in a city. Cities built on grid–iron patterns 
are known to have higher crime rates when compared to cities with naturally developed street 
layouts (Brantingham and Brantingham, 2008; Silva and Li, 2020).
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The issue of street connectivity has become central to considering how to deliver less crime 
and more sustainable urban design. There are two distinct perspectives on this topic: the 
‘encounter’ model and the ‘enclosure’ model (Dovey, 1998). The ‘encounter model’, explains 
that the permeable streets are safer because they encourage walking, and social contact, which 
enhances levels of ‘eyes on the street’ (Jacobs, 1961; Dovey, 1998); while the proponents of the 
‘enclosure model’ argue that permeability is limited, by controlling access to strangers. Residents 
can more readily distinguish strangers and potentially criminal behaviour, and thereby reduce 
opportunities for crime. Dempsey (2008) observes how a well–connected and permeable built 
environment is considered a feature of high quality in the form of small street blocks (Jacobs, 
1961; Bentley et al., 1985; Aldous, 1992). Small blocks provide more varied routes for pedestrians 
and allow easier movement (Jacobs, 1961; Bentley et al., 1985; Aldous, 1992; Carmona et al., 
2003). Gehl (2001) assumes that well–connected pedestrian routes become well used and are 
preferred over deserted or low–volume routes. Therefore, the assumption is that permeable streets 
are safer. Hillier and Shu (2000) explicate that incident of burglary is higher on more isolated 
properties on cul–de–sacs. However, Town et al., (2003) argue that many of the cul–de–sacs in 
their study were ‘leaking’ and possessed pedestrian access ways, which effectively made them 
through streets at least for pedestrians. Crucially, pedestrian levels are also estimated, rather 
than measures suggesting that a connected street may not necessarily represent a well–used 
street (Wineman et al., 2014).

Jones and Fanek (1997) and Nubani, (2003) conducted crime research using space syntax, where 
they looked at the effect of spatial configuration on crime, examining Correlations between 
syntax values and crime rates. Results showed that pairs with higher integration values were 
associated with lower crime rates and lower connectivity values were also associated with lower 
crime rates. 

Other Urban design researchers have also employed the space syntax technique to analyse the 
geographic distribution of crime with promising results. This led to the consultation of Gosnells, 
a city in Western Australia, of the Space Syntax laboratory at University College London and 
Murdoch University to identify the spatial distribution of crime (Australia’s National Government 
Newspaper, 2003).

1.3 Space syntax

Space syntax measures are considered to be related to people’s movements within a street 
network (Hillier and Hanson, 1984). More integrated streets, which are more accessible from 
other streets, are likely to attract more pedestrians, while less integrated streets cannot be 
reached as easily (requiring many turns) and may attract fewer pedestrians (Peponis et al., 
1997; Hillier, 2009). Studies show high links between street integration, permeability, and the 
presence of pedestrians (Hillier and Iida, 2005; Hillier et al.,1993; Alabi,2021). This can be 
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clarified from the standpoint of land use. For example, commercial destinations tend to exist 
along highly–integrated streets, which form suitable destinations patronized by pedestrians 
(Hillier et al., 1993). The street layout serves as the primary generator of pedestrian movement, 
which suggests that integrated streets attract people and also attract destinations. Hence the 
measure of space syntax is useful in further clarifying the importance of the street network as 
walking support since it deals with both spatial and functional aspects of urban form. (Koohsari 
et al., 2013; Alabi, 2021).

2.0 STUDY AREA

Akure is a traditional city of Yoruba origin in the Southwestern part of Nigeria, and it is known 
to have existed before the advent of British colonial rule in Nigeria. It lies approximately 
between 7011l24ll and 7017l38ll North of the Equator and between 506l50ll and 5016l1ll East 
of the Greenwich meridian. It is a medium–sized urban area, which was made the provincial 
headquarters of Ondo province in 1939. It became both the capital city of Ondo province and 
Akure Local Government Council headquarters in 1976. The city has experienced a population 
growth rate of approximately 3.01% increase from 235,000 in 1991 to 360,268 in 2006 and 486,300 
in 2016 (Popoola et al., 2020). Presently, estimates suggest that Akure’s Population is 719,393 
(Population Stat, 2022). The increasing population is not unconnected to the categorization of 
Ondo State as an oil–producing state and Akure as a Millennium Development City (Olajuyigbe 
et al., 2015b). Akure is located about 420 kilometres southwest of Abuja, the Federal Capital 
of Nigeria (Figure 1). The area of research is limited to the Akure core and its immediate 
surroundings. This consists of Araromi, Cathedral, Erekesan, Eruoba, Ijomu, Imuagun, Isolo, 
Obanla, Odo–Ijoka, Odo–Ikoyi, and Stadium area. The area is criss–crossed by major roads, 
like Oda Road, Ondo Road, Oyemekun road, and Oba–Adesida Road (Figure 2).

 Figure 1. Akure in the context of Ondo State, Nigeria
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Figure 2. Open road map of the study area

3.0 METHODOLOGY

The study employed the desk–research or meta–analysis approach (using already existing 
data) to generate new information, in which Olajuyigbe et al., (2015a) analysed questionnaire 
data using spatial analysis techniques in ArcGIS 10, Global Mapper 13, and CrimeStat III to 
determine hotspots of crime in the area of study. It was further used to generate a map for crime 
hotspots considering the socio–economic and locational characteristics of the area. Factors 
considered include occupational status, income level and type of criminal operation, variation 
of incidences, types, and distribution of crime in residential neighbourhoods, location of the 
police station, crime prevention measures, security facility, gang activity, victim experience, the 
response of police to a security alert, availability of police patrol vehicle and crime workshop/
seminar for police. IDW (Inverse Distance Weight) factor analysis was then applied to identify 
areas of perceived crime hotspots.

In the analysis of the street network, the Space Syntax methodology of Hillier (2009) was applied 
to measure street connectivity. The measure refers to the number of lines directly connected with 
the given line in an axial map. Intersection density was calculated using geographic information 
systems (GIS) as the ratio of the number of intersections, n = 3 was adapted to the study. Existing 
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road center line data were used to obtain street network measures from geocoded open road 
map of Akure. Street integration was calculated for each street segment using DepthMap X 
software (Turner, 2011). Lines with high connectivity values are deemed to be more utilized 
by pedestrians than other lines. The “depth” concept was introduced for understanding the 
structure of the graph. The depth of an axial line is the number of neighbouring lines within a 
given number of steps. The connectivity and depth are defined from a topological point of view. 
The main routes through and between urban areas are highlighted in an angular analysis with 
a high metric radius, whereas the various local centres are highlighted in an angular analysis 
with a low metric radius (Van Nes and Yamu, 2021). 

Combining the various space syntax measurements into one map demonstrates simultaneously 
the spatial potential for local neighbourhood centres and the degree of vitality of the main 
routes. The highest value of axial lines inside the grid determines the value of each grid cell. 
All measurements are categorized into high, medium, and low values using the ArcGIS natural 
break method. This minimizes the average deviation of each class from its mean values while 
maximizing the deviation of each class from the mean values of other groups. The most integrated 
areas (shown in red in Figure 3) contain high values for both topological and metric radii. The 
blue–coloured cells represent low values for both integration values. (See, for example, Hillier 
& Shu (2000); Hillier and Shahbaz (2005); Van Nes and Lopez (2007). According to Baran et 
al., (2008), the axial–line based graph and corresponding connectivity and depth for a line can 
be calculated as follows: Connectivity = 4 as it has four immediate neighbour lines 2, 3, 4, and 
5 connecting with it; Global depth = 1×4 + 2×5 + 3×3 = 23, as the sum of the product of step 
multiplying the number of lines for each step; Local depth (radius = 2) = 1×4 + 2×5 = 14, as 
the sum of the product of step (within 2 steps) multiplying the number of lines for each step. 

4.0 RESULTS

Figure 3 showed the result of the IDW (Inverse Distance Weight) factor analysis using socio–
economics and location factors of the area. It shows the high intensity of crime along the major 
transport route cutting through the Akure metropolis. Crime occurrence is found very high at 
the inner core around the Oja–oba car park, Wema bank area, and Boro Street but moderate 
around the Arakale road, Alafiatayo street, and hospital road area, while very low crime is 
reported around the Imuagun street, Salvation Army Primary School area, and Saint David’s 
Anglican church area. Other areas of high crime around the core include Odundun street, 
Ijomu street, Eleye street, Stadium Road, Odo–ikoyi Street, Isolo street, Oke–ijebu street, and 
Eru–oba street. Though low in some areas but moderate and high level in other places around 
banking halls, shopping plaza and the Oja Oba market area (Figure 3).
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 Figure 3: Geospatial analysis of crime spots (Adapted from Olajuyigbe et al., 2015a). 

Figure 4 is the axial map showing the result of connectivity, where the red colour line represents 
a high crime area, which indicates an area of high integration; therefore, generating high 
connectivity, and the propensity for pedestrian walking and a high crime rate. While the blue 
colour line indicates areas of moderate crime, with less integration, and the remaining street 
shown in blue are areas of very low connectivity and hence low crime. The area of high crime is 
found in the southwestern part of the study area consisting of Oke–aro street, Odopetu street, 
Eleye street, Irowo street, and Igosan street. While areas of moderate crime are Odo–Ikoyi 
Street, Stadium Road, Oshodi road, and Odundun street, while areas of low crime are Arakale 
road, Ondo Road, and Oba Adeshida Road.
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 Figure 4: Axial map of the street (road) network corresponding to crime hotspots

This study examined how intersection density and street integration are associated with ease 
of movement and whether street integration is associated with crime spots. We found that 
street network measures were positively associated with crime hotspots when examined 
separately. Consistent with previous studies (Olajuyigbe, 2015a), this finding confirms that 
areas with well–connected streets are likely to attract crime, because of easy movement and 
by extension increased density of pedestrians, and then crime. In comparing Figures 3 and 4, 
both street network measures remained significantly associated with high street integration 
and permeability. The mediation analysis suggested that highly–integrated streets facilitated 
walking, partly through the availability of local destinations such as shops and services. This 
can be noticed in the Oja Oba and Arakale areas, which are indicated on the maps as areas of 
high crime. This agrees with Hillier and Iida (2005), that better–integrated streets generate more 
pedestrian movement due to the presence of more non–residential (i.e., retail, commercial) 
destinations along such streets. The ongoing discussion validates our hypothesis that street 
connectivity has a strong influence on the creation of crime hotspots. 

5.0 CONCLUSION

This paper has attempted to disseminate knowledge and foster dialogue that planning of the 
streets is essential in city security development, as the knowledge of crime hotspots will assist 
areas to concentrate on applying security measures and pre–empting areas of crime. 
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Crime hotspots, derived from the methodology of using people’s perception to map crime 
hotspots, was compared to the result from space syntax findings of street connectivity. The 
result shows similarity in areas of crime spots which validates the space syntax methodology as 
a veritable tool in determining and predicting crime areas within city neighbourhoods. Street 
connectivity is associated with ease of movement and increased pedestrian density, which 
exposes city neighbourhoods to crime. The space syntax software helped to understand the 
behaviour of people in the urban environments and offered predictions about the streets that will 
probably be occupied by people and the streets that are more probable vulnerable to crime. The 
coloured map captures at a glance the accessibility level of streets. This consequently may prove 
to be valuable for planners in planning for security. It will also help the police in understanding 
where they should increase their patrol. In sum, space syntax relies on the advancement of 
computer technology to map out spatial interrelationships and thereby allowing the researcher to 
understand the structure of the city and how it is related to behavioural outcomes. It represents 
the physical complexity of the city as systems of spaces created between and within buildings.

However, the challenge is to think about how to transform this knowledge into urban planning 
and design practice. Indeed, it is argued that this knowledge can contribute to the creation of a 
new dialogue for creating safer, more sustainable cities and underpinning more evidence–based 
decision–making. 
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ABSTRACT

Urban housing security and safety in Nigeria is a significant issue that 
has generated lots of arguments in the urban design literature and 
hence, needs more attention and vibrant advocacy when considering 
the present insecurity situation in the nation. This study explored 
an exhaustive literature review of architectural design standards for 
housing security and safety in Nigeria with a view to contributing to 
the evidence–based design of the housing security standard in Nigeria. 
A literature review of Eleven (11) articles relating to this study was 
purposively selected from the six geopolitical zones in Nigeria. Effective 
architectural security design measures and standards were identified 
and recommended for adoption for urban housing design. The result 
of the study showed the transformation of architectural design and 
construction strategies that are needed for the production of a secure 
and safe housing environment in urban centres. This study will 
serve as reference material for housing designers and environmental 
planners such as architects and urban planners among others. The 
study will also help in providing the relevant information that can 
inform urban security design decisions in Nigeria.

Keywords: Architecture, Design, Housing, Urban, Security
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INTRODUCTION 

Every nation in the world (developed and developing) is suffering from one crime effect or the 
other but it is more severe in developing countries. Nigeria, in relation to the global insecurity, 
has risen to the level of the general outcry of all stakeholders for urgent solutions (Salau and 
Lawanson, 2010). The issue of cybercrime, economic fraud, theft, and robbery are increasing by 
the day with deteriorated urban areas (Cozens, Saville, & Hillier, 2005). Insecurity and unsafe 
environment originated from the consequences of urbanization which cannot be overlooked as 
it is a worldwide problem which occurs because of migration from rural areas to urban centres 
for job opportunities. This ultimately results in a population explosion in the city. However, 
the rates of unemployment in urban areas often exceed 50 per cent, and most jobless people 
are young and uneducated males. The alarming increase in the rate of crime in Nigeria is 
therefore associated with the above factors and has not only brought about disorder but threats 
to lives and properties, housing inclusive. According to Kodur, Kumar and Rafi (2019), housing 
constitutes the majority of built infrastructure and plays a pivotal role in the socio–economic 
development of a country. Most of the buildings are designed to last for several decades and 
provide residential and functional operations to a large number of inhabitants without adequate 
design for security. According to Agheyisi and Aghedo (2021), informal housing in Nigeria 
does not conform to land and urban development regulatory frameworks. Buildings are often 
constructed with sub–standard locally sourced materials and financed through individual 
savings or loans. More often than not, they are occupied before they are fully completed.

The lack of architectural design standards for housing security and safety is evidence that 
housing could no more perform its security and safety function which is contrary to the concept 
of housing. According to Aribigbola (2000); housing is more than shelter and mere physical 
dwelling; however, it is the basic unit in society which must be secure and safe for human 
developmental activities. Housing is not shelter or household facilities alone, it comprises a 
number of facilities, services and utilities which link individuals and families to the community 
in which it evolves (Odunjo and Odunola, 2013). Hence, from the above definition it could be 
deduced that housing is not just a house or building, but a bundle of goods and services that 
facilitate and enhance the well living of its occupants which is a key to neighbourhood quality 
and preservation of housing safety and security. 

Consequently, housing insecurity in cities calls for concern as crime and the main cause is a 
social problem which threatens lives and property and eventually, reduces the quality of life. 
In Nigeria today, people sleep with one eye opened and tend to live one day at a time with 
great doubt as armed bandits rampage houses with reckless abandon (Odunjo and Odunola, 
(2013). Also, urban authorities are amongst the most important players to ensure that actual 
and perceived security is addressed with targeted measures, as they have a strong local presence 
and know the local challenges. This study, however, focused on the adoption of security and 



115

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

safety measures in housing premises by examining the quality of architectural design that 
contributes to the effectiveness in the delivery of maximum and reliable housing security and 
safety standards in Nigeria.

2.0  THE STUDY AREA

Nigeria is a West African country occupying an area of 923,769 sq. km, the country’s landscape 
features plains in the north and south while the central region has hills and plateaus. Nigeria 
shares Lake Chad in the northeast with Niger, Chad and Cameroon. The country’s rivers drain 
into primarily three drainage basins namely, Lake Chad, the Gulf of Guinea, and the Niger–Benue 
basin. Nigeria is divided into six (6) geopolitical zones. These zones are North–Central (Also 
called the middle belt with Benue, Kogi, Kwara, Nassarawa, Niger, and Plateau states, and the 
Federal Capital Territory), North–East (consisting of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba, 
and Yobe states), North–West (consisting of Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto, 
and Zamfara states), South–East (which consists of Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo). 
Others include South–South (with Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Rivers, Edo, and Delta 
states) and South–west with (Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, and Oyo states) (Figure 1). Each 
of the states in the zones occupied a common geographical location, hence they were more 
likely to have the same housing development and planning strategies, natural resources and 
share a common economic activity. The security of citizens in some urban cities in Nigeria has 
become a contemporary issue for the government and her crime fighting apparatus. Insecurity 
has been a major challenge to the Nigerian government and urban dwellers in recent times. 
These activities have led to loss of lives and properties in the country especially in the Northern 
part of Nigeria (Udeuhele, 2018). This has implications on the development of the Nigerian 
economy. Information from data analysis revealed that urbanization, poverty social injustice 
and grievances are the major cause of urban/housing insecurity in Nigeria (Alaba, 2017).

Figure 1: Map of Nigeria Showing the Six Geopolitical Zones

Source: https//bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com. Shapefile is obtained from gadm.org. 
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Table 1: Analysis of various studies on Architectural Design Standard for Housing Security 
and Safety in Nigeria.

S/N
The Selected Geopo-
litical Zones

Study towns
Number of  
Selected Articles

Number of Arti-
cles Identified 

1 South–West
(Ibadan), Oyo–
State

1 8 

Lagos–State 2
(Akure), 
Ondo–State

1

(Ado), Ekiti–
State

1

2 South–South
(Port Har-
court), Rivers–
State

1 3

(Benin City), 
Edo–State

1

3 South–East
Onisha, Anam-
bra–State 

1 2 

4 North–East
Mina (Niger 
State)

1 2

5 North–Central

(Maiduguri, 
Nganzai and 
Monguno) 
Borno State

1 3

7 North–West 

(Jigawa, Ka-
duna, Kano, 
Katsina, Kebbi, 
Sokoto, and 
Zamfara )

0 2 

6 Nigeria in General 
Nigeria (Gen-
erally) 

1
3

 Total 
Number 
of Article 
Selected 

11 23 
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3.0  METHODOLOGY  

This study was carried out in the six–geopolitical zones in Nigeria. A total of twenty–three (23) 
articles that address the issue of safety and security in Nigeria were identified and retrieved 
from the internet. At least, one (1) article well related to this study was purposively selected 
(Only the articles well related to the study of architectural design standards in housing) for 
the literature review in each of the geopolitical zones. Five (5) articles were selected from the 
southwest, two (2) articles from the South–South while one article was randomly selected 
from each of South–East, North–East and North–Central zones. Two articles emanating from 
the North–West were identified but none of the articles was found relevant to the study of 
architectural design standard in housing in Nigeria. Also, one study that discusses the issue 
of urbanization and insecurity in Nigeria generally was also reviewed and analyzed for this 
study (Table 1). In all, a total number of eleven (11) articles were purposively selected for the 
study. Effective architectural design standard issues were identified and recommendations were 
made for adoption. However, the analysis of information obtained is therefore represented as 
shown in Table 2.0

3.0  LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1  The Concepts of housing security and safety 

There has always been conflicts between security and safety principles, but both should always 
be made a priority to save lives in the residential environment. Security refers to the prevention 
of theft, fire, and other emergencies. It is an understatement that security remains one of the 
principal challenges bedevilling the nation as a whole. Security is the degree of resistance 
to or protection from harm. It applies to any vulnerable or valuable asset, such as a person, 
dwelling, community, nation or organization (Ibama, Wocha and Dike, 2015). According to 
Kaya–Malin and Paul van (2007), security contributes to the quality of life and attractiveness 
of territory for its citizens and businesses, to a good and safe environment to live in, and it has 
an impact on socio–economic development. Security is a multi–factor issue that involves social 
integration, law enforcement, society’s resilience, and community empowerment against any 
form of violence and radicalization. In addition, it also includes concerns for the protection of 
buildings and infrastructure (Kaya–Malin and Paul van, 2007).

Okeke (2019) posited that the ingredient of physical security in the context of a structure’s total 
security consists of structural stability, intelligence, deceptions and operational defense. The 
work of Okeke, (2019) emphasized from the professional’s perspective on the need to pay more 
attention to the overall structural stability of the building design and the building intelligent 
strategies for more safety and security operational efficiency. Also, Olajide, (2010) recognized 
the consistency in the physical security of the residential environment as one basic factor in 
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determining the values of residential property in the housing environment. On the Other 
hand, Olaniran (2006) suggested the prevention of flood and erosion, fire outbreaks, provision 
of flexible building design plans against obsolescence and child protection as part of security 
measures to be established in homes rather than mere safeguarding of lives and property, as 
the absence of this offers misconception to the issue of home security. 

Seldon (2007) posited that the importance of keeping a home, its occupants, and its valuables 
safe and secure cannot be overstated. The author, however, emphasized the need to create 
effective security strategies by design for the homeowners. The study of Makinde (2020) provided 
an implication for ensuring enhanced safety in the future design and development of gated 
communities and provided relevant indices for achieving safety in residential neighbourhood 
development. However, the housing and the city management authorities need to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of their citizens to safeguard public assets and make the highest use of city 
resources. Hence, the need to develop home security measures by working with professional 
companies that specializes in preventing and responding to burglaries and other potentially 
damaging events.

On the other hand, the Government of Australia Code of Practice (2010) posited that safety 
design in housing is based on the principle of human protection from unnecessary risk of 
injury or harm which is concerned with eliminating occupational safety and health hazards 
at the design stage or controlling risks, as early as possible, in the planning and design of 
buildings, structures, products, processes or systems. According to the National Institute of 
Building services (2022), modern buildings are generally considered safe and healthy working 
environments with adequate design consideration for indoor air quality problems, occupational 
illnesses and injuries, exposure to hazardous materials and accidental fall beckons. Hence, 
Architects, Engineers, and Facility managers design and maintain buildings and processes that 
ensure occupant safety and health. 

In addition, building designs must focus on eliminating or preventing hazards to personnel, 
rather than relying on personal protective equipment and administrative or process procedures 
to prevent mishaps. Safe design of a building or structure will always be part of a wider set 
of design objectives, including practicability, aesthetics, cost and functionality. Safe design 
involves consideration of processes, including human factors, organisational issues and life 
cycle management, not just products (Okeke, 2019). The risk control design measures for 
building safety should involve the integration or incorporation of structural and functional 
requirements of the overall building design process (Ibama, Wocha and Dike, 2015). Also, 
designers have a responsibility to ensure that, the construction and use of their designs are not 
subjected to unnecessary risk or control hazards during the construction, use and occupation 
of a building or structure.
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The National Institute of Building services (2022), heightened the design consideration for 
adequate safety and should be an integral part of all phases of a building’s life cycle which include 
planning, design, construction, operations and maintenance, renovation, and final disposal.
i. Perform proper building operations and maintenance.
ii. Provide good indoor air quality (IAQ) and adequate ventilation
iii. Prevent slips, trips, and falls.
iv. Analyze work requirements and provide ergonomic workplaces to prevent work–related 

musculoskeletal disorders (WMSD).
v. Provide designs that eliminate or reduce hazards in the workplace to prevent mishaps 

and reduce reliance on personal protective equipment.
vi. Prevent falls from heights.
vii. Ensure electrical safety from turn–over through Operations and Maintenance.
viii. Modifications must be in conformance with life safety codes and standards and be 

documented.
ix. Eliminate exposure to hazardous materials.

3.2 Architectural design standard for housing security and safety 

Okeke (2019) defined Architecture as a field of study for planning and ordering of the built 
environment by ensuring design safety and functionality. Architecture is directly influenced by 
the trend in the environment as it stems to provide a solution to mishaps in the environment 
like global warming (Okeke, 2019).

According to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) (2007), the design of buildings to 
protect occupants is as old as the history of architecture itself. Urban Planning and Architecture 
have evolved through civilization which addresses the prevailing condition associated with 
time and changes in its environment. Early humans are often thought of as dwelling in caves 
due to local findings of their archaeological remains and art in the caves (Okeke, 2019). 
Architecture deals with the building which is seen as the safest place to be in the event of a 
crisis. The building is supposed to provide shelter and safety, which if destroyed can lessen the 
impact of architectural practice. Architects as the master builder hold a responsibility towards 
buildings, humans and nature, having to inculcate security measures in their design. Just as a 
house without a door has no restriction to movement, a building without security measures is 
prone to an attack from external forces. The study discovered how buildings were made safer 
against external forces using architectural design solutions (Okeke, 2019) and the concept is 
tagged security by design (SBD). 

Kaya–Malin and Paul–van (2007) defined security by design (SBD) as a partly new approach 
that has the potential to keep cities safe and secure. It is an approach to reducing and preventing 
crime, incivilities, nuisances, and other safety and security issues. The security by design approach 
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builds on knowledge from physical protection, site and target hardening, access control, and 
surveillance/censoring techniques like CCTV. The approach is relevant for both smaller and 
larger cities and could help balance efforts to increase urban resilience whilst also promoting 
the open and inclusive character of the public sphere. It can contribute to the quality of life in 
cities and improve conviviality, liveability, and the attractiveness of areas. The implementation 
of an approach based on security by design principles to enhance security in public spaces is an 
innovative practice in which local and regional authorities, to date, often have little experience 
and/or expertise.

The recent height of insecurity has brought about the need for solutions in city planning and 
architecture design through its elements of planning namely functionality, aesthetics, safety, 
convenience and economy. This approach has heightened with post–modernism. This means 
that architecture can approach the defensive capability in buildings without bearing a sense 
of tension on the occupants and the built environment. This is called the architecture of fear 
with regard to the elements of design (Okeke, 2019). The author, however, developed a layered 
security strategy which can provide the facility with the ability to deter, detect, deny, defend 
and detain threats to attack every layer of the building, including the perimeter of the property, 
reception, floor level, technical spaces and specialized area.

Okeke (2019) therefore identified the underlisted design standard or measures which should 
be incorporated by the design professionals to improve the safety and security standards in 
any building system. 

• Avoiding windward angles such as L and U in buildings due to trapping shock waves 
and resonance of explosion. Use circular and preferably convex surfaces, because the 
intensity of the reflected pressure on it is lower than on a flat surface. 

•  Integrate measures to withstand the gradual or progressive collapse. In buildings with 
7 floors or more, the building form should guarantee that debris does not block access 
to the building.

• Avoid the design of windowless structures as in event of explosion windows blow out 
and limit the total collapse of the structure.

• Employing more than 30% of glass for the opening view surface is forbidden and the 
glass used in each opening must be resistant. Also, avoid the use of glass as a false ceiling.

• Use landscaping or barrier methods to place buildings far away from any secured 
perimeter as possible and secure the perimeter against intrusion by vehicles. 

• Use nonstructural lightweight elements for the interior and for the exterior of the building. 
• Locate unprotected zones and external functions of the facility in the external bay. 
• Design exterior window systems and cladding to provide higher or equal resistance to 

lateral load than the transparency or panel for the framing, connections and supporting 
structure. 



121

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

• Use redundant, separated mechanical/electrical control systems. 

Other safety and security design standards identified from the literature include the use of 
explosive detecting building components such as laser scanners, electronic gates, doors, and 
urban furniture. Restriction of automobile access to secure perimeter landscape design, creation 
of long walking distance for public and institutional buildings which helps in monitoring 
pedestrians and application of the deconstructivity theory of design to porches, foyers and 
entrance are the factors identified as the design standard for safety and security in buildings. 
In Addition, the introduction of a single mobile device to cover the entire proficiency and 
functionality of home security were also identified by some authors. 

In another view, one of the most popular types of professional home security assistance is home 
alarm monitoring, which may employ any number of devices and policies to keep a residence 
safe. Understanding how this service operates and knowing what makes a great monitoring 
company can lead to a satisfying security decision that delivers both value and peace of mind 
(Hannah, 2011). Also, Farinde, Soyinka and Siu, (2018) recognized the essential quality or 
importance of CCTV for safety and security in crime–prone areas such as airports, banks, ATM 
locations, residential areas, Nightclubs and communal buildings among others. The CCTV 
is designed with the aim to record an observed process to ensure adequate use for the safety 
of lives and property and any other relevant uses. The authors, however, emphasized on the 
recommendation of CCTV inclusive design strategies with government policies, and public 
and private participation of stakeholders in urban planning design.

Another aspect of design for security and safety refers to the aspect of fire hazards in buildings. 
The design measure or standard from the literature include reliable fire protection systems, proper 
regulation and enforcement of building code provisions, enhancement of public awareness and 
proper use of technology and resources is key to alleviate fire hazards in buildings. Major research 
and training required to improve fire safety in buildings include developing cost–effective fire 
suppression systems and rational fire design approaches, characterizing new materials and 
developing performance–based codes. The factors identified must be designed and planned 
together with the building from the conceptual process in terms of location and accessibility 
(Kodur, Kumar and Rafi, 2019). In addition, houses should be designed with escape routes 
within or out of the building without being noticed and should not become traps during a fire 
or other emergencies, buildings could be designed to have more than the regular two exits to 
create other invisible outlets to escape crime, fire or other disasters.

Architecture of Fear, published by Agbola (1997), revealed that the most common security 
measures or standards in most buildings around Nigerian cities manifest in the construction 
and introduction of high walls around the building units, which have become so high that 
they obstruct the visual aesthetics of such buildings by sometimes concealing the building. In 
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addition, buildings are intricately shielded with burglary proofing, construction of massive and 
high gates with strong locks, installation of lighting facilities at every corner of the residential 
environment, and a host of other protective devices, all of which gives credence to the assertion 
that city architecture in Nigeria today is governed by the fear of incursion by robbers. According 
to Agbola (1997), the action above is an invitation to the robbers to carry out their robbery 
activities. This is termed ‘Architecture of Fear’ which has caused the untimely death of many 
families in Nigeria. By the nature of the design, whenever there is robbery activity going on 
inside the building, rescue operations always become impossible. 

In addition, the Architecture of Fear examines the ways in which the contemporary landscape 
is shaped by our society’s preoccupation with fear, as apparent in–home design, security 
systems, gated communities, semi–public spaces (shopping malls, theme parks, casinos and 
office atriums), zoning regulations, and cyberspace. This fixation also manifests itself in efforts 
to provide safety in public parks, but control the problem of homelessness (Okeke, 2019). 

On the Other hand, Olaniran (2006) suggested the prevention of flood and erosion, fire 
outbreaks, provision of flexible building design plans against obsolescence and child protection 
as part of security measures to be established in building rather than mere safeguarding of 
lives and property as the absence of this offers misconception to the issue of home security. 
Makinde (2020) emphasized on the safety needs which involved environmental design for crime 
preventions through architecture, surveillance, homeownership potentials development, social 
interaction and improvement in the concepts of territoriality, surveillance, milieu and image 
design. Contrary to the above points, Agheyisi and Aghedo, (2021) affirmed that numerous 
uncompleted buildings; unoccupied buildings usually roofed but not fitted with doors and 
window; and abandoned buildings contributes to the insecurity of the housing environment. 
Also, lack of streetlights, signposts and house numbering constituted environmental risk factors 
which also contributed to crime vulnerability of the housing environment.

Okeke (2019) carried out a study on counter–terrorism design approach which requires designing 
security measures into a structure. The design involves a complex series of compromises to 
achieve a balanced design, and both the operational and physical security modes are to be 
employed within that structure. According to Okeke (2019), Terrorism risks can be mitigated 
in two basic fashions: Proactive and Reactive Strategies.

i. The proactive strategy involves the introduction of physical, technical and procedural 
protective measures, such as barriers, bollards, landscaping, access control, and 
surveillance devices and reducing the impact that the loss of a particular element may 
have on the asset as a whole. This has to do with including defensive strategies in the 
architectural design right from the drafting board. It is proactive because it must factor 
in three defense tactics to fight against potential terror that include preventing the attack, 
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delaying the attack, and mitigating the effects of the attack.

ii. The reactive strategy means preventing an attack before it happens. This is the first 
principle to combat terrorism because in the context of building design it is removing all 
breeding grounds for terror and eliminating any potential attack even before they strike. 
It can be translated to mean being ‘battle–ready’ by creating a difficult situation for the 
implementation and execution of some of the most palpable setups, obvious tactics or 
attack settings. Contemporary architectural design still can realize this function by use 
of explosive detecting building components like laser scanners, electronic gates, doors, 
urban furniture etc, restriction of automobile access to secure perimeter by landscape 
design, and creation of long walking distance for public and institutional buildings as 
this helps in the pedestrian monitoring, application of the deconstructivity theory of 
design to porches, foyer and entrances.

Furthermore, Newman (1973) emphasized the four (4) key design measures to overcome the 
security and safety failure of existing housing which include: territoriality (The subdivision 
of buildings and grounds into zones of influence to discourage outsiders from entering and 
encourage residents to defend their area); surveillance (The design of buildings to allow easy 
observation of the related territory); image (The design of public housing to avoid stigma) and 
environment (The juxtaposing of public housing projects with safe zones in adjacent areas).

Similarly, Ibama, Dike and Wocha, (2015) posited that the key community safety issues for 
architects, urban designers and planners include; designing for an optimum mix of uses; designing 
and maintaining to give the right psychological signals and cues; designing for control of the 
environment by users and designing for Right–Sizing. In another view, Ray Jeffery developed 
the Concept of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) which addresses the 
relationship between the built environment and the incidence of crime (Agheyisi and Aghedo, 
2021). The framework clearly explains that unplanned neighbourhoods or inappropriate layouts 
and buildings can attract criminals and make it easier for them to commit crimes. This suggests 
that Architects and urban designers should encourage the incorporation of security features 
in site and housing design, such as surveillance and visibility, access control and escape routes, 
target hardening, territoriality, image and aesthetics. However, the introduction of these design 
features according to CPTED, are likely to reduce how offenders commit crimes if people in 
buildings and neighbourhoods are able to see what is happening around them. These principles 
are fundamental in establishing the extent to which the built environment either reduces or 
increases opportunities for crime. The significance of these principles in crime prevention is 
critical to the lived experiences of residents in informal housing (Agheyisi and Aghedo, 2021).
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4.0  ANALYSIS AND APPRAISAL OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARD FOR 
HOUSING SECURITY AND SAFETY IN NIGERIA

The analyses obtained through the appraisal of the literature review were presented in Table 2. 
Studies across the selected geopolitical zones were identified and architectural security design 
standards were extracted and appraised. Justifications and recommendations were made 
accordingly. 
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Table 2: Analyses of Various Studies on Architectural Design Standard for Housing Security 
and Safety in Nigeria.

S/N Author/ Year Documents  
Title 

Study  
Area

Methodology Architectural Security and 
Safety Design Standard 
Identified

1 Makinde, O.O 
(2020)

The correlates 
of residents’ 
perception of 
safety in gated 
communities 
in Nigeria

 South–
West 
(Ibadan) 
Oyo–State

Survey (Ques-
tionnaire)

Environmental design stand-
ard, Housing Nearness to 
emergency service, Sewage 
management method, De-
sign for the cleanliness of the 
environment, Level of lighting 
on the streets, Accessibility to 
recreational facilities, Over-
all signage and Image of the 
neighbourhood, well–defined 
individual compound/house/
flat. Quality of territoriality 
and surveillance.

2 Ajibade, F  
(2019)

Appraisal of 
Security level 
within Nige-
ria Residential 
Real Estates 
Neighbour-
hood

South–
West 
(Akure,) 
Ondo–
State

Survey (Ques-
tionnaire)

Fencing, burglar proof, 
Surveillance, Alarm System, 
CCTV System and Close 
Circuit and Fencing materials; 
Block/Concrete, Barbed Wire, 
Plank

3 Odunjo O. O & 
Odunola, O.O 
(2013)

An Appraisal 
of House Se-
curity Meas-
ures in Lagos, 
Nigeria

South–
West 
(Lagos)

Primary and 
secondary data.

Design for special windows 
& locks, CCTV, High fence 
wall, Burglary proof & Alarm 
system

4 Olajide, S. 
E.,Kolawole, A. 
O., 

(2013)

Security 
Challenges in 
Nigerian Res-
idential Real 
Estates.

South–
West 
(Ado–Ek-
iti) Ekiti–
State

Survey (Ques-
tionnaire)

Design for Block/ Concrete 
wall, Barbed Wire, Burglary 
Proof, Fencing, Alarm Sys-
tem, Surveillance and Closed 
Circuit Television
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5 Farinmade 
A,Soyinka, O.A 
. Micheal Siu, K. 
W, (2018)

Urban Safety 
and Security 
in Lagos Me-
tropolis, Nige-
ria: CCTV 
Inclusive 
Design for 
Sustainable 
Urban Devel-
opment.

South–
West, 
(Lagos)

A mixed 
method of data 
collection and 
analysis was 
adopted

Closed–circuit television 
(CCTV) inclusive design 
strategies, safety, and security 
strategies with participation 
of stakeholders in urban plan-
ning design were proposed for 
the study area.

6 Okeke, F.O 
(2019)

Resilient 
architecture; 
a design 
approach 
to counter 
terrorism in 
building for 
safety of occu-
pants

South–East

(Onitsha) 
Anambra 
State 

Appraisal of ex-
isting Ancient 
building and 
archival retriev-
al of historical 
documents

Building shape configuration, 
Design deception, exterior 
façade, use of lightweight 
building element, landscap-
ing, building space layout 
and use of smart building 
concept enhances the safety of 
occupants within the facility. 
Other architectural design 
parameters include Energy 
Efficiency of Building, Ease of 
access, Aesthetic Appeal, Fire 
prevention & Natural hazard 
mitigation.

7 Ibama, B Dike, 
E &.Wocha, C 
(2015)

Physical Plan-
ning: A Pana-
cea for Urban 
Security 
Challenges In 
Port Harcourt 
Municipality

South–
South 

(Port Har-
court) Riv-
ers–State

Observation-
al and case 
study research 
method

Provision of streetlights, 
Proper planning of environ-
ment and housing design for 
Territoriality, Creation of ac-
cess and existing road, Design 
for adequate Surveillance and 
Image
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8 Agheyisi, J.A 
& Aghedo, I 
(2021)

Neighbour-
hood Vul-
nerability 
to Security 
Threats in Be-
nin City: The 
Role of Infor-
mal Housing 
and the Built 
Environment

South–
South 

(Benin 
City) Edo–
State

Use of exten-
sive literature 
review and ar-
chival retrieval 
of historical 
documents

Planning, design and manage-
ment of the physical envi-
ronment, Target hardening 
and Access control (fence, 
gate, locks, and burglar proof 
doors, windows and veran-
dahs) Territoriality and sur-
veillance. Use of good housing 
materials, 

Design for good security 
lighting strategies to enhance 
natural surveillance, 

The height of fences should 
not exceed 1.8 meters

Design with respect to Land 
use ordinances,

Building codes, and by–laws 
as well as development con-
trol standards.

9 Okeke, F.O 
Chendo,I.G 
& Ibem, E.O. 
(2021)

Imprints 
of security 
challenges on 
the vernacular 
architecture 
of northern 
Nigeria: a 
study on Bor-
no State

North–
Central

(Maidu-
guri, Ngan-
zai and 
Monguno) 

Borno State

Case study 
method with 
qualitative 
research, obser-
vations and 
oral interview.

The use of modern building 
materials.

Adoption of rectangular 
building forms with corru-
gated iron sheets for roofs in 
place of circular houses with 
thatch roofs.

Use of burglary–proof doors, 
windows and verandas 
together with gated commu-
nities. Restricted access across 
control.
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10  Adedayo , O.F 
Ailoyafen, D & 
Adebayo O. A.

Landscaping 
For Passive 
Security And 
Adaptation 
To Climate 
In Church 
Environment, 
Niger State, 
Nigeria

North–East

(Minna) 
Niger state

Observation 
schedules 
purposefully 
structured to 
provide rele-
vant informa-
tion 

Design of both Hard, Soft and 
passive landscape element 
such as 

Curvilinear concept in design, 
Use of masquerade along the 
fence, Placement of hedges 
along the driveway, Use of 
speed breakers along the 
driveway. Use of flower climb-
ers on the building. 

Also, Provision of water bod-
ies, garden lights on lawns, 
open lawns before, lawn 
chairs, a direct drive from the 
entrance gate to the church 
building and provision of 
picket fence and man–made 
hills. 

Others include the use of 
boulders between the car park 
and church buildings, the use 
of elevated planters, the loca-
tion of the car park away from 
the building and the use of 
gravel finish for driveway. The 
above Landscape design is 
prescribed by the authors as a 
design standard to reduce the 
attacks on the building and its 
occupants in urban centres.
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11 Udeuhele, G. I 
(2018)

Urbanization 
and Insecurity 
in Nigeria: 
The Issues, 
Challenges 
and Prospect 
for National 
Development

Nigeria Use of exten-
sive literature 
review and ar-
chival retrieval 
of historical 
documents

Appropriate Zoning for Land 
uses Adequate Layouts for 
roads and railways and Pro-
viding planning scheme for 
the housing environment.

Source: The Authors, 2022

5.0  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This study has succeeded in carrying out the literature review of various articles relating to 
the study of architectural design standards for housing security and safety in Nigeria. Related 
articles were chosen for review across the country. The literature reveals a significant relationship 
between the security/safety threat and various architectural design standards to mitigate or 
reduce the insecurity threat in the housing environment. Findings indicated that vulnerability to 
security threats is higher at the housing environment. Hence the need for security reinforcement 
can be done by providing urban houses with adequate architectural security design standards. 
Evidence from empirical studies from the literature reviewed affirmed that most urban housing 
has not been planned or built with such considerations. 

Some of the architectural security design standards that should be planned and designed with 
the building from the conception according to the literature include the design for landscape 
elements, use of modern building materials and burglary–proof doors, windows and verandas 
together with gated communities. It was recommended from the literature that the height of the 
block/concrete fences should not exceed 1.8 meters to receive burglaries on top. In addition, 
provision of the gate with sharp edges, locks, design security lighting strategies, respect for good 
land use ordinances, building codes and by–laws as well as development control standards were 
also recommended from the literature.

Furthermore, many of the articles appraised also discuss the issue of housing design for 
territoriality and surveillance & Image design, proper planning of the environment, Closed–
Circuit Television (CCTV) inclusive design strategies and alarm system. The Authors also 
advocated for the block/ concrete wall design, and provision of barbed wire for fencing. However, 
design deception, use of lightweight building elements, the introduction of smart building 
concepts, building shape design configuration, the energy efficiency of the building, ease of 
accessibility, fire prevention & natural hazard mitigation were also part of the design measure 
advocated vibrantly by the authors. These should be introduced as part of the design concept 
by intending designers. Other security design standards identified from the literature include 
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the introduction of environmental design standards, housing nearness to emergency service, 
sewage management method, design for the cleanliness of the environment, good street lighting 
system, overall signage and Image of the housing environment among others.

The issue of security in urban housing particularly in the northern part of Nigeria has become 
a great challenge to everyone. This is a challenge to the architects and other allied professionals 
to seek out new ways of ensuring that the risk of attacks and the effects on the building and its 
occupants can be reduced. Hence, the need for integration of security measures in the designs 
of urban housing. This can be achieved if the architects or designers place a premium value on 
the security and safety aspect of their design. Basic facilities such as street lighting, signposts, 
and house numbering should be put in place for easy identification in the event of a response 
to distress calls. However, development control standards should also be more strictly enforced 
in terms of building density and height of walled fences around residential compounds in order 
to enhance natural surveillance.

Fencing is a major feature of urban housing where newly constructed houses are considered 
incomplete without burglar–proof windows and verandahs. Although this reflects the security 
consciousness of the residents. However, a high–walled fence inadvertently renders a house 
vulnerable to criminal attack in the sense that it conceals criminals once they gain access 
into the compound. It also makes it difficult for occupants to keep their eyes on the street 
and effectively monitor their immediate surroundings. Based on the above observation, it is, 
therefore, recommended that building designers should consider the above issues and design 
low wall fences (not exceeding 1.8 meters) for their clients. The fence can even be constructed 
with burglaries proof around the building to design a fence for easy visibility and accessibility 
during robbery events by vigilante groups to monitor criminal activities in homes. Architects 
should also play down the exterior architectural aesthetics design in terms of the building form 
and exterior materials adopted for wall finishing. Psychologically, this will make it impossible 
to identify the financial status of the building owners. 
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ABSTRACT

Recently, Nigerian urban cities have become a scaring ghost to the 
residents, the passerby, the buildings and related infrastructure due to 
insecurities. The purpose of this paper is to propose an architectural 
design to reduce the impact of damages on the cities caused by 
insecurities. Focusing on ensuring detailed design provides careful 
attention to the provision of security barriers, security devices on 
the street, sidewalks, buildings, and all transportation systems while 
ensuring urban quality and compliance to urban regulations. Semi–
structured interviews were used to capture primary data from urban 
residents, building and business owners, and government agencies 
on the types of security design expected for the urban and semi–
urban areas, the privacy of residents, the monitoring process and 
the maintenance policy and desk–based reviews for secondary data. 
Using NVivo qualitative analysis software for the thematic approach, 
it was revealed that providing architectural designs equipped with 
security details improves urban security and increases residents’ and 
investors’ confidence in urban development in Nigeria. From the 
findings, Government needs to provide urban rules and regulations, 
public places security devices, implementation strategies and adoption 
of partnerships in maintaining the devices to reduce the impact of 
urban insecurity in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION

Cities attract approximately 55% of the 7.9 billion inhabitants of the world population (World 
Bank, 2020). It was revealed that the trend will continue until nearly 7 out of 10 people in the 
world will live in cities by 2050 (World Bank, 2020). The speed and rate of this urbanization 
come with a lot of challenges of increased threats to urban safety and security (UNHSP, 2007). 
While some of these threats have taken the form of a dramatic approach. Urban crime and 
violence in countries in all regions, regardless of the level of development, have led to increasing 
debate about how to address the origins of insecurity and its impacts. The problem of crime 
and violence in cities has been long recognized as a growing and serious challenge in all parts 
of the world (UNHSP, 2007). Globally, conflicts are on the rise, resulting in 60% of forcibly 
displaced people living in urban areas, and cities should be designed to aid protection (World 
Bank, 2020).

Globally, social and security defence in architectural design has been very low on the architects’ 
list of design priorities among new technologies, cost, and aesthetics as more important to them. 
(Geir, 2020) any architects designing cities sees urban security design as a restriction to design 
freedom (Geir, 2020) However, security against crime is a functional element of design which 
should not be neglected if competent professional services are to be provided and there is a 
growing concern among the practising architects over limited data and information required 
for the design of urban security and protection in developing countries (Geir, 2020). There is 
an increasingly urgent need to understand the conditions needed to be created in the design 
process and buildings which help the prevention of (Geir, 2020). For this study, urban security 
focuses on providing basic architectural design elements in buildings and other infrastructure 
to protect the urban areas from violent crime and insecurities that will reduce the impact of 
insecurities and ensure focus cities have access to urban qualities with maximum design security.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Vance (1954) cited in Simon, Fulani and Ademola (2013) described Urban Area (UA) or Central 
Business District (CBD) as a place where essential business, central services, administrative, 
and industrial functions are carried out daily to the retailing of goods and services for a profit. 
Various terminologies are used to define urban areas as the city centre, town centre, central 
district zone, CBD, core area and the inner city. Summarily, an urban area can be referred to 
as towns, cities, and suburbs that are developed or developing for human structures such as 
houses, commercial buildings, roads, bridges, and railways (National Geography)
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The traditional and age–old system of intelligence and criminal record maintenance has failed 
to live up to the requirements of the existing crime scenario (Olajuyigbe, Omole, Bayode and 
Adenigba, 2016). Manual processes have neither provided accurate, reliable and comprehensive 
data round the clock nor does it help in trend prediction and decision support, asides resulting 
to lower productivity and ineffective utilization of manpower (Geir, 2020). Crime has serious 
negative effects on societies in both developed and developing countries of the world. Fear of 
victimization, loss of life and assets, drop in income, unemployment, displacements, evictions, 
emotional depression and diversion of investment and development funds towards security 
costs are all impacts of rising incidences of crime in our societies. Despite huge investments in 
social interventions and crime prevention measures all over the world, the crime problem is still 
unresolved, as the crime rate around the globe continues to escalate due to increasing growth 
in poverty and the inequality in urban neighbourhoods, manifest through the proliferation of 
slums and unplanned urban areas in towns and cities Olajuyigbe, Omole, Bayode and Adenigba, 
2016). Crime presents a major challenge to the social, economic and physical development of 
cities and towns all over the world (Olajuyigbe, et al, 2016).

Katyall (2002) observed that an extensive review of the architectural literature reveals four 
basic concepts. Design should: (1) create opportunities for natural surveillance by residents, 
neighbours, and bystanders; (2) instill a sense of territoriality so that residents develop proprietary 
attitudes and outsiders feel deterred from entering a private space; (3) build communities and 
avoid social isolation, and (4) protect targets of crime. These four goals often work in synergy 
so that, for example, natural surveillance is most effective when social isolation is minimized 
and when design delays the perpetration of crime (Geir, 2020). But the goals can conflict with 
each other. A theoretical and practical understanding of how each goal helps prevent crime 
illuminates the choice of which goals should take precedence (Geir, 2020). Architecture enables 
the other constraints on criminal activity to work more effectively. First, architecture can make 
law enforcement more likely to succeed in its task of apprehending criminals. Public areas 
can be made more visible, enabling witnesses and police to observe wrongdoing, and can be 
configured in ways that make escape more difficult (Olajuyigbe, et al, 2016; Geir, 2020 ). Second, 
architecture can modify the social norms of a community. Design can influence the attitudes and 
beliefs of individuals about a given neighbourhood, draw into community law–abiders with a 
vested interest in the social order, and create conditions conducive to the development of trust 
among neighbours. Third, architecture can shape preferences away from crime, for example, 
by influencing the psychology of aggression. Fourth, design can make crime more expensive, 
thereby creating cost deterrence (Katyall, 2002). When neighbourhoods are planned in ways 
that make surveillance more likely, criminals will incur additional expenditures to carry out 
their crimes, and such expenditures can deter the criminal act. These constraints on crime––
cost deterrence, legal risks, social norms, and individual tastes–are not, of course, influenced 
by architecture alone, but architecture may be able to alter these variables more easily than the 
police (Olajuyigbe, et al, 2016).
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2.1 Crime and Violence as a form of insecurity in Urban Areas

A sense of safety is important to the enjoyment of public space in urban areas. In response to 
this threat, architects must come up with creative solutions to provide safety for people and 
the neighbourhoods. These security measures should be implemented by Urban Planners and 
constructed by building and infrastructural Engineers to respect street–level views and vistas, 
provide disability access, secure gathering spaces, and blend them with local architectural 
styles to minimize interruption to the city’s vibrant life (Reliance n.d). It is on record that 
insecurity crime and violence are more severe in urban areas which are compounded by the 
urban population explosion and rapid growth (Dunn 2018). Indeed, every city in Nigeria 
has been the victim of kidnapping, terrorism, violent killings, banditry, burglary, and armed 
robbery consistently for over 13 years but more widespread in Kano, Maiduguri, Abuja, Kogi, 
Yobe, Enugu, Anambra, Osun, Rivers with the crime rate reaching 70% (Dunn 2018). UNHSP 
(2007) reported that in Africa, cities such as Lagos, Johannesburg, Capetown, Durban and 
Nairobi account for a sizeable proportion of their nation’s crime. Urban areas in Africa also 
have the highest reported levels of burglary, with victimization rates of over 8 per cent of that 
city’s population. Table 1 indicates different types of violent crime and insecurities in Nigeria 
and other developing countries that needed urban protection through architectural design.
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Table 1: Types of violent crime and insecurities (VCI)
Primary 
direction of 
urban VCI

Category of Violent 
crime and insecurity 
(VCI)

Types of VCI perpetra-
tors and/or victims 

Physical Manifes-
tation 

Secondary 
direction of 
urban VCI

Terrorism (Boko 
Haram, Banditry, 
IPOB/ESN)

–car bombing, explo-
sive, Adoption, kid-
napping, raiding

Community 
cleansing, extra–
judicial killing, 
lynching, distort-
ed education

Political/institution Party/party clashes, 
people/government, 
organization/staff, 

Extra judicial 
killings, lynchings 
kidnapping, 

Institutional/eco-
nomic

Organised crime, busi-
ness interest

Intimidation, kid-
napping, armed 
robbery, arms 
dealing, drug ped-
dling, monumen-
tal corruption

Economic/gang/cult Gang/rival cult crime Theft, violent 
robbery, forceful 
collection

Economic Robbery Street theft, rob-
bery

Economic/social Street children (Area 
boys, omonile)

Petty theft

Social Domestic violence 
between adults

Physical or psy-
chological abuse

Social Child abuse, rape 
(both sex)

Physical & social 
abuse

Social Generational conflicts, 
parents/children, sib-
lings, uncles/children

Physical & psy-
chological 

House-
hold social 
violence get 
youths at 
risk of crime 
in urban 
cities

Social Routing daily violence 
(keke riders, okada 
riders, daily site work-
ers)

Confrontation, 
lack of citizenship 
in areas of traffic 
obedience

Source: Adapted and modified from UNHSP, 2007)
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The problem of violent crime in cities has been a growing and serious challenge in all parts of 
the country Nigeria and the world at large. The problem of crime and insecurity originated at 
home and social failure spread into urban cities (Oliveira, Hagen, Petchey and Evans, 2017). As 
highlighted in Table 1, the sources of urban insecurity can easily be traced as economic, social 
terrorism, political/institutional, and cult group which have different dimensions with direct 
or indirect cost implications to the people as shown in Figure 1 (Oliveira, Hagen, Petchey and 
Evans, 2017; UNHSP, 2007). 

Figure 1: Dimension of Urban Insecurities and the impact cost. 

Source: Adapted and modified from UNHSP, 2007

2.2:  Architectural design for urban security 

In a developed world like America, the tragedy of 9/11, and the subsequent discussion around 
terrorism in urban areas at home and abroad, increased the sense of urgency that urban design 
should include elements that can prevent trucks or car bombs, see clearer views, install barriers 
that allow pedestrian traffic while stopping vehicles in public space (Reliance, n.d). In Nigeria, 
between 2011 and 2015 deliberate crashes of vehicles with bombs and explosives were becoming 
rampant in churches, mosques, and public places as acts of terrorism. Between 2014 and 
2022, mass adoption of school children comes almost every period, and people are living with 
kidnapping, banditry, incessant killings, and sporadic shootings of innocent people in private 
and public places (Dunn, 2018). In reacting to this old and new dimensioned threat, this study 
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advocates the design and building of security barriers on open streets, buildings and other 
infrastructure with security devices on sidewalks, buildings, perimeters, and transportation 
systems (Reliance, n.d). 

Oliveira et al (2017) suggest that urban planning security design must balance security and 
user–friendliness. To satisfy both needs, the study stress that a variety of common public 
amenities like seating, drinking fountains, bike parking, planters, walls, and decorative fences 
can be hardened to provide perimeter fence security without obstructing the public. In 2017, 
Oliveira opined that traffic guiding elements like streetlights, signposts, bollards and anti–ram 
bollards are also unobtrusive security elements to be adopted in architectural security design 
to protect people and property against car crashes. Boulders and trees, lamp standards, trash 
receptacles, and signage, at home in many settings, should be considered in the design for safety 
and security measures (Simon et al 2013). 

3.0 METHODOLOGY 

This study was based on a literature review and telephone interview survey for its primary 
data capturing. A semi–structured interview with urban residents, building/business owners, 
government agencies like urban development control and allied professionals from industry 
and academia was conducted in May 2022. Table 2 provides details of interview responses. 
Telephone interviews were essential because of their optimal cross–sectional data collection 
in terms of value for money, cost and time effectiveness as supported by Suttle cited in Allu, 
(2018). Furthermore, telephone interviews grant easier access to the consent of those who may 
not willingly grant a face–face interview because of the issue of confidentiality, and it is also a 
richer method in exploratory studies providing privacy for the researcher and the interviewee 
(Kothari & Garg, 2019; Allu, 2018). This approach to collecting the data plays an important 
role in industrial surveys, particularly, when the time of accomplishing the task is very limited 
and the research is exploratory (Kothari & Garg, 2019).

In the selection of sample for this study, attention was given to the suggestion of many researchers 
such as Bryman (2012) and Guest, Bunce and Johnson (2006) of sample adequacy of 12–60 
for this method. Similarly, Baker and Edwards (2012) suggested 12–20 sample adequacy if the 
research focuses on a particular population. So, the sample size of 120 adopted for this research 
(30 each for each discipline) is considered adequate for this type of research methodology. A 
purposive sampling method was adopted as suitable for this study and a thematic analysis 
approach was used to simplify textual coding with NVivo for summary interpretation of the 
analysis. 

The researchers contacted some interviewees based on their built environment professional 
experience, a control officer in the government building development office, a town planner 
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who approves city designs and development, city residents and particularly architects or in 
the following cities; Abuja (5), Lagos (5), Port–Harcourt (5), Ado–Ekiti (5), Kaduna (5) and 
Lokoja (5). 

Table 2 shows the distribution of coded question for easy identification which takes a minimum 
of 15 minutes for each session with the following percentage of distribution: urban residents 
25%, Building/business owners 25%, Government agency 25%, and 25% to allied professionals 
comprising of Urban Planners 10%, QS 5%, Estate Managers 5%, Builders 5%) of both industry 
and academia.

Table 2: Profile of interviewees for data capture

S/N Discipline/Code Discipline code Numbers Interviewed %
1 Urban Residents UR1–30 30 25%

2 Building/Business owners BB1–30 30 25%

3
Government Agency (Urban Develop-
ment control)

GA 1–30 30 25%

4 Allied professionals AP1–30 30 25%

Total 120 100%

The coded semi–structured interviewed questions used for this study are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3: Semi–Structured Interview Questions

Codes Questions
Q1 What are the types of urban architectural design security do you want in our cities?
Q2 Do you want any special privacy in the design of urban securities as an urban resident? 
Q3 What are your suggestions for effective monitoring of the urban security elements in 

Nigerian cities 
Q4 In your opinion what are the measures that can be taken to ensure these security designs 

can be maintained and sustainable in Nigeria?
Q5 What are your views on this subject matter of architectural design for urban securities?

This research asked the above questions in different geopolitical cities in Nigeria as participatory 
action research with the participants as supported by Kothari & Garg (2019).
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The responses to urban architectural design security in our cities revealed that everybody 
interviewed UR1–30, BB1–30, GA 1–30, and AP1–30 eagerly responded that urban security 
is a good innovation to prevent crime with the introduction of architectural design elements 
such as architectural barriers, diversion, the use of a concrete fence, road stopper or bumps, 
streetlights as security devices, the use of signposts with security devices, fountains, rails among 
others. Parking areas can also be used as architectural design elements for security. Walls on 
the street can be equipped with security gadgets as well as the street planters. This revelation 
from different cities is in tandem with the findings of Oliveira et al (2017); Reliance (n.d) as it 
regards architectural design security. The issue of privacy in the design of urban securities among 
urban residents affirmed from different cities, that privacy cannot be compromised. However, 
one response stood out with a surprising answer as quoted below: UR22: “My religion does not 
permit intrusion and therefore I do not support any design that affects my private life, after all; 
Almighty is the ultimate security provider”. This response agreed with the study of Yakubu, 2017 
that culture and religion are determinants in architectural design and form in some societies. 
It was also revealed that some persons want the safety of their life, while others are in support 
of any design that will provide maximum security. This view was supported by an academic 
interviewed: “I see an urban architectural design policy framework coming out of this study; culture, 
religion and social status will affect the question of privacy which can only be balanced through 
policy”. In the opinion of this study, his response has created a deep hole that could be filled 
with further studies on design privacy such as the role of culture, religion and social status on 
the Architectural design privacy and security in Nigeria. The response looks simple but deep in 
the sense that resistance is expected when it comes to privacy in the urban environment because 
of diverse cultures, religions and the social status that prefer differential treatment in the cities 
as their lifestyle as opined by Salama 2006 cited in Yakubu (2017). The findings also indicate 
suggestions for monitoring the urban security elements in Nigerian cities such; as creating 
several data collection points and developing friendly reporting mechanisms, deployment 
of staff 24/7 for activities, outputs, intermediate and final outcomes, review of available data, 
discussing progress and welcoming inputs and comments, as well as discussion of constraints 
and opportunities, and how sensitive or confidential data are to be handled, development of 
action plan against defaulters, annual reporting. The Allied Professional interviewee number 5 
response (AP5) agreed to the issue of monitoring for improvement. He advised that designers 
should listen to feedback and implement plans in phases. This opinion agrees with the study of 
NIRN, 2015 on the principle of the best implementation approach in four (4) different stages 
of exploration, installation, initial, and full implementation. It was also revealed that many 
responses doubt the ability to maintain the architectural security design in our cities. They 
complained about our lack of maintenance culture, and negligence to government properties 
and therefore few suggested private organizations should be given the aspect of maintenance 
before the programs can be sustainable as expected. These responses have validated the issue 
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of sustainability in the Nigerian construction and building project (Allu, 2018).

5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study has identified problems of urban insecurities as violent crime, kidnapping, adoption, 
car bombing, lynching, terrorism, armed robbery confrontation and ritual killings. It was revealed 
that elements of architectural design for urban securities such as diversion, concrete fences, road 
bumps, streetlights CCTV devices, sign posts, security devices, and the use of fountains, rails, 
and walls equipped with security devices are positive steps that could reduce urban crime thereby 
increase residents and investors’ confidence for urban development. The findings also revealed 
the direct and indirect costs of urban insecurities. It is worthy of note that the security design 
proposal can also be effectively implemented in four stages of implementation (exploration, 
installation, initial, and full implementation) within the standards of urban regulations.

It is desirable to therefore recommend that urban city regulators should encourage the adoption 
of the proposed architectural security design elements identified by the study to end or reduce 
the impact of urban insecurities. In this regard, city centres and public busy places should have 
security design measures introduced by the Government to reduce the impact of violent crime 
in the centres. Government should encourage policy implementation in stages instead of full 
and forceful implementation at once. In a bid to ensure the sustainability of the innovation, 
government should partner with critical stakeholders in maintaining the proposed security 
designs.
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ABSTRACT

The lingering security crises in the country have led to spikes in the 
crime rate in urban centres, and this has stimulated the spontaneous 
growth of community–based security groups otherwise known as a 
vigilante. This work, therefore, seeks to assess the functionality of 
the operations of these groups concerning urban crime control. This 
involves assessing the spatial distribution of the checkpoints mounted 
by the groups at night, examining the synergy among the groups, 
and finally proposing ways to boost their functionality. A survey 
research design is adopted for the study. The urban road accessibility 
map of Uyo is acquired using Open Street Map Download while the 
community–based checkpoints were identified through reconnaissance 
survey and GPS. Spatial Accessibility Assessment Model was used 
to analyze the functionality of the checkpoints using ArcGIS 10.1, 
and 12 checkpoints were identified to be optimally functional, 28 
checkpoints were moderately functional, while the remaining 58 
checkpoints were spatially less functional given the alternative routes 
that encouraged by–pass. From the group discussions, there is no 
synergy amongst the community–based security groups, and 72.3% of 
the groups observed that they were not paid, therefore they relied on 
appreciation from motorists at night. As policy implication, the need 
for a robust security layout plan is required urgently to re organize the 
community–based checkpoints, and further instill synergy amongst 
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the group and conventional security bodies like Nigeria Police and 
Nigeria Security and Civil Defense Corp. 

Keywords: Road networks, Community–based security, 
Checkpoints & Functionality

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Urban security has emerged as a crucial public policy issue in the last decade as more than half 
the world’s population now live in urban areas. The prevailing insecurity challenges occasioned 
by this growth have called for critical concerns in our urban centres, especially in Nigeria and 
other developing countries. With over 51% of the Nigerian population living in the urban 
environment, the need for robust security is a priority at the local, state and national levels 
(Usip, 2021).

The prevalence of violence, delinquency and fear undermine the basic right of individuals to 
live in peace and fully benefit from a healthy and sustainable urban community (Pascal 2021; 
UN Habitat, 2021; European Transport Safety Council, 2019). This has led to the initiation 
of community–based policing in many regions in Nigeria to complement the efforts of the 
conventional police system, the Nigeria Police. However, the functionality of these groups toward 
the promotion of urban security varies as their operations are localized, with no conventional 
format. The application of technology, harnessing of urban planning elements, synergy with 
conventional security organizations and policies regulating their operations have proven 
instrumental to their development and sustainability. This work, therefore, seeks to assess the 
functionality of the operations of these community–based security groups otherwise known 
as vigilantes towards urban crime control in Nigeria, with Uyo Urban as the case study. This 
will be achieved through the assessment of the spatial distribution of the checkpoints mounted 
by the groups at night, examining the synergy among the groups, and finally proposing ways 
to boost their functionality.

2.0 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Nigeria has one of the highest crime rates in Sub–Sahara Africa (Pérouse de Montclos, 2016), 
and its Urban centres have a reputation for being exposed to high levels of insecurity. Nearly 
5 in 10 urban dwellers were victims of crime during the year 2005 to 2011, and this figure has 
increased given the high level of urban insecurity experienced in the last decade. This now 
placed Nigeria as the less peaceful state in the world (Ojo, and Oluwale, 2018, Global Peace 
Index 2022). 
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In Uyo, 171 criminals were arrested and 19 kidnapped victims rescued by the Nigeria Police 
within three months, from December 2019 to February 2020, (Okon, 2020). Institutions in 
Uyo such as University of Uyo, Uyo High School, Government Technical School and Aka 
Community School were temporary short down within the last two years as a result of violence 
and criminal activities which recorded fatalities. Results of surveys showed that residents of 
all sectors of Uyo urban bemoaned the re–emergence of criminal activities as group of men 
sometimes numbering over 20 will storm market stalls, business premises and homes to collect 
phones, other valuables, and sometimes inflict injuries on the people. (Blueprint Media, 2021: 
Anthony, 2021; and Ashameri, 2020).

The achievement of security in a traditional urban environment in Nigeria will take cohesive efforts 
that involve individuals, socio–cultural corporations, political will, institutional involvement, 
and financial commitments. While most advanced countries have deployed surveillance, 
pre–settlement planning, technology and GIS tools to curtail urban security crises, Nigeria is 
yet to accommodate these tools in tackling urban security in most urban centres across the 
country. This, therefore, stimulate the development of community–based security networks 
across the country, which individuals within a community liaised with conventional security 
organizations such as Nigeria Police to ensure peace and security. 

Thus, to curtail the spate of urban insecurity, different urban communities have adopted a 
community–based security approach to complement the conventional security organizations 
provided by the government. This development is often welcomed by people given the high 
insecurity risk level experienced in urban centres across Nigeria, and the persistent sense of the 
inadequacy of the conventional organizations to handle urban insecurity optimally. However, 
the functionality of these groups varies from one urban community and urban centre to another 
given some delimitating factors such as physical planning elements, local policy regulating their 
operations, and the synergy between them and the conventional security organizations such 
as Nigeria Police and Nigeria Security and Civil Defense Corp (NSCDC).

Community Safety or Community Security (CS) according to the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) (2021) is a concept that seeks to operationalize human security, human 
development and state–building paradigms at the local level. The contemporary concept of 
community security, narrowly defined, includes both group and personal security. The approach 
focuses on ensuring that communities and their members are “free from fear”. It promotes 
a multi–stakeholder approach that is driven by an analysis of local needs. By emphasizing 
the “community” aspect the concept seeks to embrace both cultures and contexts that are 
“individual–oriented”,

Community in this context does not just refer to individual community members but refers 
to all actors, groups and institutions within the specific geographic space. It therefore also 
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includes civil society organizations, the police and the local authorities that are responsible 
for delivering security and other services in that area. This security group evolves from within 
the community, where some persons volunteered to be conscripted into a group that offers 
security services such as mounting road blocks at night to screen the movement of people, 
offering emergency response to calls from scenes of insecurity and further fostering a synergy 
with conventional security operatives to promote general security in their community. In some 
cases, some communities employ the people to render these services, who report to the local 
authority. In most cases, this community–based approach can be employed within a very small 
geographical space such as a street, a subset of the neighbourhood or an entire neighbourhood 
at large. 

Community security initiatives can be used to tackle a range of security problems, from 
gender–based violence and crime to a lack of trust between communities and security providers, 
inter–ethnic tensions or weapons proliferation. However, people live integrated lives in which 
security concerns such as crime, violence, intimidation and disorder are often intimately 
linked to broader ‘human security’ issues related to people’s health, education and livelihoods. 
Consequently, community security interventions need to seek equally integrated responses to 
those concerns (Safer world, 2013).

This study revealed that 93% of respondents from 8 local governments within Kano Metropolis 
acknowledged that Community–based organizations is very successful in their neighbourhoods. 
A Similar success report was recorded in Odeomu Community in Osun State where synergy 
with conventional security forces was identified as an advantage. (Osayekemwen, and Adeoluwa, 
2022; Aliyu and Haruna, 2016).

Urban insecurity has long existed from the evolution of urban settlements (McMichael, 2000; 
Engelke, 2012). However, it has become critical in Nigeria in the last decade given the inability 
of the conventional security agencies to curtail its spread. Urban security is very necessary for 
the growth and development of any nation, however, some urban infrastructures such road 
nertworks, and telecommunication facilities are equally utilized negatively to pepetrate violence, 
crime and other social vices in urban centres. 

Urban insecurities are mainly a result of increasing crime and violence which is triggered by a 
number of socio–economic and political challenges. The result is evident through creation of 
unsafe human settlements, anxiety and fear among the urban inhabitants (Chirisa, Bobo and 
Matamanda 2016). 

Some key drivers of urban crime include poverty, migration and unemployment, endemic 
drug abuse, small arms and light weapons trafficking, incessant political violence coupled with 
population upsurge. Additional urban security challenges include systemic failure of governance 
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and weakened public trust in law enforcement agencies. Vices that constitute urban insecurity 
include murder, manslaughter, infanticide, rape, assault, robbery, armed robbery, cult/ritual 
activities, riot, abduction, arson, unlawful possession of arms, human trafficking, smuggling, 
burglary and theft and other physical abuse (Ojo, and Oluwale, 2018, National Bureau of 
Statistics, 2016, 2017).

3.0 THE STUDY AREA

Uyo is located between latitude 4052’ and 5007’ North of the Equator and between longitudes 
7047’ to 8003’ east of the Greenwich Meridian. It occupies a landmass of approximately 187 
square kilometres. According to the 2006 national population figure, Uyo has a total of 309,573 
persons, 153,113 males and 156,573 females. A population projection at 2.5% growth rate 
reveals that Uyo has a current total population of 436.606 persons.

Road transportation is the major mode of transportation available to the residents, commuters 
and visitors. The city has a simple Radial Road pattern which connects it to other towns and 
states subsequently. The web pattern of the urban road accessibility network obtainable in Uyo 
urban has made intra–urban and inter–urban transportation much easier as alternative routes are 
available to avert traffic. Figure 1 is the geospatial map of Uyo urban showing the road network 
patterns. The sectors are designated by the distributor roads (Ikot Ekpene Road, Abak Road, 
Aka Road, Oron Road and Nwaniba Road) which bring traffic in and out of the state capital, 
and the ring roads which distributes traffic to different neighbourhood within the urban area.

Fig. 1: Uyo Urban Road Network Pattern
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4.0  METHODOLOGY

Survey research design was adopted for the study. The urban road accessibility map of Uyo 
urban was acquired using Open Street Map Download while the community–based checkpoints 
were identified through a reconnaissance survey and Global Positioning System (GPS). These 
checkpoints are mounted at night from 9 pm and dismantled by 6 pm. The checkpoints mostly 
consist of used tyres, logs of wood, coal lamps in some cases and finally a group of members 
who oversee the checkpoints. 

The population of the study consists of the community–based security checkpoints set up 
in communities within Uyo Urban area. The study area is divided into eight sectors, and the 
checkpoints in each sector are presented in Table I.

Table I: Number of Community–based Checkpoints in Uyo Urban

S/N Sector Number of Community–Base Checkpoints
1 Sector 1 29
2 Sector 2 12
3 Sector 3 6
4 Sector 4 5
5 Sector 5 7
6 Sector 6 15
7 Sector 7 2
8 Sector 8 6

Total 83

Source: Authors (2022)

Spatial Accessibility Assessment Model was used to analyze the functionality of the checkpoints. 
The model uses road accessibility map of an area to determine alternative routes to the 
neighborhoods covered by the checkpoints. The more the alternative routes to the neighbourhood 
which offer a by–pass to the checkpoint, the less the effectiveness of such checkpoint at movement 
control in the neighbourhood.

The features required for the analysis such as the street map of Uyo urban, the road network 
pattern, the location of the checkpoints and the alternative access routes around checkpoints 
were extracted using ArcGIS 10.1 software. Group discussions are utilized to determine the 
synergy, and challenges that limits the functionality of the groups. This was drawn from the 
members of Community–based security groups from different sectors, and were 9 in numbers. 
Proposals for functional operations of the community–based security groups are developed 



155

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

for policy implications. 

5.0  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The spatial functionality of the community–based checkpoints are determined by their location. 
The more the alternative routes to the street or neighbourhood with a checkpoint, the less 
functional it becomes. The checkpoints are categorized as 1. Very effective, where they are 
optimally located to control every vehicular movement in the neighbourhood at night, and 
are represented with blue colour. 2. Moderately effective, where there are no more than three 
alternatives to the neighbourhood, and are represented with orange colour, and 3. Less effective 
checkpoints are represented with green colours, where there exist over three alternative routes 
to the neighbourhood, signifying a porous checkpoint system. 

Spatial analysis of urban road accessibility network for community–based security checkpoints 
in Uyo is presented in Figure 2. 

Figure 2: Spatial Analysis of Community–Based Checkpoints in Uyo Urban

Source: Authors (2022)
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Figure 2 reveals that 12 checkpoints on the roads identified with Blue Colour are optimally 
functional. 28 checkpoints on the roads identified with orange colour are moderately functional 
while 58 checkpoints on the roads identified with green colour are not functional spatially.

The 12 checkpoints with blue reveals a controlled road accessibility structure which controls 
every in–bound and out–bound movement into the area, leaving no room for by pass as there 
exist no alternative route to the area. 28 checkpoints identified with orange on the other hand 
shows that there exist not more than three alternative routes to the neighbourhood other than 
the one with a checkpoint. The 58 checkpoints on the roads identified with green colour which 
forms 59% of checkpoints in Uyo Urban are less functional, offering very limited control of 
illegal movement as there exist several alternative routes which can be utilized to bypass the 
checkpoints for illegal operations.

5.1 Formation of the Community Based Security Group

The community based security groups in the area are categorized into two: 

First, those engaged by the Community: this involves hiring men who are not resident in the 
community to form the security group. Members of the community contribute money monthly 
to pay the group. The total number of these groups identified in Uyo is 23 (27.7%). The second 
category consist of the members of the community who volunteer to be conscripted into security 
groups. The total number of these are 60, making up 72.3%. All the groups in this category 
agreed that they do not get any remuneration from the community or government. Rather, 
they rely on freewill contributions from residents who return late at night to meet them. Some 
of their views are expressed below : “We were hired to come and protect the street at night. We 
set up two check points at each ends of the street and take note of every movement at night to 
ensure no one steals from the community. We are paid for the job, and so far so good we have 
delivered”.–Adult Male FGD discussant. Abak Road, Uyo. “Due to incessant cases of burglary 
and harassment in our neighbourhood, we volunteered to set up checkpoints at nights to provide 
community security. It is a voluntary services and we have been begging more young people in the 
community to join us. We are not paid, but we do appreciate generous donations from people”. 
Adult Male FGD discussant, Sylvanus Okon Street, Uyo.

5.2 Consistency

The category engaged by the host community recorded the highest consistency level in their 
operation. They operate daily based on contracts with the host community. A total of 37 groups 
(44.5%) agreed that they operate every night, while the remaining 46 (55%) of the groups 
made up by volunteers observed that their operations are sometimes affected by rain, cold, and 
misunderstandings amongst the group or community. One male volunteer observed: “we are 
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just volunteering to provide security for the entire area. We are not paid, so despite our sincerity, 
there are some nights we are unable to set up the checkpoints or come out as a result of rain and 
cold. More so, when we observe that peace has returned to the area, we start skipping days, or 
dismantle the checkpoints around 1a.m and return to our houses and sleep.”–Adult Male FGD 
discussant, Housing Extension, Four Lane, Uyo.

5.3 Synergy

The security of any urban settlement is highly dependent on the synergy amongst its security 
groups. Given some limitations to functional security operations in Nigerian urban centres, 
such as porous road accessibility in the physical layout of our urban neighbourhoods, the 
need for a synergy, a sound communication system amongst the various security groups is 
paramount. As observed from the various groups, their formation was birthed by incessant 
cases of theft, burglary, assaults and other social vices that continued in their community 
without abatement and intervention by conventional security groups like the Nigeria Police 
force. Thus, operations of these community–based security groups exist independently without 
formal process of documentation, registration, training, and assessment by the Police Force. 
These groups only contact police at individual levels where cases of gunshots and fatality are 
involved. Furthermore, there is no synergy amongst the different groups operating in different 
parts of the urban centre, thereby weakening the functionality of the checkpoints organized by 
different groups as observed by one of the discussants: “We are on our own, they are on their 
own. We only patrol and check movement within our area. We know some of them since they are 
close to us, but do not share information or any stipends we get from people’s generosity. In this 
work, everyone is a suspect. But I know if we were working together, our job would have been 
easier and better”–Adult Male FGD discussant, Aka Road, Uyo.

5.4 Harassment and extortion

Complaints of harassment and extortion by the security groups have been observed by commuters 
at night. However, the volunteer groups expressed that they only solicit for appreciation from 
people where necessary, but never forcefully. Moreover, most commuters are known to them 
as they are part of the community. Such cases are less likely from groups engaged by the host 
community who set up their checkpoints along major streets with traffic at nights as observed 
by some FGD discussants: “We don’t ask money from people once we set up the checkpoints. We 
only ask them to identify themselves. We ask questions like: where are you going to? Where are 
you coming from? Who are these people with you? If they give us anything, we take, but we don’t 
ask on our own because we are paid”–Adult Male FGD discussant. Abak Road, Uyo. “We are 
not paid for this work. We do solicit for people to support us to buy torches and sweater, but not 
forcefully. Some people don’t really understand that we are sacrificing for them. These bad boys 
stay away each time they see us on guard.”: Adult Male FGD discussant. Oron Road, Uyo.
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The checkpoints with optimal spatial functionality are only 12. 28 others are moderately 
functional while the remaining 58 checkpoints are less functional as there exist multiple by–
passes that can be utilized for criminal purposes. Only 28% of the community–based groups 
are paid, while the remaining 72% are engaged on voluntary bases, thereby contributing to 
their inconsistency in operations. The focused group discussion reveals that there is no synergy 
amongst the group, and that monetary appreciation are sometimes solicited from motorists 
who need to pass through their checkpoints at night.

Prevailing urban insecurity which includes kidnapping, trafficking, theft, assassination, robbery, 
gang activities, violence and other social vices thrive in neighbourhoods with no spatial 
control of movement. The radial/web pattern of road network in Uyo Urban does not support 
haphazard spatial location of security checkpoints as there exist multiple outlets to different 
neighbourhoods which are being utilized by criminals to by–pass checkpoints. Therefore, 
the need to consciously consider urban security as a vital element during spatial design and 
management of urban areas is paramount. Furthermore, the need for a robust security plan is 
of utmost necessity as this will organize and foster synergy amongst the conventional security 
groups like the Nigeria Police force, and other community–based security groups. The plan 
will further promote a functional security network system through spatial organization and 
connectivity of checkpoints and independent groups. Spatial connectivity will be considered 
in the establishment of checkpoints to achieve optimal locational value.

6.0 CONCLUSION

The functionality of community–based security groups in Uyo Urban is immensely influenced by 
the people that constitute the group, and the spatial location of their checkpoints. The availability 
of alternative unchecked roads provides multiple by–passes to most of the checkpoints, thereby 
reducing its effectiveness at movement control. The absence of functional organization and 
synergy amongst the conventional and community–based security groups further weakens 
urban security in the urban centre as this leaves loose ends for illegal movement of people and 
goods. Establishing the level of functionality of these community–based groups was challenging 
as continuous daily monitoring is required over time. Examining people’s perception regarding 
the functionality of these security community–based groups is therefore a necessity for further 
research. 
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ABSTRACT

The consequences of conflict affect people’s lives, the economic and the 
society at large. The study aimed at assessing the communal conflicts 
in Niger Delta border settlements for sustainable development in 
Nigeria. The study focused on the causes and effects of communal 
conflicts and the socio –economic characteristics of the people living 
in the conflict areas. The study adopted a combination of survey and 
cross–sectional research methods in the collection of data. Thirty (30) 
rural communities were randomly selected using random sampling 
method. The questionnaires were statistically administered to 5905 
household heads, 30 village heads and 30 community youth leaders 
on issues bothering on communal conflicts in border settlements in the 
study area. Factor analysis was used to analyze data from the field at 
the bivariate level while maps, tables, and graphs were used to analyze 
data at univariate levels. The results of the study showed that socio–
demographic factors had three positive loadings of X2 = .785, X6 = 
.683, X12 = .591 and political factors also had three positive loadings 
of X3 = .564, X4 = .871, X5 = .714 of the total variance that explained 
the major causes of communal conflicts while social and health 
problems accounted for 30.4% and 30.68% respectively were mostly 
the effects of the communal conflicts in the study area. The paper 
therefore recommends among others comprehensive enlightenment 
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campaign programmes aimed at educating the people on the effects 
of communal conflict on their socio–economic lives, and the need 
to safeguard their natural resource base and also to strengthen the 
indigenous community security system where they exist.

Keywords: Communal Conflicts, Border Settlements, Planning, 
Sustainable Development, Nigeria

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Over the years, academic scholars and developmental practitioners had public debates and 
discourse on the issues bothering on communal conflicts in the country, especially in the South–
South Geopolitical Zone (Nigeria Watch, 2021). Several studies had revealed that a reasonable 
number of communal conflicts in Africa and Nigeria communities are traceable to land scarcity, 
territorial disputes, and competition for the use of land resources (Alimba, 2014). Oboh and 
Hyande (2006) described communal conflict as involving two or more communities engaging 
themselves in disagreement or acts of violence over issues such as claims for land ownership, 
religious and political difference leading to loss of lives and destruction of properties.

Review of related literature reveals that land disputes and natural resources such as oil are the 
major drivers of communal conflicts in the Nigerian Communities. Most communities depend 
on their farmlands for subsistence, and they are culturally attached to land that is considered 
as inheritance from their ancestors. As a result, people resist any attempt to share or sell land, 
resulting in frequent communal conflicts over land ownership and access, whether the land is 
currently being cultivated or not. For instance, disputes over ownership of farmland have been 
the cause of a longstanding conflict between the Nko and Oyadama communities in Yakurr 
and Obubra LGAs, respectively (Ukpong–Umo, 2019).

Statistics on the issues of communal conflicts in the developing world have revealed that more 
people are killed every day as a result of clashes between border communities (Nigeria Watch, 
2021). However, the location of the states also makes them susceptible to boundary disputes, 
for example, Akwa Ibom State shares boundaries with Abia, Cross River, River State and the 
Atlantic Ocean and the inability to properly delineate boundaries leads to communal clashes. 
For instance, communal conflicts between Ikot Offiong in Cross River State and Oku Iboku in 
Akwa Ibom over natural resources control claim many lives and property (Nigeria Watch, 2021). 
In the last five years from 2016 to 2021, there have been recurrent boundary disputes between 
communities in the southern part of Nigeria and others from neighbouring States. Generally, 
these conflicts are driven by competing claims to land by border communities (Ajang, 2019). 
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Various factors have been identified by scholars as responsible for communal conflicts in 
Nigeria. The causes vary from one area to another. Yecho (2006) indicated that the causes of 
communal conflicts are not static but rather dynamic and varied in nature depending on the 
socio–economic and geopolitical circumstances at the time. Albert (2001) identified indigene/
settler problem, religious differences, ownership of land and its resources, goals and aspirations 
of people as some of the factors that can ignite communal conflicts in the country. Yecho (2006) 
pointed out that the fundamental causes of communal conflicts are poor economic conditions, 
high level of illiteracy, the quest for, and fear of domination by other groups, land disputes, 
market ownership, chieftaincy tussle, and party politics. 

Varvar (2000) indicated that increased demand for land for agriculture, unemployment, rural 
hunger, poverty impoverishment are communal conflict triggers. Deprivation, exploitation and 
domination of minority groups by major ethnic groups and leadership problem were highlighted 
by Angya and Doki (2006) as factors that can exert communal crisis in Nigerian communities. 
Competitions for land and chieftaincy tussle are the major causes of communal conflicts in 
the North. For instance, On March 5, 2005, communal clash between Maruta (Jigawa) and 
Burmin (Bauchi) occurred over market relocation. On June 2003, Ekepedo and Ogori clashed 
over land ownership in Kogi/Edo States. However, the causes of communal conflicts could be 
summarized under the following headings:
a. Economic factors: The factors manifest in the form of competition for inadequate 

resources such as land and its content; problems of distribution of available resources; 
unemployment and poverty. 

b. Social factors: These deal with issues that bothered on deprivation, envy, jealousy, 
marginalization and exploitation of people. In fact, fear of domination by major groups 
is equally a social factor that attracts communal conflict. 

c. Political factors: These involve the contest for available political positions in a community 
and leadership failure. Also added to this, is traditional chieftaincy tussle imminent in 
communities in the country. 

d. Ecological factors: These manifest in the forms of encroachment problem, farming and 
pastoral problems, deforestation, flooding, soil erosion, and bush burning. Communal 
conflict creates room for people to drift from place to place as a survival mechanism 
and in search of livelihood.

e. Colonial factors: Colonialism is believed to be the background cause of communal 
conflict in Africa, and Nigeria inclusive. Most of the communal conflicts have direct 
attachment to colonial formation, while others manifesting in the post–colonial period 
have explanation in colonialism.

There has been an increase in the consequences of communal conflicts in the South–South region 
of Nigeria since 2016. The consequences ranges from mere envy, suspicion, jealousy to large 
scale destruction of lives and properties (Oboh and Hyande, 2006). Hundreds of people were 
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reported killed in communal conflict over land in 2017, especially in Abi, Obubra, Odukpani, 
Obudu, Yala, Akamkpa, Biase, and Boki LGAs all in Cross River State. Some of the conflicts 
involved boundary disputes with communities in neighboring Akwa Ibom, Ebonyi and Benue 
states. Between February and June, 2021 for instance, over 80 people were reported killed in 
clashes over land dispute between communities in Cross River and Akwa Ibom states. There 
were also reported attacks on a border community in Boki LGA of Cross River by Cameroonian 
gendarmes over land encroachment. In May, for example, gunmen suspected to be ethnic 
militias attacked a fishing community and killed over 45 persons in Uruan LGA. The attack 
was reportedly related to a land dispute between communities in Akwa Ibom and communities 
in Cross River state. 

However, in Delta State Dozens of people were reported killed as a results of communal conflict 
relating to land dispute and leadership tussle. Several people were killed in clashes in Ethiope 
East, Ukwuani,Ughelli North, Ndokwa East, Oshimili North, and Aniocha South LGAs. Also, 
communal tensions over boundary disputes and leadership tussles were key conflict issues in 
2017, particularly in Warri South–West, Warri North, Udu, Ukwuani, Ughelli North, Aniocha 
South, Isoko South, and Ndokwa West LGAs. However, many people were killed, and others 
abducted in renewed clashes over a boundary dispute between Aladja, an Urhobo communities 
in Udu LGA and Ogbe–Ijoh, an Ijaw community in South–West LGA. Separately, five persons 
were reportedly killed and several others declared missing during clashes over a leadership 
tussle in Ugborodo community, Warri South–West LGA. However, Olusola (2004) opined that 
the result of numerous communal conflicts clashes have produced unmanageable proportion 
of internally displaced persons estimated recently to be well above 750,000 within Nigeria. In 
essence, the consequences of communal conflict can generally be summarized as: 
1. Social problems: These include the experiences of hunger, development of psychological 

problems, loss of lives, abuse of human rights, increased level of insecurity and 
vandalization of social amenities. 

2. Humanitarian problems: Communal conflicts bring about the displacement of persons 
and leads to refugee dynamics in extreme cases. 

3. Physical problems: These involve the destruction of properties and material resources 
such as houses, land, crops etc. 

4. Health problems: These manifest in the experiences of stress, malnutrition, and injuries.

Generally, communal conflicts have constrained the economic development of rural communities 
by disrupting economic activities, causing occupational displacements and economic decline. 
More systematically, communal conflicts have caused internal displacements, forced migration, as 
well as disruption of the social well–being of the larger populations of the Nigerian Communities. 
This creates hardship for rural communities and weakens farmers’ interests, and leads to food 
insecurity (Abegunde, 2011). It is against this background that this paper seeks to identify the 
causes of communal conflicts in the South–South region which the study is restricted to in the 
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Niger Delta, look at the effects of the communal conflicts and examine the socio–economic 
characteristics of the people living in conflict areas in the South–South Region of Nigeria.

2.0 THE STUDY LOCALE

The South–South region was created from both the Western and Eastern regions of Nigeria on 27 
May 1967, by the regime of General Yakubu Gowon; Edo and Delta state formerly Bendel state 
from the Western region, while Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom and Cross River states were created 
from the Eastern Region (Fig. 1). These six states are known as the Niger Delta States. One of 
the things these states have in common is that they have the key to the Nigeria economy–oil. 
These States are the major oil–producing states in Nigeria which is why the issue of communal 
conflicts is prevalent in these areas.

The South–South region is defined as comprising the area covered by the natural delta of the 
Niger River and the areas to its east and west. The natural limits of the Niger River Delta can 
be defined by its geology and hydrology. Its approximate northern boundaries are located 
close to the bifurcation of the Niger River at Aboh, while the western and eastern boundaries 
are around Benin River and the Imo River, respectively. The area covers approximately 45,900 
square kilometres. The region is located between Latitudes 4 and 7 degrees North of the equator 
and between longitudes 7 and 9 degrees east. The area is one of the most populous regions in 
the Country. Its population stood at 22,000,000 in the 1991 census which is about 8.5% of the 
total country’s population. 

Ethnically, the region is inhabited by different groups such as the Ibibio people that live in 
Akwa Ibom, the Efik and Ekom who live in Cross River State and the Ijaws that live in Rivers, 
Bayelsa and Ondo States along with the Ogoni people who also reside in part of River State. 
Crop farming, raising livestock, fishing and petty trading are important means of livelihood 
among the people of the area with men and women engaging in two or three different income–
generation activities. Extraction of mineral resources is an equally important activity employing 
both skilled and unskilled labour which is one of the important causes of communal conflicts 
within the region. The region is extremely important, not only to Nigeria but to the whole 
world due to its oil reserves and immense oil wealth. Since the advent of oil exploration over 
five decades ago, the region has become the breadwinner of the nation.
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

The study adopted combination of survey and cross sectional research methods in the collection 
of primary data in communities that were involved in communal conflicts in South–South 
Nigeria. Data based on reconnaissance survey on recent communal conflicts in the study 
area revealed that out of the fifty–seven (57) locations identified, thirty (30) communities 
were purposively selected representing five communities in each State for this study based on 
convenience sake and information at disposal between 2016 to 2021. The study selected the 
household–heads across board for questionnaire administration through random sampling 
method. The sample frame was determined based on data collected from reconnaissance survey 
on recent communal conflicts in South–South Region, Nigeria. Four Hundred questionnaires 
(400) were statistically administered across the thirty (30) sample communities investigated based 
on their population as presented in Table 1. However, questionnaires were also administered 
to 30 village heads and community youth leaders in the sample communities on issues from 
the objectives of the study. 
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Table 1: Populations and Sampling Distribution

S/N Settlements State Population Households 
Population

Sample Size

1 Oku Iboku Akwa Ibom 946 157 11
2 Nkari Akwa Ibom 749 125 8
3 Ikpanya Akwa Ibom 1140 190 13
4 Ikot Afanga Akwa Ibom 691 115 8
5 Ikot Akpan Akwa Ibom 2160 360 24
6 Isunu Bayelsa 840 140 9
7 Azama Bayelsa 615 103 7
8 Akassa Bayelsa 920 153 10
9 Nembe Bayelsa 796 133 9
10 Soku Bayelsa 1125 187 13
11 Ikot Offiong Cross River 958 159 11
12 Obanliki Cross River 1250 208 14
13 Ogaja Cross River 1645 274 18
14 Nko Cross River 750 125 8
15 Mkpani Cross River 1560 260 18
16 Enwhe Delta 1160 193 13
17 Igbide Delta 852 142 10
18 Otulu Delta 1450 241 16
19 Okwagbe Delta 1280 213 14
20 Ozoro Delta 657 109 7
21 Oworomu Edo 1150 191 13
22 Oke–Oroma Edo 954 159 11
23 Sabongidda–

Ora
Edo 1850 308 21

24 Iguomon Edo 1130 188 13
25 Ososo Edo 758 126 8
26 Oyigbo River 1850 308 21
27 Ogu–bolo River 1380 230 15
28 Agbonchia River 1445 240 16
29 Bukuma River 2150 358 24
30 Barako River 1260 210 14

Total 5905 352

Source: Researcher’s Computation (2022)
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However, data collected from the field on the sample communities were analyzed using univariate 
method which involved the use of maps, tables and percentages.

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

4.1 Causes of communal conflicts

The identified possible causes of conflicts in the study area are presented on Table 2.0.
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Table 3.0: KMO and Bartlett’s Test for the Communal Conflict Variables 

Kaiser–Meyer–Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 607

Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi–Square 103.636

Df 66

Sig. 002

Source: Author’s statistical analysis (2022) 

Table 4.0: Rotated Component Matrixa

S/N
Rotated Compo-
nent Matrixa

Communalities

1 2 3 4 5
X1 .649 –.124 –.107 .813 .164 .721
X2 .785 .591 .039 –.202 –.134 .829
X3 .740  .564 .393 –309 .154 .578
X4 .143 .359 .139 .547 –.181 .501
X5 .561 .714 –294 –119 –.156 .540
X6 .683 –321 l.332 –.160 .683 .566
X7 .712 –028 –495 .318 .926 .876
X8 .916 –.879 .381 –.121 –.196 .834
X9 .256 .409 .522 .325 .108 .456
X10 –.713 –.204 .182 –.167 .387 .613
X11 –.109 –431 .889 .197 –.116 .825
X12 .591 .117 .709 –.432 .192 .772
Eigen-
values

2.037 1.822 1.756 1.367 1.128

% vari-
ance

16.978 15.185 14.631 11.390 9.398

% Cu-
mula-
tive

26.537 32.163 46.795 58.185 67.582

 Source: Author’s statistical analysis (2022) 

However, the implication of these factors for the research is explained using the rotated 
component matrix as evident in Table 4.0
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Table 4.0 presented data on 12 conflict variables from the field and factor analysis was used 
to rename the data into five (5) components with Eigen values exceeding 1, which together 
accounted for a total of 67.582% of the variance explained. The rotated solution showed that 8 
variables loaded positively and 4 negatively on the first component. Three (3) variables loaded 
positively on the second component while three variables loaded positive also in the third 
component. However, two (2) variables loaded positively on the fourth components while 
the fifth component had two positive loading respectively. After identifying the component 
loadings and the variables they represent, the components were given titles that closely describe 
the pattern based on the positive loadings. 

The first factor is renamed socio–demographic due to its high positive loadings on population 
related variables. This factor explains about 16.978% of the variance and is characterized 
by three (3) variables with high and positive loadings on this factor: Illiteracy (X2) = .785; 
Unemployment (X6) = .683 and Religion (X12) = .591. This factor had positive coefficients 
loadings in only 8 communities having significant factor scores coefficients values of .5 and 
above (See Appendix). 

The second component accounted for 15.185% of the variance and is named political factor due 
to its high positive loadings on three variables of chieftaincy tussle (X3) =. 564, party politics 
(X5) = .714 and land dispute (X4) = .871. A total of 9 communities were significantly impacted 
by this factor based on the positive loading score (See Appendix).

The third factor is renamed socio–environmental factor. It contributed 46.795% of the variance 
and is so named because of its high positive loadings on three variables. A total of 9 communities 
had positive coefficients loadings with coefficients loadings of .5 and above. The fourth factor is 
named socio–political factor. It accounted for 11.390% to the explanation variance. This factor 
loads positively high on two variables. For the fourth component, a total of 11 communities had 
positive coefficients loadings with .5 and above and thereby implying that the factor has positive 
impact in those areas. The fifth factor is named poverty and it accounted for 9.398% variance. 
It is so named due to its positive loadings on deprivation (X7) = .926 and unemployment (X6) 
= .683. This factor had 4 positive loadings on two variables and a total of 8 communities were 
significantly impacted based on the factor score loading. Therefore, the communal conflicts in 
the south–south geo–political zone can be influenced basically by these five (5) factors. 

4.2  Effects of communal conflicts in the study area

The effects of communal conflicts were examined under four (4) factors as presented in Table 5.0.
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Table 5.0: Effects of Communal Conflicts

S/N Sampled Commu-
nities

Social Prob-
lems

Health 
Problems

Physical 
Problems

Human-
itarian 
Problems

No. of Re-
spondent

1 Oku Iboku 6 4 2 2 14
2 Nkari 4 4 2 2 12
3 Ikpanya 3 5 3 2 13
4 IkotAfanga 2 4 2 2 10
5 IkotAkpan 3 3 2 2 10
6 Isunu 5 3 2 2 12
7 Azama 3 4 2 3 12
8 Akassa 4 2 2 2 10
9 Nembe 4 4 3 2 15
10 Soku 6 4 2 2 14
11 IkotOffiong 5 5 3 2 15
12 Obanliki 2 3 2 4 13
13 Ogaja 6 5 4 2 17
14 Nko 4 4 2 2 12
15 Mkpani 4 4 3 2 13
16 Enwhe 3 4 2 3 12
17 Igbide 2 3 3 2 10
18 Otulu 4 3 2 2 11
19 Okwagbe 4 2 2 2 12
20 Ozoro 3 5 3 2 13
21 Oworomu 3 5 2 2 12
22 Oke–Oroma 2 3 2 3 10
23 Sabongidda–Ora 3 2 3 2 10
24 Iguomon 2 3 2 2 9
25 Ososo 4 3 2 2 11
26 Oyigbo 4 3 2 2 11
27 Ogu–bolo 2 3 3 2 10
28 Agbonchia 2 3 3 2 10
29 Bukuma 5 4 2 2 13
30 Barako 3 4 3 2 12

Total 107(30.4%) 108(30.68) 72(20.4%) 65(18.4%) 352

Authors’ field work (2022)
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However, Table 5.0 shows the effects of communal conflicts in the study area. Four different 
effects were identified–social effect, health effect, physical and humanitarian effects respectively. 
The result from the data presented revealed that social problem with 30.68% accounted the 
highest level of effects in the study area. This is characterized in the area of insecurity, hunger, 
psychological problem and vandalisation of properties. However, 30.4% opined that health 
problems are the result of communal conflicts in the study area. This is evident from injuries 
sustained from communal clashes between border settlements in the study area. Physical problem 
such as destruction of properties accounted for 20.4% while humanitarian problem such as 
displacement of people that leads to refugees accounted for only 18.4% effect of communal 
conflict in the study area.

4.3 Socio–economic Characteristics 

Line graph was used to depict the socioeconomic characteristics of the people living in the 
conflicts area in the study area. The analysis of the graph reveals that occupation of the people 
were mostly affected in the communal conflicts area especially farmers in the region. This 
conventionally affected their income base since lot of rural dwellers trade products from their 
farm to earn a living. However, marriages were also affected as a result of displacement and this 
sometimes have a negative implication on their religious live while access to school facilities 
were also affected.

Figure 2: Socioeconomic characteristics of the people in the study area, 2022



175

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

5.0  RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

In a bid to mitigate the various identified conflicts in the study area, it is desirable to embark 
on enlightenment campaign programmes aimed at educating the people on the causes and 
consequences of communal conflicts on their socio–economic life and the need to safeguard 
their natural resources base should be intensified. Similarly, stakeholders should collaborate 
with the National Boundary Commission (NBC) to clearly demarcate the boundaries of the 
States within the study area. This will reduce the level of communal conflicts within the border 
communities. In addition, people driven management resolution mechanism (hybrid model) 
should be adopted. This should involve an integrated conflict management model–inclusive of 
broad spectrum of stakeholders–(the church, women, the youth and elders’ councils) as against 
mainly traditional rulers and leaders of thought without regard to gender. Also, professional 
conflict mediators such as the Academic Associated Peace Work (AAPW), Institute of Peace and 
Conflict Studies in the Universities should be engaged as better Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) organ. Equally, peace actors should also work with the State government to establish 
a community–based early warning system to pro–actively identify and respond to potential 
triggers of land conflict. Likewise, there is need to strengthen the community security system 
where they exist to prevent the recurrence of communal conflicts in the region.

The dynamic nature of communal conflicts in the South–South part of Nigeria is threatening 
due to the richness of the region with oil. Over 25,000 people have lost their lives and properties 
due to recurrence issues of communal conflicts within this region. These conflicts have become 
a serious issue of concern which also has prompted research in this direction. However, the 
study has uncovered the causes of communal conflicts plaguing the area, exposed the effects 
of communal conflicts within the region and examined the socio–economic characteristics 
of the people living in this communal conflicts zone for a formidable recommendations and 
policy options. 
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ABSTRACT

The study assessed urban security and neighbourhood quality in 
Port Harcourt Municipality, Nigeria. It adopted a Mixed Methods 
Research approach using an explanatory sequential research design. 
The study employed stratified and simple random techniques to select 
three (3) neighbourhoods representing the planned neighbourhood, 
indigenous enclave and waterfront community, and respondents 
(residents) for interviews to obtain quantitative data. Qualitative 
data were obtained from key informants, including the Nigerian 
Police Force, local vigilante groups and Town Planners, to seek their 
opinions and expertise on urban security and neighbourhood quality. 
Burglary, theft, cultism, drug abuse, assault, thuggery, shoplifting, 
armed robbery, rape, among others were observed in the study area. 
Observed causes of urban insecurity are unemployment, increased 
poverty, and politically induced conflicts among others. Most residents 
rated their neighbourhood quality as fair (82%) and low (13%). 
Urban insecurity affects neighbourhoods’ social, economic, and 
environmental conditions. Resilient strategies deployed by the residents 
to improve their security include fencing–off buildings, security dogs 
and burglary proof. The study suggested that government should carry 
out urban studies to abreast herself with the current social, economic 
and environmental conditions and information that will guide urban 
affairs; collaborate with neighbourhoods to carry out urban renewal 
to reinvigorate the social and economic fabrics of the neighbourhoods; 
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install security and safety equipment in collaboration with the private 
sector and residents; reform security organization for enhanced 
statutory responsibility; intensive public enlightenment programmes 
including reorientation of security personnel to engender interaction 
with residents for effective crime prevention in the study area.

Keywords: Urban Security, Neighbourhood Quality, Sustainability, 
Resilience, Port Harcourt Municipality

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The world urban population is growing at an unprecedented rate as 4.46 billion people (56.6%) 
in 2021 are now living in cities and towns (StatisticsTimes, 2021). Africa’s urban areas share 
a substantial percentage of the global population, with 777 million people representing about 
(17.4%) of the global population. In Africa, 43.9% of her population lives in urban areas, which 
is lower than her rural population of 56.1% (StatisticsTimes, 2021). The rapid increase in urban 
population and demand for land for development have pressured urban areas (Coleman, 
2016). These pressures are evident in rapid urbanisation, population explosion, housing 
shortage, increasing unemployment and poverty, traffic congestion, environmental pollution 
and degradation, flooding, increasing insecurity, waste management problems, increasing 
proliferation of informal settlements, and inadequacy in the provision of social infrastructure 
and services (Imaitor, Eyenghe & Brown, 2021; Okorie, 2015). 

Thus, one crucial manifested pressure on urban areas in recent times is urban security issues. 
According to the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) 
(2021), urban security connotes the degree of resistance to or protection from harm in the urban 
area. Furthermore, urban security concerns any vulnerable and valuable asset such as a person, 
dwelling, community, nation or organisation within the urban confine. Globally, the security 
of citizens in many urban areas has become a contemporary issue for governments, crime–
fighting agencies and systems, and urban communities, including urban dwellers (Omoyibo & 
Akpomera, 2013). Urban insecurity is characterised by crime relating to organised crime, sexual 
violence, human trafficking, violence against vulnerable groups and minorities, vandalism, 
violent radicalisation, terrorism, cross–border health threats and actual and perceived lack of 
security (Urban Innovative Actions (UIA), 2021). 

As urban areas develop, the need for urban security becomes principal globally, especially in 
developing economies, including African cities and towns. Urbanisation assumes a positive 
transformative process, but as urban areas become more urbanised, there is the tendency for a 
larger population in the urban areas to be left behind to the fate of urban poverty, social exclusion 
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and violence and insecurity contributed by poor governance structure (UNICRI, 2021). The 
conditions presented by urban security issues affect the quality of the neighbourhoods where 
people in the urban areas primarily reside and limit the abilities of the urban areas and their 
systems to achieve urban sustainability. Moreover, urban security issues have hindered most 
urban dwellers from responding with coping strategies that are not resilient and sustainable. 
According to Ewetan (2013), urban authorities, security agencies, emergency services and urban 
dwellers are driven by the same objective of making the urban areas and their neighbourhoods 
safe and attractive for economic and social activities. This phenomenon has become an eminent 
and prime condition for urban sustainability and resilience. 

Security challenges have threatened Nigerian urban centres in recent times. The high rate of 
insecurity in urban areas in Nigeria has fuelled the crime rate and terrorist attacks in different 
parts of the country, leaving unpalatable consequences for the immediate environment, economy, 
and growth (Ewetan, 2013). Port Harcourt Municipality is not left out in these security challenges. 
Port Harcourt Municipality is transforming into a significant metropolitan region and economic 
hub in the Niger Delta region. As a result, it is faced with many forms of urban security issues, 
negatively affecting many neighbourhoods and urban communities within its territory in terms 
of their quality to residents, businesses, and other urban stakeholders. This condition has aroused 
the impetus for the investigation to assess urban security and neighbourhood quality in Port 
Harcourt Municipality by prioritising sustainability and resilience to improve the quality of life 
and wellbeing of residents and socio–economic activities through physical planning measures.

2.0 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The feeling of safety and security is cardinal in human needs, and its absence causes anxiety 
and may evoke a sense of danger. Satisfying the need for security is an integral part of human 
existence, especially in urban areas where most human assets and activities are concentrated 
(United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN–Habitat). (2007). According to McLeod 
(2007), in explaining Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the sense of security is a basic human 
need. The decline in safety coincides with the deterioration of people’s living conditions and 
environment in a settlement. However, Port Harcourt Municipality experiences security 
challenges such as kidnapping, armed robbery, vandalism, bunkering, cultism and gangsterism, 
violence, rape and assault, theft, burglary, fraud, arson, and political assassinations. These 
urban security challenges revolve around poor governance and weak institutions, an increase 
in the unemployment rate, unplanned and unmanaged urbanisation, political instability and 
negligence of the urban authorities and statutory security agencies. These challenges have made 
some locations in the neighbourhoods a “No Go Area” affecting the quality of neighbourhoods 
(physical, social and economic) in the municipality and the quality of life and wellbeing of 
residents. There is a need to assess the urban security challenges and neighbourhood’s quality 
to institutionalise sustainability and resilience in the neighbourhoods in the study area. Thus, 
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this security challenge is the knowledge vacuum that this study tends to fill up.

AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

This study aims at assessing urban security and neighbourhood quality in Port Harcourt 
Municipality, prioritising sustainability and resilience. The specific objectives of the study are to: 
determine the socio–economic conditions of residents in the study area; identify the identified 
forms of urban insecurity; investigate the causes of urban insecurity in the study area; determine 
the impacts of these identified forms of urban insecurity on the neighbourhood quality and 
identify sustainable and resilient measures to improve the study area’s urban security and 
neighbourhood quality. The geographical scope of the study covers selected neighbourhoods 
and communities of Port Harcourt Municipality (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Port Harcourt Municipality; Its Neighbourhoods and Communities

Source: GIS Lab, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, 2021

3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1 Socio–economic Conditions of Residents

Social and economic attempts have explained how social factors impact economic activity in 
societies by drawing upon information from history, philosophy, sociology, and political science. 
It uses information from different areas to examine how it influences residents’ behaviour and 
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lifestyle, shapes their consumption trends, and affects other environmental activities (White, 
Habib & Hardisty, 2019). Socio–economic factors play an essential role in decision–making 
through which demand for housing types and residential neighbourhoods are made (Akinyode, 
Khan & Ahmad, 2025). The socio–economic status of an individual can be used to explain 
household economic inequality, which reflects the class, status and economic position of the 
individual in the society and play an essential role in enhancing the individual household and 
the whole of the society’s wellbeing. When searching for residential apartments, individuals and 
households consider two primary criteria: the type of housing and the residential neighbourhood. 
The demand made by a particular individual or household is determined by social lifestyle, 
income and opportunities offered by the housing market (Akinyode et al., 2015).

Housing is considered one of the necessities of life as it has a profound impact on individuals’ 
health, welfare, and productivity (Akintunde, 2008). In recent years, housing is not only 
considered purely as shelter but as a lifestyle which encompasses economic, social and educational 
needs (Ademiluyi, 2010). Therefore, it must be able to meet the need and aspirations of the 
residents as well as contribute to the physical, mental and social wellbeing of the people and 
provide a maximum quiet environment, living and outdoor spaces, privacy, cleanliness, safety 
and aesthetic satisfaction (Akinyode et al., 2015).

3.2 Urban Security and Neighbourhood Quality 

Globally, countries have collaborated with the United Nations (UN) by: envisioning sustainable 
cities and communities through the demonstration of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
11 as its Urban Agenda for 2030 to meet sustainable development in residential neighbourhoods. 
In urban communities and their inhabitants, this goal becomes crucial to building sustainability 
and resilience in urban areas (UN–Habitat, 2021). Developing safe and secured urban areas is 
determined by the desires, aspirations, and perceptions of the government, stakeholders, and 
its inhabitants. These visions of urban areas determine the neighbourhood quality and are 
predetermined by some factors in the urban area. 

Urban security has become a crucial public policy issue as now more human population lives 
in urban areas. Population growth in urban areas will continue to increase. It is projected that 
by 2050 about 68% of the global population will live in urban areas and more in African and 
Asian urban areas (United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), 
2018; World Economic Forum (WEF), 2020). Urban security is one of the fundamental issues 
characterising urban areas in developing economies as democratic systems and institutions are 
considered weak. These urban areas are also fragile and plagued with conflicts, exposing urban 
areas in these economies to insecurity orchestrated by poor urban governance occasioned by 
frail urban authorities and political actors (Avis, 2016; Beall, Goodfellow & Rodgers, 2013). 
Security need is a fundamental basis of the social contract between the people and a state. People 
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willingly surrendered their rights to the state, which oversees the survival of all to achieve law 
and order. In this light, security embodies the mechanism to avoid, prevent, reduce, or resolve 
violent conflicts and threats originating from other states, non–state actors, or structural socio–
political and economic conditions (International Peace Academy (IPA), 2004).

Nwagboso (2012) described security as being safe from harm or danger, the defence, protection 
and preservation of values, and the absence of threats to acquired values in society, including 
in urban areas. Consequently, Idoko and Dasuma (2014) further described security as an act of 
keeping peace within the territories where people are residing. Security is about survival and 
the condition of human existence. Security also exists when people live together in a specific 
environment without disturbance or violence. It is usually done by upholding the national law 
and defending the internal security threats in different country areas. Security has created value 
and respect in urban societies. Accordingly, Adebakin (2012) also viewed security as freedom 
from danger or threats and the ability of a nation to protect and develop itself, promote and 
cherish values and legitimate interests and enhance the wellbeing of its citizens. All definitions 
of security by various scholars connote protection and a peaceful environment where order 
and harmony co–exist that will improve the quality of life and well–being of individuals and 
the society they live. 

In recent times, urban security has been compromised in many developing economies, 
thereby affecting the neighbourhood quality these economies. Neighbourhood quality as a 
concept encompasses several elements, including housing structure and type, street layout, 
neighbourhood facilities and services present and behavioural tendencies of the residents. 
Aribigbola (2011) describes the concept of housing, which is part of a neighbourhood, as more 
than shelter. Instead, it encompasses all the auxiliary services and community facilities necessary 
for human wellbeing. These conditions demonstrate that security is included in determining the 
quality of a neighbourhood, as security and safety are parts of elements required for sustainable 
development in cities and urban communities where people can live, work and recreate in an 
orderly and safe atmosphere.

3.3 Forms and Causes of Urban Insecurity

Urban security covers five (5) dimensions in the urban environment. These forms of urban 
security include social, economic, political, institutional and economic–social (UIA, 2021). 
These factors influence their occurrence that causes civil unrest, a threat to life, destruction 
of properties and poor rating of neighbourhoods and urban communities which is associated 
with the residents personal and social background (Yazdanfar & Nazari, 2015). The urban 
insecurity as contained in the categorised dimensions in Yazdanfar et al. (2015) are as follows:

1.  Social (intimate partner violence inside the home, sexual violence [including rape] in 
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the public arena, child abuse, inter–generational conflict between parent and children and 
gratuitous/routine daily violence) 
i. Physical or psychological male–female abuse;
ii. Physical and sexual abuse, particularly prevalent in the case of stepfathers but also uncles;
iii. Physical and psychological abuse;
iv. Incivility in areas such as traffic, road rage, bar fights and street confrontations; and
v. Arguments that get out of control among individuals of the same and different gender.

2.  Economic (organised crime, business interests, delinquents and robbers)
i. Intimidation and violence as a means of resolving economic disputes;
ii. Street theft, robbery and crime;
iii. Kidnapping;
iv. Drug–trafficking
v. Car theft and other contraband activities; 
vi. Small–arms dealing;
vii. Assaults including killing and rape in the course of economic crimes;
viii. Trafficking in prostitutes; and 
ix. Conflict over a scarce resource.

3.  Political (state and non–state violence)
i. Guerrilla conflict;
ii. Paramilitary conflict;
iii. Political assassinations; and
iv. Armed conflict between political parties.

4.  Institutional 
 (violence of state and other “informal” institutions, including the private sector)
i. Extra–judicial killings by police;
ii. Physical or psychological abuse by health and education workers;
iii. State or community vigilante–directed social cleansing of gangs and street children; and
iv. The lynching of suspected criminals by community members.

5.  Economic–Social (gangs, street children (boys and girls) and ethnic violence)
i. Territorial or identity–based “turf ” violence, robbery and theft;
ii. Petty theft; and
iii. Communal riots

The highlighted urban security challenges are caused by several factors that revolve around 
residents’ various dimensions and socio–economic conditions and the development and growth 
of an urban area. Thus, causes of urban insecurity include unplanned and poorly managed 
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urbanisation, ethnicity and tribal dominance, political agitations and alienation, continuous 
increase in the gap between the rich and poor in the urban society breading inequality, and 
social exclusion to access to wealth and other resources in the environment for individual 
and societal growth and development (Chirisa, Bobo & Matamanda, 2016). In addition, these 
conditions trigger an increase in different forms of crime and violent activities, which result in 
unsafe urban settlements, anxiety and fear among urban residents and a reduction in quality 
of life and neighbourhood quality (Chirisa et al., 2016). 

4.0 METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a Mixed Methods Research (MMR) approach employing concurrent 
triangulation research design to obtain the relevant data and information for the study. The study 
employed stratified and random sampling techniques to delineate and select neighbourhoods 
and communities in the study area for sampling. The neighbourhoods and communities were 
stratified into three (3) strata: planned neighbourhood, indigenous enclave and waterfront 
settlement in which Rumuwoji (Mile 1 Diobu), Abuloma and Bundu neighbourhoods were 
selected to represent each stratum, respectively. Taro Yamane formula at a 10% precision level 
was used to determine One Hundred (100) households (respondents) which were randomly 
selected and interviewed (Table 1). Subsequently, the key informant method was used to select 
and interview stakeholders and professionals in urban security and neighbourhood quality, 
including the Nigerian Police Force, local vigilante groups and Registered Town Planners, to 
seek their opinions and expertise in urban security and neighbourhood quality. Also, physical 
observations and photographs were used to characterise the current condition of urban security 
and neighbourhood quality in the study area.
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Table 1: Determination of Sample Size for the Study

S/
No.

Strata Neighbour-
hoods /Com-
munities

1991 
Popula-
tion

2021 Popu-
lation (Using 
6.5% Growth 
Rate for Pro-
jection)

No. of 
House-
holds (5 
Persons 
per HH)

No. of 
House-
holds 
Sampled

1 Planned Neigh-
bourhood 

 Rumuwoji 
(Mile 1 Diobu)

44,183 29,2243 58,448 62

2 Indigenous 
Enclave 

Abuloma 10,454 69,147 13,829 15

3 Waterfront Set-
tlement 

Bundu 16,266 107,589 21,517 23

Total 70,903 468,979 93,794 100

Source: NPC, 1991; NPC, 2018; NBS,2016; Researchers Survey, 2021

5.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

5.1 Socio–economic Conditions of Residents 

Table 4 shows the age cohorts of the respondents in the study area. As shown in Table 4 most of 
the respondents were within the age group of 20–29 years which is the highest age cohort with 
59%, followed by 25%, 11% and 5% of the respondents representing age cohorts of 30–39 years, 
40–49 years, 50–59 years. From the survey analysis of the study, their marital status showed 
that 54% of the respondents are single, closely followed by the married, separated and widowed 
population, accounting for 20%, 5% and 3%, respectively. The age cohorts of the respondents’ 
household members are revealed in Table 4. The highest age cohort is 20–24 years representing 
16.2%, closely followed by age cohorts 25–29 years, 15–19 years and 9.2%, accounting for 14.9%, 
10.3% and 9.2%, respectively, in the distribution. The lowest age cohorts in ascending order, 
as shown in Table 4, are 65+ years, 55–59 years and 60–64 years, representing 0.4%, 2.1% and 
2.8% in the distribution. The age cohort of the households showed a very young population in 
age as 50.6% of the population is within able working age. 

Furthermore, Table 5 shows other forms of socio–economic conditions of respondents and 
their households. From Table 5, the educational status of respondents’ household members in 
the study area indicated that the majority of the household members had attained one form of 
education. The highest percentage of respondents’ households have completed their tertiary 
education, followed by those that have attended secondary school and tertiary uncompleted, 
representing 43.8%, 27.6% and 12.9%, respectively. The other educational status attained by the 
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respondents’ household members is primary school accounting for 11.8%, while fewer than 
3.2% had no formal education. Table 6 shows the employment status of the respondent in the 
study area. The Table indicates that 64% of the respondents in the study area are unemployed, 
32% of the respondents in the study area are employed, and 4% are retired. Those employed, 
their employment status are temporary, permanent, casual, and contract, mostly traders/people 
in business, civil servants and technicians/artisans. The study also revealed that the monthly 
income earned by the respondents is mostly between N18,001–N30,000, N90,001–N120,000, 
and less than N18,000, accounting for 49%, 17% and 15% of the distribution, respectively. Thus, 
some respondents’ monthly income falls between N30,001–N60,000 and N60,001–N90,000, 
accounting for 10% and 9%, respectively (Table 7). 

Table 2: Age of Respondents

Age Cohort No. %
20–29 years 59 59
30–39 years 25 25
40–49 years 11 11
50–59 years 5 5
60–69 years – –
70+ years – –
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Table 3: Marital Status of Respondent

Marital Status No. %
Single 54 54
Married 38 38
Divorced – –
Separated 5 5
Widowed 3 3
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021
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Table 4: Age Cohort of Respondent Household Members

Age Cohort of HH M % F % Aggregate
No. %

0–4 years 9 3.8 6 2.6 15 3.2
5–9 years 11 4.7 9 4 20 4.3
10–14 years 18 7.7 13 5.8 31 6.7
15–19 years 22 9.4 25 11.1 47 10.3
20–24 years 39 15.9 35 15.6 74 16.2
25–29 years 34 14.6 34 15.1 68 14.9
30–34 years 22 9.4 20 8.9 42 9.2
35–39 years 19 8.1 16 7.1 35 7.6
40–44 years 15 6.4 22 9.8 37 8.1
45–49 years 16 6.8 19 8.4 35 7.6
50–54 years 14 6 13 5.8 27 5.9
55–59 years 5 2.1 5 2.2 10 2.1
60–64 years 6 2.5 7 3.1 13 2.8
65+ years 2 0.8 – – 2 0.4
Total 232 100 224 100 456 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Table 5: Educational Level of Respondent Household Members

Educational Level M % F % Aggregate
No. %

No formal education 9 3.8 6 2.6 15 3.2
Primary school 25 10.7 29 12.9 54 11.8
Secondary school 68 29.3 58 25.8 126 27.6
Tertiary (completed) 110 47.4 90 40.1 200 43.8
Tertiary (uncompleted) 18 7.7 41 18.3 59 12.9
Not ascertained 2 0.8 – – 2 0.4
Total 232 100 224 100 456 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021
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Table 6: Employment Status of Respondents

Employment Status No. %
Employed 32 32
Unemployed 64 64
Retired 4 4
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Table 7: Monthly Income of Respondent (Naira)

Monthly Income No. %
Less than N18,000 15 15
N18,001–N30,000 49 49
N30,001–N60,000 10 10
N60,001–N90,000 9 9
N90,001–N120,000 17 17
N120,001–N150,000 – –
N150,001–N180,000 – –
N180,001–N210,000 – –
N210,001–N240,000 – –
N240,001+ – –
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

5.2 Identified Forms of Urban Insecurity 

The study found that the various forms of urban insecurity in the study area include burglary, 
theft, cultism, drug abuse, assault, thuggery, and shoplifting. Although these identified forms of 
urban insecurity, according to respondents’ burglary, theft and cultism are the most prevalent 
urban insecurity activities in the study area accounting for 25%, 18% and 17%, respectively, 
in the distribution of responses. The least occurring forms of urban security issues are assault, 
thuggery and shoplifting, recording 10%, 10% and 5%, respectively (Table 8). Other forms of 
urban security identified from interviews of key informants are armed robbery, rape, fraud 
and violent activities. These activities affect the neighbourhoods in different dimensions from 
social, economic and environmental forms. 

Consequently, most respondents affirmed that they are victims of these social ills that are forms 
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of urban security in their neighbourhoods, as 80% of the respondents in the study area have been 
victims of various crime and violent activities (Table 9). From key informants, these security 
challenges are often not reported to the security agencies because they have no confidence in 
the police and other security outfits in their neighbourhoods. The study revealed that the most 
vulnerable persons to these crimes and violent activities in the study area are children and the 
upper class in the neighbourhoods accounting for 53% and 31%, respectively. Women and men 
are other vulnerable persons, representing 10% and 6%, respectively (Table 10). 

Table 8: Forms of Urban Insecurity in the Neighbourhoods

Prevalent Crime Activity No. %
Theft 18 18
Burglary 25 25
Shoplifting 5 5
Assault 10 10
Cultism 17 17
Drug abuse 15 15
Thuggery 10 10
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Table 9: Ever Been a Victim of any Violent Crime Activity

Ever Been a Victim of any Violent and Crime Activity No. %
Yes 80 80
No 18 18
Non response 2 2
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021
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Table 10: Most Vulnerable Persons to Crime in the Neighbourhoods

Most Vulnerable Persons to Crime No. %
Children 53 53
The elderly – –
Men 6 6
Women 10 10
The upper class 31 31
The lower class – –
Others (specify) – –
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

5.3 Identified Causes of Urban Insecurity

There are several causes of urban insecurity in the study area. Table 11 showed the major causes 
of urban insecurity in the neighbourhoods were unemployment, poverty, and political based 
conflict accounting for 48%, 20%, and 12%, respectively. As reported by the respondents, other 
causes of urban insecurity in the neighbourhoods were cultism, weak security system, and drug 
abuse accounting for 10%, 6%, and 4%, respectively. Reasons for the increase in urban insecurity 
in the neighbourhoods include the increasing unemployment level, rapid urbanisation and 
increasing immigration rate, as shown in Table 12. Some causal factors of urban insecurity 
as identified by key informants include corruption among members of the security agencies, 
poor funding of security agencies, and unplanned neighbourhoods, such as the indigenous 
enclaves and waterfront settlements. This scenario gives an undue advantage to culprits of 
crime and violent activities and the opportunity to carry on their activities and actions in these 
neighbourhoods (Figure 2). There is police patrol in some of these neighbourhoods, especially 
the municipality’s planned neighbourhoods, which can be easily accessed with patrol vehicles. 
Key informants and respondents affirmed that in the planned neighbourhoods, there is frequent 
patrol by police daily. It was observed that 85% of the streets in the study neighbourhoods do 
not have streetlights, making them prone to security threats in the dark hours of the day. The 
streets with streetlights are found in the planned neighbourhoods and observed not functioning 
because of lack of maintenance.
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Table 4.11: Causes of Urban Insecurity in the Neighbourhood

Causes of Urban Insecurity in the Neighbourhood No. %
Ethnic conflict – –
Religious conflict – –
Political based conflict 12 12
Pervasive inequalities and unfairness – –
Unemployment 48 48
Poverty 20 20
Weak security system 6 6
Organized violent group – –
Drug abuse 4 4
Cultism 10 10
Porous border – –
Terrorism – –
Others (specify) – –
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Table 12: Reasons for Increasing Causes of Insecurity in the Neighbourhood

Reasons for Increasing Causes of Insecurity in the 
Neighbourhood

No. %

Increased immigration 5 5
Increased in unemployment level 75 75
Increase in the gap between poor and rich – –
Increase in birthrate – –
Rapid urbanisation 20 20
Others (specify) – –
Total 100 100

Researchers’ Survey, 2021
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Figure 2: Unplanned Nature of Bundu, A Waterfront Settlement

Source: Researchers’ Survey, 2021

5.4 Impact of Urban Security on Neighbourhood Quality

The study has revealed in Table 13 the level of effectiveness of police in crime and violent control 
in the study area. Of the respondents interviewed on their opinions, 90% the respondents 
indicated that the police are ineffective in crime and violent control. In comparison, 10% of 
the respondents said they are fair in their rating. The mixed feelings of respondents, which 
showed the ineffectiveness of security agencies in crime and violent activities control in the 
neighbourhoods studied, indicated the rating of the neighbourhood quality about urban 
security. As indicated by the respondents in the rating of the neighbourhood quality, 82% rated 
the neighbourhood as fair.

In comparison, other respondents rated the neighbourhood quality of urban security as low and 
high, accounting for 13% and 5%, respectively, in the distribution (Table 14). The respondents’ 
ratings have shown the impact of urban insecurity on neighbourhood quality. From the key 
informants, these impacts have affected the social and economic lives of the residents and equally 
affected the environmental condition of the neighbourhoods. Socially, interactions between 
residents in the neighbourhoods are restricted, limiting social coherence. Economically, it affects 
the local economy of the neighbourhoods as petty trading and other forms of commercial 
activities are affected during the day and night hours. Environmentally, some essential public 
services to the neighbourhoods are not carried out. For example, waste management activity 
is carried out during the night hours. As a result, the waste collectors are afraid to go to some 
neighbourhoods to collect waste during the stipulated time by the government. As a result, it 
makes the neighbourhoods look filthy, reduces their quality, and affects residents’ quality of life. 



195

Nigerian Institu te of Town Pl annersabuja 2022

Table 13: Effectiveness of Police in Crime and Violent Control in the Neighbourhood

Effectiveness of Police in Crime Control in the Neighbour-
hood

No. %

Very effective – –
Effective – –
Fair 10 10
Ineffective 90 90
Very ineffective – –
Total 100 100

Source: Researchers’ Survey 2021

Table 14: Rating of Neighbourhood Quality in Reference to Urban Security Issues

Rating of Neighbourhood Quality in Reference to 
Urban Security Issues 

No. %

Very high – –
High 5 5
Fair 82 82
Low 13 13
Very low – –
Total 100 100

Source: Researchers’ Survey, 2021

5.5 Identified Measures Adopted to Improve Urban Security and Neighbourhood Quality

The study revealed some of the measures adopted by residents to improve urban security 
and the quality of their neighbourhoods to achieve the desired quality of life, wellbeing, and 
socio–economic activities. As identified through personal observations and photographs, 
measures include the fencing–off of residential buildings with very high walls, construction 
of gates to the entrance of streets, and burglary to protect buildings’ doors and windows. The 
two former measures are seen in many streets in Abuloma Community, and the latter measure 
is observed in all studied neighbourhoods (Rumuwoji, Abuloma and Bundu). In addition, in 
some residential properties in Abuloma Community, security guards and dogs are used to 
prevent theft and armed robbery activities. The study has also identified neighbourhood security 
watches in the neighbourhoods formed by the collaboration of the Rivers State Government and 
neighbourhood leaders. From key informants such as police and professional Town Planners, 
these measures have helped prevent crime and violent attacks on some families and properties 
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in the neighbourhoods of the municipality. The police also revealed that some residents have 
the patrol teams’ mobile numbers, so in case of distress and fear of attack, the residents call 
the patrol teams for help. According to the residents, these measures have helped them build 
some resilience and safety regarding urban security in their neighbourhoods.

Figure 3: Buildings Fenced–off with Walls in Abuloma Community

Source: Researchers’ Survey, 2021

Figure 4: A Gated Street in Abuloma Community

Source: Researchers’ Survey, 2021
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Figure 5: A Residential Building Secured with Burglary Proof in Rumuwoji (Mile 1 Diobu) Source: Researchers’ 

Survey, 2021

6.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The state of urban security in residential neighbourhoods of urban areas in Nigeria poses a 
threat to lives and properties, hinders socio–economic activities, and discourages local and 
foreign investments, thereby affecting residents’ quality of life and wellbeing of residents and 
social and economic activities. The case of Port Harcourt Municipality is not different from 
many other urban areas in Nigeria. The study has assessed urban security in the municipality 
and its impacts on neighbourhood quality: prioritising sustainability and resilience. The study 
revealed that in the studied neighbourhoods in the study area, most of the residents are of the 
age cohort of 15 years–29 years showing more of a young population, mostly traders/people 
in business and civil servants. The study further revealed that the urban security activities 
identified are burglary, theft, cultism, drug abuse, assault, thuggery, shoplifting, armed robbery, 
rape, fraud and violent activities. 

The most vulnerable persons to these activities are children and the upper class in the 
neighbourhoods, accounting for 53% and 31%, though women and men are also affected. As 
revealed in the study, the major causes of these urban insecurities are unemployment, poverty, 
political based conflict, cult clash, weak security system, and drug abuse. As revealed in the study, 
other factors accentuating security challenges include increased unemployment, uncontrolled 
urbanisation, and increasing migration rates. Other factors include corruption among security 
agencies, poor funding of security agencies, the unplanned nature of some neighbourhoods, 
and no lack of streetlights, especially in the study area’s indigenous enclaves and waterfront 
settlements. The study found that police are ineffective in crime and violent control. Though 
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respondents have mixed feelings in their rating of the neighbourhood quality studied about 
urban security, the majority rated the neighbourhoods as fair and low, accounting for 82% and 
13%, respectively. 

These impacts of urban insecurity have also affected the neighbourhoods’ social, economic, and 
environmental conditions, which has negatively affected residents’ quality of life and wellbeing. 
Although, residents have adopted some form of resilient strategies to improve their urban security 
in their neighbourhoods. Also, residents fencing off their buildings, providing security dogs, 
installing burglary proof in their building doors and windows, gating their streets, employing 
security guards, distress calls, and neighbourhood security watch with all these urban security 
challenges identified and resilient strategies adopted by residents to achieve neighbourhood 
sustainability in the municipality. The study has suggested the following sustainable and resilient 
physical planning measures as recommendations to improve neighbourhoods’ quality of urban 
security and equally contribute to the body of knowledge and advancement of the subject matter 
concerning urban sustainability and resilience. 

The study suggested that government should carry out urban studies to abreast herself with 
the current social, economic and environmental conditions and information that will guide, 
control and manage the urban affairs to build sustainability and strengthen resilience in 
the neighbourhoods of the municipality. In addition, government should collaborate with 
neighbourhoods to carry out urban renewal schemes to reengineer and reinvigorate the social and 
economic fabrics of the neighbourhoods that will improve the local economy of the study area 
through job creation, skill acquisition programmes and provision of basic urban infrastructure 
and services. Security and safety equipment, including streetlights and surveillance cameras, 
should be installed by the government in collaboration with the private sector (businesses and 
institutions) and residents of the neighbourhoods as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) to improve urban security and enhance the neighbourhood quality in the study area. The 
security agencies such as the police and other security outfits should be reformed structurally 
and empowered financially to equip them to carry out their statutory responsibility of securing 
lives and property and maintaining peace and order in the neighbourhoods. Similarly, public 
enlightenment programmes through seminars, campaigns and symposiums on urban security 
issues on cultism, drug abuse, kidnapping, political violence and assassinations, theft, cyber–
fraud, prostitution, and armed robbery should be carried out on regular bases in partnership 
with the government, neighbourhoods and the security agencies to build confidence in the 
security system and improve urban governance in the study area. Finally, security officers 
should be given proper education and orientation on how to interact with residents of the 
neighbourhoods to create a cordial relationship and forester cooperation for effective crime 
prevention in the study area. 
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ABSTRACT

The issue of crime in many African cities is assumed to be associated 
with slums. Port Harcourt is a littoral settlement southerly surrounded 
by rivers, creeks and adjoining marshy lands engulfed by slum 
developments and controlled by cult groups and gangs who are 
assumed to be the main actors in urban crimes. The focus of this 
paper was to investigate the nexus between crime and slums in Port 
Harcourt to identify the factors responsible for the high rate of crime 
in Port Harcourt, the most prevalent types of crime and the groups in 
selected slum settlements responsible for crime in Port Harcourt. The 
study adopted a qualitative research approach. Data were sourced 
from key informants and in–depth interviews of repentant cultists, 
slum residents, crime detectives from the anti–cultism unit of the 
Police and Directors in Rivers State Ministries of Housing and Physical 
Planning and Urban Development. Four waterfront settlements 
namely Bundu, Mgbundukwu, Marine–base and Cemetery were 
purposively chosen for the study. The study established that the most 
predominant types of crime are assault and intimidation, theft, 
armed robbery, burglary/break–ins and mugging, Sexual and Gender 
Base Violence (SGBV), conning, pick–pocketing, drug addiction and 
abuse, and cult–related murder. It established that there are 5 major 
cult groups and about 23 minor gangs in these slums. Data obtained 
from the police indicate a strong link between the slums and crime, 
hence, the tagging of the areas as crime hotspots. The Rivers State 
Government meant to curtail the high rate of crime has taken action 
by the demolition of slums and forceful eviction of slum residents. 
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This paper recommends that the government should implement 
sustainable development policies of social inclusiveness and embark 
on urban renewal schemes targeted at poverty reduction; and access 
to affordable housing as a panacea to the crime and slum situation 
in Port Harcourt. 

Keywords: Crime, Slum, Development, Port Harcourt.

INTRODUCTION

The interrelatedness of the act of crime, the formation of slums and residents’ liveability in 
the slums of the urban areas cannot be underestimated. Population increase and urbanization 
have their positive and negative impacts but curious to this study is the impact on slum 
formation and crime. United Nations Habitat (2003) report stated that about thirty–three 
per cent of the urban populations in developing countries of the world are living in urban 
slums. According to Todero (2009), cited in Smith (2012), the cause of this high percentage is 
attributed to migration and mostly rural–urban migration, which constitutes about 60% of the 
urban population. In Nigeria, migration is unguarded, access to housing is expensive, decent 
housing is in deficit, and employment is scarce. Thus increase in population creates an increase 
in demand for accommodation and the inability to meet up with accommodation challenges 
makes slum formation a reality (Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021). Without gainsaying, 
this will inevitably create services and other social problems, such as robbery, rape, cultism, 
and murder which are often perpetrated by the youths as an escape route for economic survival 
(Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021; Amadi–Oparaeli, 2019).

Poor quality of urban life and increased economic poverty, therefore, are seen to be serious 
influences and stimulants fuelling criminal activities, and to date, no government in Nigeria has 
developed a sustainable urban management program and a well–defined policy for addressing 
urban insecurity and urban environmental planning issues (The Guardian, 2022).

The United Nations Habitat global report on human settlements (2007) indicated that crime, 
violent behaviour and social disorder are usually more rampant in urban areas and exacerbated 
by uncontrolled urbanization and weak urban governance. Studies have shown that over 60 
per cent of urban inhabitants in developing countries have at one time or another been victims 
of crime, with victimization levels reaching 70 per cent in parts of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC) and Africa (UN–Habitat, 2002). 

African millionaire cities like Lagos, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban and Nairobi represent a 
substantial fraction of their nation’s crime. UN–Habitat global report additionally demonstrated 
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that urban areas in Africa have the most elevated revealed levels of burglary, with victimization 
rates as high as over 8 per cent of the entire populace. In South Africa, the police in the year 2000 
recorded 460 thefts for every 100,000 individuals, with 30 per cent of occupants in Johannesburg 
answered to have been casualties of robbery (UN Habitat, 2007).

In Port Harcourt, residents of the city and its environs currently have to contend with an 
increasing level of youth gangs, intimidation, organized crimes such as kidnapping for ransom 
and scare of possible terrorist attacks (Nwokaeze, Ikiriko & Johnbull, 2022). The increase in 
crime rates has created serious confrontation to peace, security and the governance of cities and 
in the process, frustrating livelihood and investments (Nwokaeze & Ikiriko, 2020; Nwokaeze, 
Ikiriko & Johnbull, 2022). UN–Habitat (2007) reporting on the challenge of slums stated that 
the fear of crime has the proclivity to alter the dynamics of cities with a high incidence of 
violence, leading to unsustainable urban design practices such as the installation of individual 
house fences and gating of communities. In the view of Nwokaeze, Ikiriko and Johnbull (2022), 
these adopted preventive strategies as practised even in Port Harcourt has impacts on the 
urban fabric, morphology and aesthetics which are hardly considered both by the people and 
the regulatory authorities. 

Crime presently has been seen to be a social pathology. Its occurrence in urban areas such as 
Port Harcourt had continued to challenge the efforts expended towards its prevention and 
management by state and non–state actors. Port Harcourt has over forty–nine (49) “waterside” 
residential areas tagged as slums that provide accommodation for over half a million people 
(Victoria, 2021). The poorest housing conditions in the entire Niger Delta Region occur here 
(World Bank, 1995). It is also assumed that most of the crimes in Port Harcourt are committed 
by residents of these slums (Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021).

Based on the foregoing, this study is focused on investigating the nexus between crime and 
slums in Port Harcourt with objectives to identify the factors responsible for the high rate of 
crime in Port Harcourt, the most prevalent types of crime and the groups in selected slum 
settlements responsible for crime in Port Harcourt.

2.0 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Port Harcourt has witnessed and is still witnessing incidences of urban gang violence in Nigeria 
(Oruwari & Owei, 2006; Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021). Vanguard (2010) disclosed 
that a senior officer of the Nigerian Customs was kidnapped in Port Harcourt. The Rivers State 
Police Public Relations Officer (PPRO), Dr Rita Inoma Abbey explained that eight heavily armed 
men came in a speed boat through the Oginigba waterside in Trans Amadi and abducted the 
Customs Officer. The PPRO confirmed that the kidnappers engaged the Police in a fierce gun 
battle before fleeing with the hostage. According to the report, two of the kidnappers were 
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killed in the shootout. And four other suspects were arrested.

National Ambassador (2018) on October 17 2018, reported a cult war in the Diobu axis of 
Port Harcourt. It was evidenced by sporadic shooting which was gathered and reported as a 
result of cult group clash. The clash finally claimed the life of four persons who were killed 
in different locations of Port Harcourt (mechanic garage, near St. Thomas Church, Ikoku 
Junction, Lumumba/Emenike and Nanka Street). The report stated that the dead persons 
were also members of the local vigilante group. The police investigation indicated that the 
perpetrators belong to a cult group whose members reside in Elechi Waterfront, a popular 
slum settlement known for notoriety (National Ambassador, 2018). Again, it was reported on 
the 9th day of March 2015 that four (4) persons along Eastern–bypass areas of the marine base 
in Port Harcourt were killed and others sustained bullet wounds as a result of a cult–related 
clash (P.M newspaper 2015). 

Again, P.M newspaper (2015) also gathered that the wife of a leading political party stalwart 
in Rivers State was abducted in Echue Street in Mile 2 area of Port Harcourt by unidentified 
gunmen suspected to be cult men. P.M newspaper (2015) further gathered and reported that 
the suspects went through Echue waterfront (slum) and went away with the victim.

This Day Newspaper (2022) reported a kidnap case in the Port Harcourt Township area 
according to the Rivers State Police Command which confirmed the kidnap of two foreigners 
in Port Harcourt by suspected gunmen. This day gathered that the expatriates were abducted 
by armed men who escaped with the victims through Ndoki Street waterfronts in the state 
capital. It was learnt that the suspected gunmen behind the operation, drove in two Sports 
Utility Vehicles (SUVs) and a Hummer Bus, all with tinted glasses into Ndoki Estate at about 
2:00 hours and kidnapped the victims.

Cults groups exist from the street level to the neighbourhood level and again, ethnic militias 
whose bases are outside the city but operate in the city for specific violent activities. These 
groups have become a security threat to oil workers as the involvement of the gangs in illegal 
oil bunkering, extortions, kidnapping of expatriate workers and rivalry wars, among others 
(Oruwari & Owei, 2006; Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021). 

Cult activities, with different missions, activities and violent operations against rival groups, 
innocent persons, oil workers, business moguls and politicians, its associated horror and fears 
are a reoccurring problem in Port Harcourt and no one is ignorant of the existence and activities 
of these gangs (Maduawuchi & Amadi–Oparaeli, 2021). People living in the slum, squatter and 
low–density areas of the city are not exempted from the negative impacts of crime. The high–
density marginal settlements that provide the cheapest forms of housing accommodation for 
the no–income, low–income and lower–middle–income earners are now increasingly becoming 
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“no–go” areas of Port Harcourt city.

From the documented pieces of evidence, it can be seen that most of these criminal acts especially 
kidnapping have their victims attacked and carried away through these slum neighbourhoods. 
This is why most people believe that the source and breeding ground for most of these criminalities 
are the slums. Residents around the waterfront areas in an interview with Vanguard (2012) 
said that robbery has become a regular occurrence on roads around the waterfront and that 
hoodlums who stay on the waterfront come out to rob innocent road users and run back into 
the slums.

This again seems to be the scenario since slum dwellers majorly constitute the urban poor 
who can easily be influenced and can commit crimes to survive. Again, Port Harcourt with its 
high population of migrants, infrastructural deficit and limited employment will according to 
Maduawuchi and Amadi–Oparaeli (2021) and Amadi–Oparaeli (2019) easily make its slum 
dwellers resort to social vices for survival. In a bid to survive, some of these slum dwellers have 
turned to lords in the slums, that apart from providing shelter for cult members, also serve as 
protection zones because of the difficulty in policing these areas. It is therefore instructive to 
note that these areas have assumed a status that even the Police find very difficult to penetrate 
and arrest culprits. Rather the residents form vigilante groups, which in some cases are very 
difficult to differentiate from the cult groups (Victoria, 2021). 

3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1 Concept of Crime and Typologies

The word ‘crime’ has been defined by various scholars in different ways. Mushanga (1985) defined 
crime as an act committed or omitted that is harmful to the state, an individual or both. He adds 
that the act so committed or omitted must be specifically prohibited by existing criminal law. 
Hagedorn (2005) stated that crime is a violation of the societal rules of behaviour as interpreted 
and expressed by a criminal legal code created by people holding social and political powers. 
Crossman (2021) asserts that crime is simply any act that is contrary to legal codes or laws. 

These three simple definitions of crime present a general understanding which for this study 
sums up crime as acts or prohibitions that are against the law and acceptable societal norms 
and standards. 

There are different types of urban crimes. Crossman (2021) listed seven types of urban crimes. 
These are crimes against persons or personal crimes which include murder, aggravated assault, 
rape, and robbery; property crimes which involves the theft of property without bodily harm, 
such as burglary, larceny, auto theft, and arson; hate crimes against persons or property that 
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are committed while invoking prejudices of race, gender or gender identity, religion, disability, 
sexual orientation, or ethnicity; and crimes against morality which includes prostitution, illegal 
gambling, and illegal drug use. Others are white–collar crimes committed by people of high 
social status in the context of their occupation which includes embezzlement, insider trading, 
tax evasion, and other violations of income tax laws; and organized crimes such as kidnapping 
and armed robbery gang attacks perpetrated by group that exercises control over large illegal 
enterprises (such as the drug trade, illegal gambling, prostitution, weapons smuggling, or 
money laundering).

3.1.1 Factors that Influences Crime in Urban Areas

Several factors influence crime in urban areas. Although not limited to the listed factors, it 
includes both social and cultural factors; poverty and income inequality; unemployment; 
generational transfer of violence from abusive parents to their progeny; unguided urban 
expansion; poor urban planning, design and management; population growth youthful age 
cohorts; and the failure of the political class with involvement in massive corruption (UN, 2007). 

3.1.2 Effects of Crime in Urban Areas

The effects of crime are complex and multidimensional. According to the United Nations (2007) 
report, crime can lead to physical injury, death, psychological trauma and irrational fear of 
being attacked. Depending on the level and scale, crime and violent behaviour of criminals can 
result in the labelling of neighbourhoods or even whole segments of the city as bad areas or 
crime hotspots. Such areas due to the negative label will scare away developers, the provision 
of urban infrastructure, commerce and industrial investments and other opportunities (UN, 
2007). Crime affects both the rich and the poor. In the urban area, it also lowers the value 
of properties and makes it difficult for residents to accumulate capital and borrow money. 
Generally, crime drops the quality of life in an urban area and adds steam to the process of 
deterioration (Stewart, 1986).

3.2  Definitions and Concept of Slum

Slums are ubiquitous in the developing world and they are commonly settlements for squatters. 
The term slum is culturally defined and pejorative, with social as well as physical connotations. 
Simply put, a slum is a residential area with substandard housing that is poorly serviced and/
or overcrowded, and therefore unhealthy, unsafe, and socially undesirable (Harris, 2009 
cited in Smith, 2012). According to Olotuah (2012), a slum is an area characterised by poor 
buildings in a physical state of disrepair, a degraded environment in unsanitary conditions, 
and the absence of basic and essential facilities such as electricity, potable water, drainage 
system, schools, health facilities, and recreational grounds. Slums can generally be described 
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as substandard housing environments as a result of the combined effects of natural ageing of 
buildings, lack of maintenance and neglect, wrong use of the buildings, poor sanitation in the 
disposal of sewage and solid waste, wrong development of land, and increasing deterioration 
of the natural landscape (Olotuah, 2012).

UN–Habitat (2003) defines a slum household as a group of individuals living under the same 
roof in an urban area who lack one or more of the following:
i. Durable housing of a permanent nature that protects against extreme climate conditions.
ii. Sufficient living space which means not more than 3 people sharing the same room.
iii. Easy access to safe water in sufficient amounts at an affordable price.
iv. Access to adequate sanitation in the form of a private or public toilet shared by a 

reasonable number of people.
v. Security of tenure that prevents forced evictions.

Slums are informal settlements characterized by unsafe and unhealthy homes, overcrowded 
homes, limited or no access to basic services, unstable homes, and no secure land tenure. 
Capturing all these important elements, David (2013) defined slums in twelve ways which are 
as follows; a slum is: 
i. Not the formal world’s mental image.
ii. Highly dense, low–rise, substandard, and unhealthy.
iii. A dangerous place to live and work.
iv. A self–built spontaneous community.
v. Where private investment has outrun public infrastructure.
vi. A wealth–extraction machine.
vii. Where physical reality and legal documentation are wildly at odds.
viii. Alternative–universe power structure.
ix. Hives of entrepreneurs.
x. A self–organizing ecosystem.
xi. Economically rational’ delivery of ‘affordable housing.
xii. A phase every rapidly urbanizing city goes through

It is evident today that large slums and squatter communities live illegally on government and 
private lands, especially in big cities such as Mumbai, Mexico City, Manila, Lagos, Ibadan, and 
Port Harcourt (Smith, 2012).

3.3  Crime and slum nexus and approaches in Nigeria

Research on urban crime and the recognition of its distinctiveness and causes has shown that 
there is a relationship between crime and slum settlements. UN–Habitat (2003) stated that crime 
is normally connected with the poorer, informal settlements of cities and such areas attract a bad 
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reputation and are often considered as ‘breeding grounds for crime’. Again, UN–Habitat (2003) 
stated that slum areas are commonly alleged to have a culture of anti–social, anti–establishment, 
anti–law enforcement and culture of anti–criminal justice and this has given rise to different 
kinds of criminalities. The lack of visible law and order; overt marauding cult groups, youth 
gangs, muggers, drug dealers, teenage prostitution and poverty in such areas is an indication 
that slums are areas where impunity reigns and areas that have been isolated from the urban 
governance structure (Meth, 2017; SBM Intelligence Crime Report, 2020).

A serious and robust conclusion in crime studies is that the level of poverty in a neighbourhood 
determines the level of crime in such neighbourhood. This means that the higher the level of 
poverty in a neighbourhood, the higher will be the level of crime in that neighbourhood and 
the lower the level of poverty in a neighbourhood, the lower will be the level of crime in that 
neighbourhood (Hsieh & Pugh, 1993; Sampson, 2006; Ellis, Beaver & Wright, 2009). These 
hypotheses and theories to a large extent have influenced government action towards crime 
and slum neighbourhoods. To a large extent, irrespective of other approaches which include 
the promulgation of laws and policies, the main approach to crime in these slums by the 
Nigerian government has always been the total clearance of slum neighbourhoods (Amnesty 
International, 2006; Adoga, 2016; and Adekola et al. 2019). The approach adopted by the Rivers 
State government has not been different (Amnesty International, 2006; The Guardian, 2022).

4.0 THE STUDY AREA

Port Harcourt Local Government Area (PHALGA) is one of the twenty–three (23) local 
government areas of Rivers State and the host of the Rivers State secretariat, government house, 
Nigerian Ports Authority, shell (SPDC) offices and a network of oil and gas servicing companies, 
marketing companies, public agencies and institutions. There are a total of 25 communities 
in Port Harcourt with a total of fifty–eight (58) public primary schools. Port Harcourt which 
is a body of land that is surrounded by marshy lands and rivers is highly populated with 
migrants aside from the indigenous Ikwerre and the Okirika people. The city because of its 
administrative and institution–based status has suffered the challenges of housing and crime. 
This has given rise to the birth of over 40 slums called watersides. The population of the slums 
is above half a million (Victoria, 2021). This study will focus on Bundu, Marine Base, Cemetery 
and Mgbundukwu (Diobu) watersides of Port Harcourt as shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Map of Port Harcourt City Local Government Area

Source: GIS Lab, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Rivers State University, Port Harcourt.

5.0 METHODOLOGY

This study was informed by the need to objectively interrogate and inform on the apparent 
escalation of crime incidences in the city of Port Harcourt. The study focused on four (4) 
purposively selected slum settlements in Port Harcourt which are; Bundu, Marine Base, Cemetery 
and Mgbundukwu (Diobu waterside). The selection of these four slum areas was informed by 
the findings from SBM Intelligence Crime Report (2020) and other media reports which show 
a crime and slum nexus in Port Harcourt. Data for the study was obtained from both primary 
and secondary sources. Primary data were collected from key informants with the help of 
interview schedules and a total of 24 key informants in the study area were interviewed. The 
interviews targeted community stakeholders (chiefs and community development committee 
members), security agents, repentant cult members and vigilante leaders. 

Secondary data were collected from published data such as journal articles, previous crime 
reports from SBM Intelligence and media organizations such as the Punch, Vanguard, and This 
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day newspapers. Content analysis was used to analyze the data qualitatively. 

6.0 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The findings commence with the structural conditions of slums in Port Harcourt, crime types 
and trends, groups responsible for crimes, factors responsible for crimes and slum development 
and responses from the government and other stakeholders. 

6.1 Structural conditions of slums in Port Harcourt

The slum settlements in Port Harcourt are not different from what is found in other littoral cities 
in Nigeria as they are generally characterized by temporal buildings mostly constructed from old 
zinc materials built on marshy low–lying land, flood plains or river banks, overcrowded, crude 
and insecure and visibly showing depressed and dilapidated surroundings with the lack of roads 
and utilities, and according to Armitage (2014) with other forms of physical disorder. Residents 
tend not to invest in the upkeep and beautification of their homes and immediate surroundings 
since they are always threatened by evictions and demolitions (Amnesty International, 2012) 
(Figures 2 & 3).

Figure 2: Bundu waterside in Port Harcourt
Source: Authors Fieldwork, 2022

Figure 3: Aerial view of Marine Base Waterside in Port Harcourt

Source: Authors fieldwork, 2022
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Figure 4: Elechi Beach Slum Clearance

Source: The Guardian, 2022

 
6.2 Crime Types and Trends

Different types of crimes emanating from the different slums settlements of Port Harcourt are 
assault and intimidation, theft, armed robbery, burglary/break–ins and mugging, rape/ Sexual 
and Gender Base Violence (SGBV), conning, pick–pocketing, drug addiction and abuse, and 
murder. A study by Maduawuchi and Amadi–Oparaeli (2021) exposed some of the crimes. 
(Table 1)

Table 1: Cult–Related Activities Witnessed by Respondents

Activities Frequency Percentage
Robbery 48 23%
Theft 38 18.2%
Assault 12 5.7%
Rape 19 9.1%
Kidnapping 8 3.9%
Drug Use 61 29.1%
Murder 11 5.3%
Do not know 12 5.7%
Total 209 100%

Source: Maduawuchi and Amadi–Oparaeli (2021)
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6.3 Groups responsible for crimes in Port Harcourt

There are over one hundred cult groups documented for crimes in Rivers State (Vanguard, 
2007; The Newswriter, August 2015) (Table 2). Some of these groups show their relevance in 
the study area. Table 3 shows the names of groups, their manner of operation and the slum 
settlements they control.

Table 2: List of Secret Cult Groups in Rivers State, Nigeria 

Names of Secret 
Cult Groups in 
Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State, Ni-
geria

Agbaye Black Cats
Buccaneers (Sea 
Lords)

Executioners Himalayas

Ainvords Black Cross
Burkinafeso: Revolu-
tion Fraternity

Fangs Walrus

Amazon
Black Ladies 
Club

Canary Fliers
Jaggare Con-
federation

Barracuda Black Olalis Cappa Vendetto Frigates King Cobra

Bas Black Scorpions Daughters of Jezebel FF
KIam konfra-
tenity klans-
man

Bees International Black Sword Dragons
Gentlemen’s 
Club

Klu Klux 
(KKK) Klan 
Confraternity

Black Axe; Neo–
Black Movement

Blanchers
Dreaded Friends of 
Friends

Green Berets 
Fraternity

Knite Cadet

Black Beret Frater-
nity

Big 20 Egbe Club Hard Candles KKK Boys

Black Brasserie Blood Suckers
Eye of Air Lords Fra-
ternity

Hepos Mafia Lords

Black Brothers
Brotherhood of 
Blood

Egbe Dudu Hell’s Angels Malcom X

Maphites or 
Maphiate

Mgba–Mgba 
Brothers

Musketeers Fraternity
Neo–Black 
Movement

National 
Association of 
Adventures
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Nite Hawks Nite Rovers Osiri
Ostrich Fra-
ternity

National 
Association of 
Seadogs

Maphites or 
Maphiate

Mgba–Mgba 
Brothers

Musketeers Fraternity
Neo–Black 
Movement

National 
Association of 
Adventures

Nite Hawks Nite Rovers Osiri
Ostrich Fra-
ternity

National 
Association of 
Seadogs

Phoenix Predators Red Fishes Red Sea Horse Royal Queens

Scavengers Scorpions Soko Sunmen
Temple of 
Eden Frater-
nity

The Mafioso Fra-
ternity

The Scorpion 
Fraternity

The Soiree Fraternity
The Odu 
Confraternity

Third Eye Con-
fraternity

Thomas Sankara 
Boys

Trajan Horses 
Fraternity

Truth Seekers The Vikings Vipers

White Angels Sailors Icelanders BA Elegemface

Vultures Bloody Hunters Sea Vipers Night Mates Mob Stab
Scorpion Twin Mate KGB Day Well Day Gbani

Royal House of 
Peace

Tikan Giants White Bishops Dolphins The Forest

The Mad House

Vigilante 
Groups whose 
activities are 
similar to Secret 
Cults.

Source: Rivers State Secret Cult Prohibition Law of No. 24 of 2004
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Table 3: Cult Groups and Domains in the Study Area

Slum Area Name of the Group Manner of Operation

Mgbudukwu Deewell, Deegbam Kidnapping and demanding ransoms, SGBV pick–
pocketing, mugging and demanding protection fee. 
Arms trafficking, Drug trafficking, theft, break–in.

Marine Base Icelanders, Outlaws Kidnapping and demanding ransoms, mugging and 
SGBV

Charging protection ‘fees’ to small business own-
ers in the informal settlements and public transport 
operators. Offering protection services, at a fee, to 
politicians, Arms trafficking, Drug trafficking, theft, 
break–in

Bundu Greenlanders, Kidnapping and demanding ransoms, mugging and 
SGBV, Arms trafficking, Drug trafficking, theft, break–
in

Cemetery Greenlanders, Iceland-
ers

Kidnapping and demanding ransoms, SGBV, pick–
pocketing, mugging and demanding protection fee, 
Arms trafficking, Drug trafficking, theft, break–in 

Source: Extract from Key Informant Interview–Authors, (2022)

Table 3 shows that Deewell and Deegbam are the major cult groups in Mgbudukwu slum, the 
Icelanders and Outlaws are dominant in the Marine base axis, while Greenlanders are solely in 
control of Bundu slum, Cemetery slum has a strong rivalry between Greenlanders and Icelanders. 

Some urban cult groups have well–defined structures. From key informant interviews, it was 
gathered that the structure of the Outlaws (one of the identified groups) forms a hierarchy. The 
leader of the gang is called “Angel.” Strikers are members of the group who engage in killings, 
targeting and other criminal activities. The “Intells” are those who gather information. Girls in 
the group are referred to as “Black Bra”. There is a team of hit men referred to as “executioners” 
that usually go on special operations that require selective or targeted attacks. Another category 
includes the band of fighters. Few groups have some girls as “wives” to members. These girls 
do the cooking and provide free sex when needed, especially to the top hierarchy of the gang. 
Patrons are usually referred to as “father”. The overall leader, who is usually selected from the 
core team, heads and supervises the routine activities of the group. Leaders bear different 
names–Capone, Presido, The Boss, etc. This is not different from what is happening in other 
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parts of the country.

Describing the recruitment process, a key informant (repentant cultist) explains that usually 
the earliest members of the existing groups were not recruited through any formal procedure. 
A group of friends either living on the same street or from the same school just come together 
to oppose whatever they perceive as injustice or oppression. The foundation of each group is 
normally those boys that call themselves “hard boys”, who decide to lord it over the other boys 
and girls on their street. When they come together, they start imposing rules and codes of 
conduct on everybody within their territory. The core team scouts for other hard boys in the 
area to join the cult group over time.

A key informant police officer explains that most of these criminal gangs have tattoos branded 
on their skins during initiation by which a member can be recognized. Recruitment is through 
voluntary initiation, kidnapping and abduction. Refusal to join can lead to execution. Offshoots, 
factions and affiliations exist within and between cult groups. However, affiliations are not based 
on any serious ideological foundation or consideration, but on economic interest that prevails 
at certain times. Cult groups which once operated together can subsequently become rivals.

Violence is the method of operation for all gang activities. It defines interactions within groups. 
Intimidation, harassment, assault, murder, rape, abduction and armed robbery are known 
processes of engagement. Group attack on entire communities is also on the increase. Parts 
of Port Harcourt are known to have been theatres of war between rival gangs, leading to the 
large–scale displacement of persons living in these places. Cult groups have become self–styled 
liberators of communities. A common occurrence and one causing extreme concern among 
the populace is that of vendetta killings of parents, siblings, friends and even neighbours of 
rival gang members (Oruwari & Owei, 2006).

6.4 Factors responsible for crimes emergence from slums

From key informants, it was extracted that six key factors were responsible for the emergence 
of crime. These include youth unemployment and poverty, indulgence in consumption of illicit 
drugs, peer pressure, small arms proliferation and inadequate or low crime control by the police. 
This was also corroborated by the report of Oruwari and Owei, (2006) and Maduawuchi and 
Amadi–Oparaeli (2021). The highest crime rates often take place in the poorest neighbourhoods 
of the city and four of the main causative explanations are cultural patterns; level of intelligence; 
income inequality and poverty; and residential segregation (Macionis & Parrillo, 2010). Key 
informants further explained that most rural–urban migrants take years before they secure 
a job and that most of them find jobs where they earn so little and thus, occasionally dabble 
into crimes to augment their low income. This was also supported by the UN–Habitat (2003).
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6.5  Key Informants’ Responses to Crime and Slum Nexus

The following key informants’ responses are recorded and presented.

6.5.1 Responses by the Community Stakeholders

A community stakeholder claims that people generally have a deep distrust for the police, as 
they are believed to be colluding with the criminals. He said ‘We the local people living in this 
area have made alternative arrangements to provide our security. We have mobilized our youths, 
who are not cult members into vigilante groups with the major motive of providing security. We 
pay security levies and hold regular meetings with the vigilante groups. Strangers are subject to 
“stop and search” and those who look suspicious are arrested until they are properly identified. 
Again, once it is 9 pm, all known access points into our neighbourhoods are blocked with access 
granted after a thorough search has been done. The vigilante boys patrol all night and receive or 
give “intelligence reports” on security in the neighbourhood’. When asked if he or members of 
his family or neighbours have been victims of crime before, his answer was direct yes. He said, 
‘we are living here does not mean that we are not affected; if not why pay for vigilante? It is a day–
to–day affair with theft, assault, and break–ins. Our daughters were molested and we cannot say 
anything. Will you fight someone with a gun or with a cutlass? He asked. We will park out when 
the condition improves. Suggesting that their stay in the area is temporary and the proclivity to 
relocate to a better accommodation once disposal income improves.

6.5.2 Responses from a repentant cultist interviewed in Diobu

A repentant cultist interviewed said that there are cult groups that consist of a few youths 
(especially males) who operate at the level of the neighbourhood. They gather around local 
drinking parlours, drug distribution joints, hotels and even bus stops and engage in criminal 
acts of stealing, rape, murder and extortion. He said that their victims are intimidated with 
weapons and then harassed and assaulted. Any time fuel is scarce, he said, ‘they engage in the 
illegal sale of fuel and openly control access to petrol stations through the imposition of “entry 
fees” on motorists. Murder and arson are common in these cult groups as they jostle for territorial 
control. Their membership consists mostly of school dropouts and unemployed youths. In the 
neighbourhoods where they operate; it is common to find corpses of murdered victims on the streets 
for which neither the residents nor the police can give account. Over time, one of them emerges 
as a strong man and leads the cult, mobilizing the members to terrorize their neighbourhood, the 
city and outside the city. The police know some of the cult members and also their homes but will 
not be willing to put them under surveillance or confront them because some of them do business 
with us and do not want to die. You know that we also maintain esprit de corp and we will protect 
the identity of other of our members even when caught. We don’t disclose information easily 
even to the point of being killed because most of us have taken a blood–oath of secrecy under our 
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traditional religious covenants’.

6.5.3  Responses by a repentant cultist in Marine Base

A key informant (repentant Cultist) in Marine Base stated, “Crime is hard work. When I was 
with them, we take weeks and even months to plan for a serious hit. Though the police are afraid 
of us, we are also scared of them so our leader will bring a native doctor to come and prepare us 
in our base before we move. With the charm, we get moral and spiritual protection against any 
bullet in case they appear in the scene. We are so prepared for serious offences such as robbery 
and kidnapping and we are mostly armed”. He stated further that “they find it difficult to avoid 
crime due to the oath that they have taken, charms that they have swallowed and the need for 
survival. When asked about the set of people that are involved, he said, both the young and old, 
and even women (married and single) are involved in the act. Some of the women play the role of 
coded informants while others are gallant”. When asked how they get their weapons, He said; 
‘from the security of course. They do business with us daily. We also get local guns (pistols) from 
our leaders. Some politicians give us money and we use it to buy weapons. Some politicians even 
bring Kala (machine gun) for us (coded) with the agreement to return it but we do not return it 
since they do not also fulfil their part of the agreement. They send security operatives against us. 
We rub minds with them. Although some greedy police men use to kill some of our boys and run 
away. We will then use the anger after days of mourning to terrorize the city. It is not easy at all’.

Other sources disclosed were armed robbery, protection money, contribution by members who 
have jobs such as commercial bus drivers and artisans, “retainership’ fees from local politicians 
and drugs. Prostitutes are made to buy “landing rights” or asked to relocate. When asked if 
they live in the slum and why they are rarely arrested? He gave a yes and a no answer. ‘You 
know that it is almost impossible for the police in Nigeria to investigate top government officials 
properly and by this implication, most cult leaders are hiding behind major politicians. The gang 
leaders don’t all live in the slums. They only come to the slum when they have committed a crime.

6.5.4 Responses from Security Agents

A major problem confronting the security agents especially the police force, according to a police 
officer of the Bundu police post is the people’s distrust of the police. He said, “The ordinary 
people had refused to trust officers of the police force”. They believed that the police officers are 
working in cahoots with the criminals and that it is the police officers that are giving weapons 
to some of the cult groups and also providing security protection for their leaders. He said 
that the police are also accused of taking punitive measures against perceived enemies of these 
cult leaders. There is, therefore, no solid synergy between the police and the masses”. Another 
police officer interviewed said the following; what those boys are carrying is not sticks but real 
guns. There is no motivation and even no good security gadgets that will enable you to confront 
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and track them down. If you go for some of those missions and you die, you die for your family. 
So many police officers have been killed by hoodlums and there is no single alarm. Even when 
we are invited, we use our heads by blowing the siren. Do you know what that means? He asked.

When asked whether legislation can tackle the urban cult or crime problem in Port Harcourt, 
a senior police officer was uncertain. He responded that ‘legislation would bring awareness of 
the problem but won’t. It must be applied equally across the board to produce results. No amount 
of legislation can wipe out the cults and their crime and the elimination of cult groups requires a 
proactive reorientation of the attitudes and mindset first of the youths, then the entire populace 
especially the political class, the armed forces and police. Otherwise, the legislation will be subject 
to abuse, especially by the privileged groups in society. 

6.5.5 Responses by the Rivers State Government

First, the Rivers State Government acknowledged the existence of over one hundred (100) cult 
groups in Rivers State (Vanguard, 2007; The news writer, August 2015). Secondly, the Rivers 
State Government enacted laws aimed at fighting insecurity and crime (Daily Trust, Friday 
16th March 2018). Thirdly, the Rivers State government allowed repentant cultists to embrace 
amnesty; fourthly, the Rivers State government demolished major slums in Port Harcourt (Fig 3).

a. List of Secret Cult Groups in Rivers State

For a list of the cult groups existing in Rivers State that was acknowledged by the Rivers State 
government (Table 2).

b. Laws aimed at fighting cultism and crime

The following are the laws enacted to fight cultism and crime in Rivers state; 
i. Secret Cult and Similar Activities (Prohibition) Law, No. 6 of 2004 amended and named 

the Rivers State Anti–cultism law No. 2 of 2018.
ii. The Rivers State Neighbourhood Watch Safety Corp Law No. 6 of 2018; 
iii. The Rivers State Anti–kidnap (Prohibition) (Amendment) Law No. 7 of 2018 with severe 

consequences upon conviction like the death penalty, life imprisonment and demolition 
and or taking over of properties owned or used by kidnapers by the government.

c. Grant of Opportunity for Repentant Cultists to Embrace Amnesty 

The state government pledges to rehabilitate any cult member who renounces his/her membership 
and hands over arms in his/her possession. The State Government pledged to offer them money 
ranging from 10,000 naira to 100,000 naira and also jobs depending on the calibre of the guns 
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returned. About 22,430 militants and cultists embraced the amnesty offer of the Rivers State 
government and surrendered arms and ammunition totalling 911 arms, 7,661 ammunition 
and 147 explosives (The Guardian, 2016).

d. Slums Demolished in Port Harcourt

In July 2008, the Rivers State government as part of its programme of urban renewal declared 
plans to demolish all waterfront settlements which are tagged slum neighbourhoods in the 
city of Port Harcourt. Njemanze community was demolished in 2009 and Abonnema Wharf 
waterfront was demolished on Wednesday 27 June 2012 (Amnesty International, 2012). The 
demolitions were done under the supervision of heavily armed security personnel (members of 
the Joint Task Force, Operation Polo Shield). According to the Rivers State government (RSG), 
the demolitions were carried out “for security reasons” (Amnesty International, 2012). Recently, 
precisely in February 2022, the Rivers State government demolished nine (9) waterfront slum 
neighbourhoods of Abba, Elechi, Nnanka, Uruala, Afikpo, Ojike, Akuzu, Egede and Soku streets 
in the Diobu area of the Port Harcourt City Local Government Area after issuing a seven–day 
demolition notice. The slums were demolished because residents are selling illegally refined 
petroleum products in the area (Punch newspaper of 3rd February, 2022). ‘The bulldozers rolled 
into Urualla, Port Harcourt, early on 30 January. By the end of the day, hundreds of people were 
homeless; their belongings scattered and lost, as government clearances of waterfront slums in the 
southern Nigerian city got underway. Over six days, the homes of more than 15,000 families in 
eight slum communities in the Diobu area of the city were destroyed. Another three neighbourhoods 
were earmarked to be cleared. (The Guardian, 2022).

6.5.6 Responses from Director, Rivers State Ministry of Physical Planning and Urban 
Development.

A key informant (Director) in the Rivers State Ministry of Physical Planning and Urban 
Development stated this: ‘The waterfronts are a source of both positive and negative informal 
activities. When negative informality has become endemic, the government must decide what 
to do to secure the life and property of the residents. The rate of crime in Port Harcourt with its 
source from the waterfronts became unbearable. The government had to respond. We on our 
part only obeyed the appropriate directives. We served both quit notices, waited for its time to 
elapse, went in and served demolition notice and also waited for the time to elapse giving room 
for slum residents to quit before finally, the demolition was done”. The key informant was asked 
if the needed things like relocation plan and payment of compensations were done before the 
demolition of the watersides. His response was that: ‘before the demolition, several focus group 
discussions were held with the representatives of those slums and they were made to understand 
that the government is very serious with her urban renewal programme. For Abonnema waterfront 
and Njamanze waterfront demolition, because of the level of compliance by the people, heavy 
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compensations were paid. Compensation was not paid to the residents in the Elechi–Urualla 
waterside demolition because the residents refused to comply with the demands of the government 
as they were grossly involved in serious illegal crude oil theft and artisanal refining of petroleum 
products popularly known as “Kpofire” which is a major source of soot. Is it not better government 
clears the place with no life lost than allow fire from their illegal fuel dumps to invade the whole 
area and wipe out both the shanties and innocent people?”

7.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The relationship between crime and slums cannot be underestimated. Urban cult groups and their 
crimes have been a major topic in the news. The high–density marginal waterside settlements 
(slums) in Port Harcourt which provides the cheapest forms of housing for the urban poor are 
alleged to be the source of organized crimes and transit base for victims of kidnap for ransom 
to be transported to the creeks of the Niger Delta. The government and the policing system 
have failed in this context. The people have developed a deep distrust for the police, accusing 
them of collusion. The fear of crime has therefore been heightened in civil society. The rich 
are building bunkers and engaging in different unsustainable urban design security practices 
while the poor are mobilizing their youths, who are not cult members, into vigilante groups, 
resorting to self–help and the participation of non–state actors in urban crime management. 
The repercussion is rivalry and violence between cult groups and vigilante groups. The Rivers 
State government has responded by enacting laws, declaring amnesty to repentant cultists and 
demolition of slums.

The youths should be given proper orientation and reorientation, direction and appropriate 
training that will make them employers of labour rather than staying unemployed and yielding 
to crimes. The Rivers State government should have a record of what the repentant cultists are 
doing and encourage them and their families with training, employment and affordable housing. 
The criminal justice system and law enforcement agents that are operational must ensure that 
ungovernable enclaves and crime hotspots are adequately tackled and security restored. The 
government should buy good gadgets and install street furniture and communication devices for 
real–time monitoring of the city. The police need reorientation against bribery and corruption 
and retraining in the advanced security system. Re–establishing residents’ trust and synergy 
will contribute to the security architecture. 

The government should embark on urban renewal schemes and poverty reduction strategies, 
inclusiveness and access to affordable housing as a panacea to the crime and slum situation in Port 
Harcourt rather than demolition and rendering people homeless. This will truncate the vicious 
circle of transferring the crime and slum menace to other locations, only for the government 
to later embark on total clearance. A well–articulated pro–poor policy using instruments of 
urban planning and management will cut the crime and slum menace in Port Harcourt city. 
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ABSTRACT

Kidnapping now appears to be an emerging concern in Nigeria. 
Although, it is not a new phenomenon, it is as old as the word 
itself. The study assessed the socio–economic implications of child 
kidnapping and abduction in South Western Nigeria, using Akure 
in Ondo State as a case study. This was carried out by identifying the 
factors responsible for child kidnap and abduction, examination of the 
effect of child kidnapping on the children and parents, assessment of 
level of security and identification of areas prone to kidnapping and 
abduction in the study area. The study adopted random sampling 
technique, in the selection of respondents. Data collected were 
presented using tables graphs and charts. The findings showed that 
71.9% of the total population agreed that about 11 or more children 
had been kidnapped within the last 5years, 58% agreed that the 
children became very uncomfortable after release, 68% agreed that it 
also affected their ability to relate with their peers, 100% agreed that 
the self–esteem of the children was affected. 60.6% felt dissatisfied 
with the way the Nigeria Police Force handled its occurrence and 
68.8% of respondents mentioned that they no longer feel safe walking 
in the dark. The study therefore recommended that adequate security 
should be provided, offenders are to be penalized, children should be 
educated on what to do in case of suspicious movement around them, 
economic revitalization and empowerment schemes and programs 
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should be considered for improved standard of living especially for 
low–income earners, and government should ensure even distribution 
of infrastructure with a view to reducing marginalization.

Keywords: Socio–economic, Child Kidnapping, Abduction, Urban 
Security

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Kidnapping can be seen as false imprisonment in the sense that it involves the illegal confinement 
of individual against his or her own will by another individual in such a way as to violate the 
confined individual’s right to be free from the restraint of movement (Turner, 1998). This is 
often done for ransom or in furtherance of another crime. No one is free from being kidnapped 
(Turner (1998), Ngwama (2014)). In Nigeria, the kidnappers are everywhere targeting both 
foreigners and non–foreigners alike with little or no resistance from our law enforcement agents. 
Civil unrest, terror threats, endemic corruption and ongoing abductions of Nigerians, including 
the well–publicized kidnapping of school–girls by terrorist group Boko Haram, underscore 
the continuing challenges of combating modern slavery in Nigeria (The Global Slavery Index, 
2014). Kidnapping now appears to be an emerging concern in Nigeria. Although, it is not a 
new phenomenon, it is as old as the word itself. However, the motive may vary from country to 
country. The kidnappers who can be very erratic, have been found to engage in the criminality 
for several complex motives ranging from unemployment, idleness, vengeance, rituals, monetary 
gains and political reasons (Adewale, 2009). In 2006, the militants of the Niger Delta took 
hostages to protest the inequality in the region. According to the militants, Nigeria is built at 
the expense of the region, which serves as the source of income for the whole country. The 
action, which started from the kidnapping of expatriate workers, has now moved to politicians, 
religious leaders and their children. Reuters (2009) pointed out that 512 kidnapping cases were 
reported in the year 2009, up from 353 for all of 2008 (Ngwama, 2014). The kidnapping of 250 
girls at Government Girl Secondary School in Chibok, Borno State in 2014 and many more by 
Boko Haram represent the growing incidence of the kidnapping in Nigeria. This widening scale 
of insecurity in Nigeria has become a cause for concern as it affects all regardless of ethnicity 
and religion. Churches, mosques, markets, schools, homes and the highway, all are susceptible 
to this menace. The abductees and their families, children and friends are traumatized by the 
ordeal of kidnapping even foreign investors are scared away from Nigeria (Ngwama, 2014).

Most would agree that child abduction is one of the more stressful types of criminal victimization. 
Yet, little is known about how parents of victims actually cope with the grief of their child’s 
abduction. Research has shown that the psychological and emotional effects of any criminal 
victimization can be severe, especially if the crime is a violation of a personal relationship or 
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if it deprives the victims of their sense of personal control (Davis, Taylor, & Rabun, 1996). 
Although most abduction cases are resolved without grave harm to children, the children may 
still suffer adverse consequences. Parents experience this trauma vicariously with their children, 
and parents also may struggle with their own feelings of incompetence, guilt, helplessness, or 
insecurity (Klass, 1988) (Rando, 1986). Therefore, this research intends to look into the spatial 
analysis of child kidnapping and abduction in Akure, it will cover activities which include child 
kidnapping, causes of child kidnapping, factors affect the security system in Akure, Ondo State 
Nigeria.

The modern usage of the term ‘kidnapping’ dates back to 17th Century Britain where infants 
(‘kids’) of rich families were ‘napped’ (caught in the sleep) for ransom. Child abduction has 
become a public social issue that has captured the attention of many in the last 2 decades. 
Vivid accounts of child abduction are portrayed in the media, particularly of high–profile 
stranger abductions (Tzanelli, 2006). The increasing rate of child kidnapping in Nigerian cities 
is becoming warisome. This study analyzed child kidnap and abduction in Akure, Nigeria by 
identifying the factors responsible for child kidnap and abduction; examining the effect of child 
kidnapping on parents and families; assessing the level of security in the study area as well as 
identifying the common types of child abduction in Akure and evaluating the areas that are 
prone to kidnapping and abduction in in the city. 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

In Nigeria, child kidnapping and abduction happens in two ways; family abduction and non–
family abduction. The most common type of abduction is family abduction, which occurs 
when a child is taken by a parent or family member, where the event involves intent to deprive 
a lawful guardian of custodial privileges (Agopian, 1981) (Finkelhor, Hammer, & Sedlak, 
2002). Family abductions often occur because of dissatisfaction with custodial arrangements 
following a divorce, marital separation, or the breakup of a non–marital relationship (Agopian, 
1981) (Greif & Hegar, 1994). Because family abductions may occur in a context of stress and 
family conflict, the abduction incident can have an additive effect on individual and family 
stress levels (Greif & Hegar, 1994). The second type of disappearance, non–family abduction, 
is defined as an incident in which a stranger or non–familial acquaintance takes or detains a 
child without lawful authority or permission from parents or legal guardians (Baker, Burgess, 
Rabun, & Nahirny, 2002). The more dangerous type of non–family abduction is referred to as 
stereotypical abduction, or abduction perpetrated by a stranger or slight acquaintance, which 
occurs in conjunction with ransom, murder or with the intent to keep the child permanently 
(Asdigian, Finkelhor, & Hotaling, 1995). 
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2.1  Nature and theories of kidnapping

Etymologically, the concept of kidnapping is derived from two English root words, namely ‘kid’ 
(meaning infant) and ‘napping’ (meaning to be caught sleeping). The practice dates back to 
17th Century in Britain, whence infants (kids) of rich families would be ‘napped’ (caught in the 
sleep) for ransom (Tzanelli, 2006). In its earliest manifestation, the phenomenon of kidnapping 
took the form of child abduction for ransom (Ezeibe & Eze, 2012). Over the years, however, 
kidnapping has metamorphosed into a sophisticated organized crime, with immense political 
and economic underpinnings. Recent developments point to the fact that the crime has evolved 
into a sort of franchise, with appreciable trappings of business–like exchange (Tzanelli, 2006).

Several theories have been put forward to explain kidnapping within the Nigerian context. 
Accordingly, the “Economic Theory” views kidnapping from economic concept of making ends 
to meet. Tzanelli (2006). (Gerth & Mills, 1948) have raised the idea that kidnapping is regulated 
by the laws of demand and supply and is a type of social action that involves the calculation on 
the most efficient means to the desired ends. 

Kidnapping is a social enterprise and according to (The Nation Newspaper, 2002) “kidnappers 
are businessmen, they just happen to be on the illegal side of it. If you deprive them of the 
demand, then there is not going to be any supply. This is the reason why perpetrators of this 
crime choose their victims based on their ability to cough out huge amount of money. As 
kidnapping was first used as a weapon to fight for economic and environmental justice in the 
Niger Delta, the economic motivation was intermittently used as a means to fund and sustain 
the fight. The beginning of 2007 saw the emergence of various deviant groups by various names 
that were hidden under liberation struggle to commit economic crimes. 

The” Political theory” of kidnapping sees the act as a political tool which is motivated by 
attempt to suppress, outsmart, intimidate and subjugate political opponents, like the case in 
Anambra State when the former Central Bank governor who then was People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) gubernatorial candidate had his father kidnapped by the aggrieved opponents of 
the same party who felt marginalized by their party’s political process. Turner(1998) established 
relationship between “money and politics” accordingly, where there are political motivations 
for kidnapping and where ransoms were demanded. Such ransoms are often used to further 
the political objectives of the kidnapping organization or simply to facilitate the survival of 
the organization. Nseabasi(2010) in his treatise stated that the most top kidnapping operations 
are masterminded by government officials, opposition groups, unrewarded or uncompensated 
members of election rigging militant groups, among others. Kidnapping is then seen as 
instrument for political vendetta and settling of political scores. The operation was organized 
and targeted mainly at key serving politicians or expatriates (foreign workers) or contractors 
working directly for government they affirmed. Once the victim is kidnapped, a high–level 
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negotiation is expected which will ultimately lead to a very heavy ransom. Such a ransom 
will be used to further political goals, self–settling of aggrieved groups or a way of financially 
crippling a serving politician.

Another theory views kidnapping from the angle of unemployment, which pervade the countries 
labor market. This is blame on the inability of the government to create adequate employment 
for the youth. Umoh(2010) posited that the political consequence of kidnapping activity has 
had a spillover influence on the jobless youths and criminals who take it as a new substitute 
or complement to robbery and pick pocketing. Such a group of kidnappers targets not only 
prominent and well–off individuals but also ordinary citizens who possess little wealth. The 
common target includes every perceived person with prospects of high and lucrative ransom 
including teenagers, children and adults alike. 

2.2 Kidnapping in Nigeria 

In Nigeria, kidnapping is continually increasing and it is an issue that has long–plagued the 
people in the country into the state of fear. Rivalries between slave traders in the nineteenth 
century resulted in raids, kidnapping, and piracy (Osumah & Aghedo, 2014). Some academics 
identified the Nigerian Civil War of the 1970s as a catalyst for the increase in kidnappings in 
Nigeria. During the civil war, many Nigerian youths gained military experience, in conjunction 
with interactions or engagement in criminal activity. It is also noted in the same study that the 
breakdown of traditional Nigerian community system, as the country became increasingly 
urbanized, also contributed to the kidnapping culture in Nigeria. In this hypothesis, it is believed 
that the breakdown of the traditional way of life led to a breakdown in the social controls that 
are often associated with tight–knit rural villages. With little or no social controls, crime was 
allowed to take root throughout the country with little interference (Nwadairo, Emmanuel, 
& Nkwocha, 2011). Post–2000 patterns of kidnapping in Nigeria are primarily credited as 
starting with the February 2006 kidnapping of oil workers by Nigerian militants. It is widely 
accepted that this particular kidnapping was conducted to draw international media attention 
to the disparity of wealth in the Niger Delta (Inyang & Ubong, 2013). From then, a total of 
24 incidents, involving 118 hostages were documented in the Niger Delta as at 2009 (Ibaba, 
2009). At the same time, kidnapping began to spread to other parts of the country, particularly 
to the Southeastern States (Osumah & Aghedo, 2014). Overall, a major reason for this initial 
increase of kidnapping in Nigeria is because of its utility in gaining international press and 
media attention.

Many reasons were given as probable causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. Inyang (2009) linked 
the problem of unemployment as one of such reasons why kidnapping in Nigeria is often 
associated with youth. The study accepted the widely acknowledged adage, which says, “an idle 
mind is the devil’s workshop” to present the situation of unemployment in Nigeria. The author 
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noted that there are uncountable able–bodied men and women in Nigeria roaming the streets 
in search of non–existing jobs. Out of frustration together with mounting responsibilities to 
tackle, many idle young persons have ventured into criminal activity of which kidnapping is 
not an exemption. Furthermore, (Inyang, 2009) also believed that, the proliferation of arms 
because of political patronage of miscreant who were dumped after elections may indirectly 
encourage and enhanced kidnapping. He further likened today’s kidnapping situation to the 
scourge of arm robbery in the early 1980s where many young able–bodied men who fought 
during the Nigerian civil war were discharged and sent home with nothing. Meanwhile since 
the schools they left behind were destroyed and there were no jobs to engage them and keep 
them busy, many of them consequently took to armed robbery, as ex–soldiers they were armed 
with weapons, having acquired the skills and guns during the war. The story is almost the same 
today as politicians employ idle youths as political thugs and later dumped them after elections. 
Similarly, just as the oil boom in the 1970s increased the scale of armed robbery dramatically 
in the country, the stupendous empowerment of political office holders and their cronies have 
led many who are far away from these juicy government contracts to turn to kidnapping in 
order to have their share of the “national cake” as their reward. (Inyang & Abraham, 2013)

Also, many people today who are desperate in economic and social needs are often the ones who 
commit kidnappings. So where the gap between the rich and the poor is constantly widening and 
where the possibilities to earn money in an honest way are often difficult to attain, kidnapping 
turns out be a lucrative means to fall back on and to draw attention to what is considered an 
intolerable situation. Nwaorah(2009) noted that, in a situation where government officials, 
especially top ranked persons in civil services who are custodian of government resources 
spend recklessly or loot, it could automatically encourage few of the dissatisfied persons to 
vent their anger on them and their relatives. Ogbaido (2009) agreed that “the issue of poverty 
and unemployment of youths as well as social injustice and ‘unfair distribution of the nation’s 
resources are potent causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. These factors have caused the youths to 
engage in kidnapping and criminal activities as a way of getting their share of nation’s wealth”. 
He blamed the federal government for lack of equity and fairness in the business of governance 
as well as lack of responsible leadership that is not complacent or gives incentives to people’s 
yearnings and aspirations. Larsen (2014) asserted that in Nigeria, some kidnappers are educated 
young adults, and many even possessed college degrees. This is a unique element with respect 
to the situation in Nigeria. A significant problem throughout Nigeria is that the country has a 
large number of educated, yet jobless, youth. Inyang & Abraham(2013) stated that a “graduate 
who is unable to secure a job is psychologically bereft of other means of survival.” This situation 
can lead to the youth developing a negative attitude towards society and then attributing his or 
her failure to society at large. Given the lack of employment opportunities and consequently 
the uncertain future, young Nigerians are forced to engage in unorthodox livelihoods sources 
while others engage in casual work which is highly irregular.
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2.2.1 Causes of Kidnapping in Nigeria 

In Nigeria, specifically, the crime of kidnapping has increased significantly during the last 40–50 
years, but it is an issue that has long–plagued the country. Rivalries between slave traders in 
the nineteenth century resulted in raids, kidnapping and piracy (Osumah & Aghedo, 2014). 
Many reasons have been given as the causes of kidnapping. Scholars like Thom–Otuya(2010), 
Arewa (2013), Inyang & Ubong(2013), Essien & Ben(2013), Inyang (2009) gave the following 
factors as the causes of kidnapping; militancy, proliferation of arms and military uniform, 
poverty, unemployment, moral decadence and get rich quick syndrome, greed, corruption, 
poor governance and problems with law enforcement.

2.3 Prevalence of Kidnapping in Nigeria 

2.3.1 Militancy

Prior to the Niger Delta crisis (1999–2009), kidnapping as an organized crime or a franchise 
was seldom prominent in Nigeria. The sudden surge in the crime over the years has been 
attributed to the Niger Delta crisis; where people are agitating for a better socio–economic 
and infrastructural development of the oil–rich region. Media accounts showed that militant 
youths of the region started kidnapping as a way of getting the international community to 
develop interest in the agitation (Raheed, 2008). Inyang (2009) noted that this was the initial 
intention of the Niger Delta militants who engaged in abducting expatriate workers of the oil 
exploring multinational cooperation in Port Harcourt who were operating from a number of 
rig sites. Notable examples are given for the purpose of this report: Dode (2007), noted that in 
2006, when kidnappers abducted six expatriates from Shell Oil Company premises the company 
was forced to close down and this led to the loss of millions of standard cubic feet per day of 
gas production for the country. In December 2008, Owen, an expatriate oil worker with Exxon 
Mobil was kidnapped in a church premise close to his home and the Mobil quarters in Eket. 
He was later released a few days after a stipulated ransom had been paid to the kidnappers 
(Inyang & Abraham, 2013). The huge ransom paid to secure the release of the expatriates soon 
became bait. It became an energizer to the militants to go for more. Soon, it became a huge 
racket and money–making venture for both the abductors and the negotiators (Raheed, 2008). 
Also, this crime became a booming franchise in the South–Eastern part of Nigeria, with Abia 
and Anambra States as critical flash–points. Available statistics reveal that kidnapping has 
been on the rise in Nigeria over the recent years. In 2006, for instance, a total of 189 cases of 
kidnapping were officially recorded in the country (Alemika, 2012).

2.3.2 Terrorism

The Boko Haram launched insurgency since 2010 fighting in Northern Nigeria and the Lake 
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Chad Basin has claimed at least 20,000 lives. The Jihadist group, which claims to want to build 
an Islamic state, has repeatedly attacked educational institutions, particularly those teaching 
a secular curriculum. According to UNICEF, Boko Haram insurgents have killed some 2,300 
teachers and destroyed some 1,400 schools throughout Nigeria’s three North–Eastern states, 
Borno, Adamawa and Yobe since 2009.Insurgents have kidnapped hundreds of students, among 
thousands of other civilians (UNICEF, 2017). The abduction of 276 schoolgirls from Chibok in 
Borno state in 2014 was the most notorious case of such kidnapping (Habila, 2016).It aroused 
global outrage as well as widespread criticism of then–President Goodluck Jonathan’s government 
(Nnamdi & Obe, 2018). Fifty–seven of the girls escaped within hours of their kidnapping, 
103 were released following negotiations between the government and insurgents, while four 
reportedly escaped. The 103 Chibok girls that were let go were released in two batches (21 in 
October, 2016 and 82 in May, 2017) after negotiations with the government brokered by the 
Swiss government. 

2.4  Socio–Economic Factors Facilitating Kidnapping in Nigeria 

2.4.1 Leadership Failure 

The current state of anomie on our political history could be blamed on poor leadership elite 
who are unresponsive to this state of insecurity as they over concentrate on how to acquire 
political power. They place and give little or no value to matters concerning greater nation 
aspiration and the dignity of lives of the people. Increasing rate of kidnapping and other 
criminal activities is a direct consequence of failure of leadership. Our political leadership is 
too engrossed with issue of power acquisition because of what they personally get out of it and 
negates the responsibilities expected of them. The character of our political leadership at all 
levels contradicts the logic and philosophy of governance which essentially is the promotion 
of human dignity and the protection of core values of society. 

2.4.2 Poor security system 

While there is need to condemn these acts of criminality, there is need also to condemn the 
security agencies for incompetence and complicity on their part. There is the need to restate that 
the Federal Government which has the exclusive power over security matters immediately put 
in place a mechanism for ending the booming kidnapping or hostage–taking racket particularly 
in some parts of the country, anything short of ending the prevailing tension, regime of fear and 
general insecurity is unacceptable to the Nigerians who have waited in vain for the realization 
of the promises of democratic governance since 1999. The negative impact of the worrying 
trend on the economic well–being of the country was also lost on government. Wogu (2010) 
described the incident as a violent assault on the dignity and right of Nigeria workers.
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2.4.3 Loss of societal value 

Onovo (2010) opined that the high wave of crime in the country, especially in the South–East, 
and South–South is fundamentally due to materialism and loss of societal values, noting that 
people were ready to do anything to get rich and be celebrated in the society. While also blaming 
the wave of kidnapping and armed robbery in these areas on unemployment, he pointed out 
that most of the graduates of Nigerian universities are half–baked and cannot defend their 
certificates. He suggested the need to resuscitate many industries like the Nkalagu Cement 
Company that have been moribund which could employ 50,000 people while Nigerian Railway 
Corporation could employ 78,000 people if fully operational. The religious leaders should join 
in fighting this war by stopping celebration of people who embezzle public funds and are of 
questionable character. “Traditional rulers should also stop conferring titles on them because 
they encourage them to continue by doing so,” Onovo (2010) affirmed. 

2.4.4 Unemployment 

Every year, Nigerian universities graduate numerous students from higher institutions of learning 
with no job in view. Okoro (2010), states that it is no longer news that the unemployment factor 
in Nigeria with its alarmingly increasing rate, is among the country’s top five headaches. Neither 
is it news that this evil monster, unemployment, has succeeded massively in pouring into the 
minds of its victims, bright but negative thoughts and ideas on how to make fast cash, by ignoring 
all cautions. The newest idea seems strongly to be ‘kidnapping.’ It was not until the late 1990s 
that the kidnapping business became popular as a route to consider, especially amongst the 
militant groups in the oil–rich Niger Delta (Okoro, 2010). It was all along considered a veritable 
tool in fighting the refusal of oil operators to install in host communities some developmental 
projects, for constantly sucking their resources–oil. Victims were usually foreigners, who were 
either staffers or expatriates of an oil operator. They would be captured, kept safely away until 
some huge amount is paid for their release. This trend continued successfully for a long time. 
However, going by reports, a total of 353 kidnappings were reported in 2008. As at July 2018, 
an estimated 512 persons have been kidnapped in Nigeria. It must have slipped at some point 
into the minds of some group of unemployed buddies, to want to experiment with kidnapping 
their own black brothers and sisters, who are either oil workers, public figures or just wealthy. 
The experiment obviously turned out to be a huge job offer, for as much unemployed graduates 
who saw it as such. If the activities of kidnapping are not checked, everybody will become a 
potential target, even the so called ‘common man.’ If the Government, in their usual check–back 
approach, fails to address the unemployment situation in the country, soon the entire country 
may have to go for a ransom at one time or another. 
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2.5 Child abduction

Child abduction has become a public social issue that has captured the attention of many in 
the last 2 decades. Vivid accounts of child abduction are portrayed in the media, particularly of 
high–profile stranger abductions. Such overrepresentation triggers fear in almost all parents; most 
often, this fear is disproportionate to the actual risk. Most would agree that child abduction is 
one of the more stressful types of criminal victimization. Yet, little is known about how parents 
of victims actually cope with the grief of their child’s abduction. Research has shown that the 
psychological and emotional effects of any criminal victimization can be severe, especially if 
the crime is a violation of a personal relationship or if it deprives the victims of their sense 
of personal control (Davis, Taylor, & Rabun, 1996). Results from National Incidence Studies 
of Missing, Abducted, Runaway, and Throwaway Children (NISMART) study, conducted 
in 1999, showed that there were an estimated 797,500 children reported missing between 
1988 and 1999, and of these children 45% were runaways, 7% were missing due to family 
abduction, 2% were missing due to non–family abduction, and the remaining children were 
missing without explanation (Finkelhor, Hammer, & Sedlak, 2002). Most missing children are 
recovered almost immediately and nearly all are recovered alive. Of those children who are 
murdered, 90% are killed within the first 24 hours (Hanfland, Keppel, & Weis, 1997).The most 
common type of abduction is family abduction, which occurs when a child is taken by a parent 
or family member, where the event involves intent to deprive a lawful guardian of custodial 
privileges (Agopian, 1981). According to NISMART–2, it is estimated that in 1999 about 
203,900 children were missing because of family abduction (Finkelhor, Hammer, & Sedlak, 
2002). Family abductions often occur because of dissatisfaction with custodial arrangements 
following a divorce, marital separation, or the breakup of a non–marital relationship (Agopian, 
1981) (Greif & Hegar, 1994). Because family abductions may occur in a context of stress and 
family conflict, the abduction incident can have an additive effect on individual and family 
stress levels (Greif & Hegar, 1994). The second type of disappearance, nonfamily abduction, 
is defined as an incident in which a stranger or non–familial acquaintance takes or detains a 
child without lawful authority or permission from parents or legal guardians (Baker, Burgess, 
Rabun, & Nahirny, 2002). The NISMART–2 estimated that in 1999 there were about 58,200 
child victims of nonfamily abduction, or about 2% of all child abductions in that year. Nearly 
one third of the perpetrators of nonfamily abductions were strangers to the children (Finkelhor, 
Hammer, & Sedlak, 2002). The more dangerous type of non–family abduction is referred to as 
stereotypical abduction, or abduction perpetrated by a stranger or slight acquaintance, which 
occurs in conjunction with ransom, murder or with the intent to keep the child permanently 
(Asdigian, Finkelhor, & Hotaling, 1995). The NISMART–2 estimated that in 1999 less than 1% 
of all non–family abductions were stereotypical kidnappings; in 40% of these kidnappings the 
child was killed (Finkelhor, Hammer, & Sedlak, 2002).
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2.6 Child Kidnapping in the Southwest Nigeria 

The widespread of kidnapping in Nigeria has been a contagious disease to the South–West 
Nigeria. Many Youths have taken to the business of kidnapping with some godfathers working 
behind the scene. People no longer sleep with their two eyes closed (Adewale, 2009). The crime 
of kidnapping has created serious security challenges for the southwest especially within Lagos, 
Ogun, and Ondo as it affects secondary schools and create negative image for these states. 
Kidnapping of students have become a bullish market like armed robbery business. The rate 
of such menace is on the geometric progression while the security tactics of combating it is on 
arithmetic progression. Kidnapping is a social vice that bedevilled secondary school students in 
states. Our students have been the victims of such menace (Arewa, 2013). The palpable security 
challenges within the states especially within Ondo state. Kidnapping of secondary school 
students has become rampant and the high incidence of insecurity on students kidnapping have 
portends danger for the peace, progress and development in the state. Based on this premise, 
it is pertinent to note that economic depression, poverty, moral decadence, poor standard of 
living, high cost of living, inflation, graduate unemployment, poor parental upbringing, greed 
amongst the youth; get rich quick mentality, inadequate crime control and insecurity are the 
major problems contributing to the insecurity within this region. Kidnapping is a notorious 
and nefarious behavior orchestrated by criminal with the mind set of abducting and hostage 
children for ransom package. Child kidnapping is a nefarious, villainous, terrible and seasonal 
crime that portend security challenges in Southwest. The perpetrator involve: unemployed 
youth, gangster, community hooligans, land grabbers, terrorist, ritualist, spiritual father of 
different religious association.

2.7  Notable Cases of Children Abduction/Kidnapping and Security within Southwest 
of Nigeria 

Lagos State

It is obvious that kidnapping cases was rampant in secondary schools has the target of kidnapper 
in order to collect ransom fee from the rich parents. Some schools have started negotiating with 
some private security enterprise because are the main target of kidnappers and most of them 
don’t employ or equip armed guard to protect students (Arewa, 2013). If security guard were 
equipped with guns and other arm instrument, the attack will reduce to barest minimum if not 
totally eradicated. On Thursday, May 25, 2017 the notorious gang of gunmen abducted Six (6) 
students from Lagos State Model College, Igbonla, Epe, Lagos. Those students include: Yusuf 
Farouk, Ramon Isiaka, Pelumi Phillips, Peter Jonas, Adebanjo George and Judah Agbaosi. They 
were abducted at about 5am, when a section of the school fence was broken down. That was the 
second time of student abduction in the school in eight months. Three suspects were arrested 
in Benin, Edo State by Inspector General of Police’s intelligent response team in connection 
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with the student abduction. The suspects include: Egelu Endurance, 25 years, aka (Jubby); 
Stanley Yomi Irabomini, 25years, aka (Powei) and Bentel Endurance, 24years all from Ovia 
South Local Government Area of Edo State. The kidnappers had earlier demanded N1 Billion 
Naira ransom for the release of those students but it was later reduced to N600 Million Naira 
when the parents were asked to pay N100m for each student. February 2016, three students of 
Babington Macaulay Junior Seminary School, a private school in Ikorodu area of Lagos, were 
abducted by some gunmen. The kidnapper initially demanded N100m ransom for each victim 
but it was later reduced to N20m. the student regained freedom about a week later through 
the help Lagos state government and Nigerian Police (UINCEF, 2017). In Lagos, a notorious, 
dubious, high–profile kidnap kingpin called Chukwudi Onuamadike popularly known as 
Evans have been terrorizing Lagos Metropolis. Evans, a native of Nnewi of the Nnewi North 
Local Government Area of Anambra state went into kidnapping in 2005 when his spare part 
business collapsed in Lagos. Evans proclaimed that ransom for the release of his victims was 
usually paid in Dollars. The 36–year–old who dropped out of schools at Junior Secondary 
school 2 also confessed to have collect $4m ransom on several abductions. Evans was arrested 
on Saturday in his mansion at Magodo Estate, Lagos after a shootout with operatives of the 
Inspector General of Police Intelligence Response Team and men of the Lagos state Police 
Command (Nmamdi & Obe, 2018).

Ogun State

In January 2007, three students, three female supervisors, one female cook and a female Turkish 
teacher were also kidnapped at Nigeria Tulip International College, Isheri, Ogun State. The 
kidnappers demanded N1.2bn for the release of the abducted persons (The Punch Newspaper, 
2017).

Ondo State 

On 14th June, 2009, Iyabo Basaru, wife of the then state commissioner for Lands Sikiru Basaru 
was kidnapped along with her friend, Sola Alli, wife of the then permanent secretary in the state, 
by gunmen in front of Basaru’s house at Ajipowo area, Akure. Much of the violence in Ondo 
state was related to instances of petty crime and kidnappings. During the second half of 2012, 
violence sometimes had a political dimension in the context of a hotly contested gubernatorial 
election in October. Both the action gang violence in Akure increased around the time of the 
election and continued throughout 2013. The “Ade Basket Boys” are reportedly among the 
more active gangs in Akure and are believed to have been involved in riots leading up to the 
election as well as various criminal activities including armed robbery. Between March and May 
of 2012, eight prominent people were reportedly kidnapped for ransom in Akure, including 
family members of politicians and government officials, a journalist and a businessman. In 
May 2014, a woman suspected of trying to kidnap a child was lynched by a mob. In January 
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2014 in Akoko Southwest, gunmen reportedly kidnapped expatriates (Larsen, 2014; Punch 
Newspaper June, 2017).

2.8 Implication of child kidnapping

Irrespective of the type of kidnapping and the motive for its perpetration, the psychological 
and financial impact of the problem can be quite devastating, both for the victims and the 
significant others. Victims of kidnapping differ in age, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, level 
of education, and country of origin. Although anyone can become a victim of trafficking, 
certain populations are especially vulnerable to this form of victimization (Kaylor, 2015). The 
paper will examine the effect of child kidnapping on the victims, which is more common and 
a deep–rooted crime worldwide (Turner, 1998). 

2.8.1 Psychological/Emotional Effects

Not only does forceful removal of a child from the family traumatizes the victim, it also 
unravels the lives of the parents, family, and community (Orset, 2008). One common effect of 
the abduction which seemed memorably traumatic for those concerned, and which was raised 
many times was the lack of contact for many parents with their children during the period 
that they were away. This was often because the left–behind parent did not know the children’s 
whereabouts (Freeman, 2006). Child sexual abuse as a result of kidnapping also exposes child 
to the risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases. 

In some interviews, according to (Freeman, 2006), some left–behind parents disclosed having 
thoughts of extreme violence at that time as well as finding solace through religious faith. Others 
talked of their inability to settle while knowing that their children were somewhere else and of 
feeling constantly depressed and ill. Examples of this were given when these parents spoke of: 
losing their hair, physical sickness, becoming dependent on pills and alcohol, feeling suicidal, 
being unable to function properly, the feeling of helplessness, feeling “in limbo”, as if waiting 
for a medical diagnosis, and the fear of having lost their children forever. 

2.8.2 Social Effects and Loss of Properties

Inyang and Ubong (2013) classified these effects of kidnapping as direct and indirect costs. 
Direct Cost of Kidnapping involves the economic value that individuals and government may 
lose to kidnappers, much money has been paid as ransom. According to the former Inspector 
General of Police, Sir Mike Okiro, fifteen billion naira was paid as ransom to the kidnappers 
between 2006 and 2009 (Kyrian, 2009). The large sum of money spent as ransom payment could 
affect the state economy drastically. Many people kidnapped paid a lot of money as ransom. 
This situation affects both state and household economy. Some people usually go as far as 
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borrowing to bail their relatives out from the hands of hoodlums. Inyang and Ubong (2013) 
pointed out that in many cases; it is often the breadwinners of families that are usually targeted. 
The implication is always felt particularly within the family, whereby members of such families 
will have to feed themselves and adjust to their normal daily activities, until they secure the 
release of the victim. If the victim is a businessperson the business will suffer, if a civil servant or 
an artisan, the place of work will be affected adversely. In both cases, there is going to be some 
setback. If the victim works in an organization, the challenges to be experienced are enormous 
as the victim’s absence will impact in the system and the output may drop. In response to the 
security challenges, Lagos State government was reported to have spent three billion naira in 
two years on security alone (Soyombo, 2009). Because, large sum of money spent on ransom 
could affect the State economy drastically, as it could have been used for meaningful economic 
development. As a result of rampant kidnapping of students, broad–day and night travel has 
become a high risk venture and many school administrators, parents, teachers and students 
have been forced out of their newly completed schools or houses by kidnapper and inflict them 
with psychosomatic disorder because nobody know who will be next victims. Commercial 
motorcyclists have been banned from operation between 6.00am–6.30pm due to the fear of 
their involvement in kidnapping activities (Inyang and Abraham, 2013). Victims of kidnapping 
also suffer indirect cost from the incidents. Some of the victims are killed in the process of 
kidnapping; some sustain various levels of injuries like bullet wounds, which may deform them 
forever. Many victims suffer various degrees of assault, abuse and torture in the hands of the 
kidnappers. Some of the female victims are even rapped by the kidnappers. Generally, most 
victims suffer severe traumatic pains from their experiences in the hands of the kidnappers. 
Kidnapping affects the social life and social relation of many people who are held hostages in 
their homes from dust to dawn, for fear of being kidnapped (Inyang & Ubong, 2013). As a 
result of kidnapping, night travel has become a high risk. Furthermore, many people have been 
forced out of their newly completed houses by kidnappers. People are compelled to present an 
unfinished look of poverty by not painting the external walls of their houses. Many people are 
afraid to buy or use new motor vehicles for the fear of kidnappers. (Soyombo, 2009), attests 
that rich people have resorted to riding in taxi cab and commercial motorcycle popularly called 
‘Okada’ to markets, schools, offices and social outings as a means to check hostage takers. 

2.8 Moral Effects of Kidnapping 

Rape: Some victims of the kidnappers could be sexually abused as their captors await the 
demanded ransom. They are usually exposed to various degrees of assault, abuse and torture 
in the hands of the kidnappers. Some of the female victims are even rapped by the kidnappers.

Loss of life: Some victims of the kidnappers have lost their lives in the hands of their abductors. 
For instance, Dr. Gabriel Olowoyo, the Attah of AiyedeOrisagbeni died in motor accident when 
he was being transported by the kidnappers; HenrianOmovegie was kidnapped and killed in 
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Delta state; Mrs. OwoidigheEkpoattai and two policemen died in the hand of their abductors, 
among many others. Life is sacred, but kidnappers have made human life to lose its value. Their 
immoral acts have reduced man into semblance of animals. They have made man to lose his 
freedom and dignity. 

3.0 THE STUDY AREA

Ondo State is in the South Western part of Nigeria. Ondo State is one of the 36 states of Nigeria. 
Akure, being the capital city as shown in Figure 1 stands on the altitude of about 370 meters 
above the sea level and it is situated 210 Kilometres East of Ibadan, the capital of Oyo state, 
168 Kilometres West of Benin, the capital of Edo state, 311 Kilometres North–East of Lagos, 
capital of Lagos, 189 South–East of Ilorin the, capital of Kwara state (Figure 1). Akure is located 
approximately 700 Kilometres South–West of Abuja, the Federal Capital of Nigeria (Figure 2).

Figure 1: Ondo State in the Context Figure 2: Map of Ondo State with  

of Nigeria             its capital city

Source: Google Earth Imagery Digitized by Author, 2021 Source: Google Earth Imagery Digitized by Author, 2021.

 4.0 MATERIALS AND METHOD

This study was descriptive in nature; it utilizes both quantitative and qualitative research methods. 
The quantitative method consists of structured questionnaires: This consists of close–ended 
questions meant to extract information from both the police stations and residents around 
the selected communities in the study area. Qualitative method consists of in–depth interview 
conducted among the parents of children living within the selected areas in the study area. 
Data for this study were obtained through personal observation, the use of questionnaires and 
oral interviews. The map of the study area was obtained through Google Earth and digitized 
using both Computer Aided Design (AutoCAD) and Geographical Information System (GIS) 
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software. The numbers of residential buildings that were captured using satellite imagery and 
updated on site during fieldwork served as the population which was used as the sampling 
frame and this amounted to 1964 buildings. In selecting the sample size, 10% of the buildings 
from the sampling frame were selected as the samples for this study (Bartolomei & Corkery, 
2003). One respondent was selected from each building to be administered questionnaires for 
obtaining data. Therefore, a total of 196 questionnaires were administered to respondents but 
160 were returned properly answered which was used for the study. The sampling technique 
adopted for this study is the random sampling technique. Under this technique, each member 
of the target sample population has an equal chance of being selected in a sample according to 
their appropriation in relation to the study (Basorun, 2015). This technique has a wide range of 
selecting a sample which is appropriate for this study. Secondary information were obtained from 
the police stations in the selected area to confirm the information obtained from respondents. 

 5.0 FINDINGS

The study revealed there has been cases of child kidnapping and abduction in the study area 
as 71.9% of the total population mentioned that more than eleven (11) children have been 
kidnapped or abducted within the last 5years thereby making the case to be a very serious one. 
It was also discovered that money was the only mode of ransom used by the victims and also 
requested by the kidnappers. 

Table 1: Occurrence of Child kidnap and Abduction

Child kidnapping Frequency  Percentage (%)

Yes 115 71.9

No 45 28.1
Total 160 100

Source: Field Survey, 2021

The findings showed that kidnapping have negative effect on the children with 58% of respondents 
affirmed that, the children become very uncomfortable after release as well as 42% attested 
that it also affects their ability to relate with their peers. 100% agreed that the self–esteem of 
the children is psychologically strongly affected which consequently affects their confidence 
of walking alone or late in the night. Also most of the respondents believe that the children 
always recover from the effect.
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Figure 3: Discomfort and Change in Attitude

Source: Field Survey, 2021

The results from the findings showed that the people have no confidence in the protection 
from the Nigerian Police Force with about 60.6% strongly submitting that they felt a level of 
dissatisfaction with the way the Police usually handled the situation and another 20.6% were 
not satisfied with the way police do handled the kidnapping cases when reported to them. It 
is worthy to note that none of the respondents is satisfied with the response of the police, who 
is the government agency expected to protect the people.

Figure 4: Level of Satisfaction on Police Performance

Source: Field Survey, 2021

Meanwhile, the interview conducted for the Nigerian Police Force reveals that, some people do 
not report crime cases due to reason best known to them. They pointed out that the cases of 
child kidnapping and abduction was largely due to poverty and frustration. According to them, 
this menace will be curbed if the economic condition of the nation improves and if the Police 
are adequately equipped. It was also stated that offenders, in most cases have strong backings 
thereby making them to escape justice. 
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Figure 5: Presence of Police Patrol

Source: Field Survey, 2021

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

In the light of the findings and observations made in the course of this research, the following 
recommendations are considered valuable and important in resolving some of the identified 
issues. These recommendations were prescribed for policy makers, the government and non–
governmental organizations, security apparatus, citizens and all other concerned sectors in 
ensuring the safety of children in our communities. 

In order to ensure safety of children and prevention of negative effect of kidnapping and 
abduction, it is important that the government intensify efforts in the provision of adequate 
security system, which seems to be lacking to a large extent in the study areas and various regions 
in the country. This will bring about an improvement in the level of trust that the populace has 
in the government and its ability for protection. The provision of security will also lessen the 
tendency of jungle justice which is common in Nigeria. There is also need for immediate report 
of kidnapping and abduction to appropriate security outfit. Suspicious persons and activities 
are to be reported to law–enforcement agencies.

There should be a continuous sensitization on the need for residents to be security conscious 
as well as be aware of occurrences in their neighborhood. Especially as it seems some of the 
people in the community know the abductors. There should be a kind of background screening 
and references on everyone in the neighborhood, especially individuals who care for children 
(caregivers). Children should be taught to run away from danger, never towards it, that is, to 
be wary of anyone or anything invading their personal space, if anyone should grab them, tell 
them to make a scene; loudly yell this person is not my father/mother/guardian and make every 
effort to get away by kicking, screaming and resisting. Children should also be taught never to 
go places alone, but always be under the supervision of a trusted adult. There must be capital 
penalty melted to offenders. This will serve as deterrent for reoccurrence of the crime. 
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The sustainable development goals must be embraced by the government and the populace and be 
implemented. Most especially goals 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 16 and 17 which are no poverty, zero hunger, 
quality education, gender equality, decent work and economic growth, industry innovation 
and infrastructure, reduced inequality, peace/justice/strong institution and partnership for the 
goals. In lieu of these, mental health or social service professionals should be engaged after 
recovery of victim to help facilitate the child transition and ease the feelings of anger, guilt, fear 
and psychological consequence that accompany such experience. 

Economic revitalization and empowerment schemes and programs should be considered for 
an improved standard of living especially for low–income earners of the low–income areas. 
Skill acquisition programs should be made available. This will engage the non–employ and to 
be able to fend for themselves because most kidnapping and abduction cases were for financial 
gains. The policy makers should thus exploit strategies through which the citizens will be 
gainfully employed.

Some of the cases were because of grievance on uneven distribution of resources; therefore, 
there should be an even distribution of resources and infrastructure between different locations 
irrespective of social class. In essence, equity should be put into play by the government and 
its agencies in infrastructural distribution across the city in order to ensure that no area is 
marginalized. 

Haphazard development of structure should be prevented as well as abandonment of buildings, 
as these serve as hideout for hoodlums that in most cases carry out this heinous activity. There 
is need for a good physical development plan in most of the cities to ensure orderliness and 
raise consciousness of security to prevent crime. It will also enhance livable safety environment 
that ensure co–habitable city.

In conclusion, this research accessed the implication of child kidnapping and abduction in South 
Western Nigeria with emphasis on Ondo State. The paper had been able to establish that, there is 
high incidence of child kidnapping and abduction in the study area with a negative effect on the 
victim as well as the parents and relatives, thereby necessitating the need for adequate security 
in the neighborhood. The neighborhood shows an uncoordinated development of structures 
which must be checkmated for a healthy and aesthetic living. Adequate implementations of 
the recommendations are suggested to put an end to cases of child kidnapping and abduction.
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